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own tines in comiparison with those of offher timnes. But I arn
optimiist enough to believe, thast with ail its short-coniing's, oiir
Limie is a ime of religions progrress, however inîuel 1 may feel
coimpelled to differ froîn ,;oine of rny esteemned brethyen as to
whvlerein thiis progrcss consists.

Now if present religious progress be a reality and Baptists
are not .tlready' in ils currenit, and do not constitute with their
individual and organized lives andi activities a chlief factor there-
in, it is asrdyhigb timie thiat they were awaking to thecir
responsibilities and grasping the flying opportiini;-ies to partici-
pate filly in tlie oiiw,,id narch of thie kinigdoîn of Christ.

My stuidy of history and ny kinowledge of prescrit-day re-
ligious life and lîougriit have convincecl me thiat l3aptists z-nid
their spiritual ancestors uave been ever in tlie v'cry forciront of
relirrious progress, ziiid thiat thiey stili hiold t.lis bonorable position
anmonc, the religions parties of the world. As 1 conccive thie
inatter, l3aptists h-ave been, iunder God, thc creators, to a) great
extent, of the opportunities for furtther religious progress thiat
prescrit theinselves, to the CJhristian world to-da.-y. Thîis very
fact furiiishies tlie strongest possible argumnent in falvor of Bap-
tists gTrasping and making the rnost of such oppoi'tuuiitics as
exist. If tlhey biave done nobly and aeluieved great thiigs dur-
ing the past. centuries by very imiperfectly puittingcl into practice
the hiighi principles for which they hiave stood, iL behiooves thiei
inspired by success Nvith ever greater confidence that their prin-
ciples zare God-given and thiat God wvihl stili oMwn a.nd lise t1hcm
as inistrumnents in the extension of bis kingdoni, to go forward
withi uniited and well organized forces to stili greater achiieve-
nents for Chirist. and hîumanit.y.

At the risk of being coninmon-place, 1 will enuniercate somne
of thie miore imiportant cleinents of present progress thiat maty
w-ithout iniproprieLy bc dcsigniated "'relig-ions," nd icate miy con-
cept-ion of tlhe part Baptists have hiad iii promnoting Luis progress,
and suggest some ways in which Baptists niay avail theinselves
of the opportunities Hit prescrit Lhemiselves of st.ili. further and
more largely partieipating in eurrent religlious progress and in
advancing thie Itedciner's kingdaoin.

1. If 1 w-ere nAsed wherein the Christianity of the present
day is niost noticeably iii advance of the Christianity of a
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