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lerved, from the published reports of the debates, that the
iiscusSion, in hoth branches of the Legisiature, scarcely
'oached the principle of the bill, but divelt upon the delails-
;bat it was mainly confined to the llrst eleven clauses, which
grovi(ie for the submission of- the bill to the people, and
Wefne the mode in which, the vote of flic people wvas to have
Wen taken.
A number of the inembers of both bouses are of opinion
sat the principle of submitting the bill to the people for
tiflcation is -unjust, unprecedented., and contrary to the
pirit and genius of the British Constitution." They argue
hat it is unconstitutional to grant to the people powers which,
exercised at ail, ougcht only to be exercised by the Legisia-
rc,-that if a prohibitory law is soughit, on the ground that
wii diminish crime and pauperism, and niake life and

roperty more secure, it is surely the province of the Legis-
iture to cietermine wietlher the preiniseà are proveci. But
-bat are the premises? They are these : that intemperance

the prolifie cause of pauperism, crime, domestie mnisery,
eart-ren(iiig sorrow, cursing, swearing, premature death, and
oes innum-erable to the Church and flic world ; and more
an tliis: that there is in this country a licensed trade, pro-
cted by the law of the land, -%iceh is productive of a
ousandI-fold more inischief, niisery, diseuse, and deatb, than
iy other trade known to the civilized world. Has not the
egrisiatre adnîitted these premises already? Thie con viction
r th ilisu?licienci o*f flac license systena, as a remedial mea-
ire, has forced itseýf îaron Mea Legisialure year afier ycar;
Wd hencc (le constant refurn of legisiation to thle subjece.
he peolple of this province have long since found that the
cense systemn is a ci.eat,-that it promises to dindinish tlîe
ýi1s of intemperance, but prodzuccs them,-that it promises
ýrenîze, but ineceases taxes and burdens,-that it promises
lesspin the sale of intoxicating liquors, 'but concentrates it.
hey have year after year asked for a remedy w%ýhichi iill be
il and absolute, but in vain. The objection to it lias been,

it uill be distasteful. to the people, and therefore impracti-
ýbic." The people niow ask for an opportunity to give a
àect expression of their wishi. If such a ineasure will best
omnplisl. the ends of god goverinent, who shahl oppose it ?
the Legfishature choose to -waive for the occasion their righit
ýpass flhc law unconditionally, they have the. power, and
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