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George Burinan i Foster -%vas borniiin iMonroe Co., We~st Vir..
grnia, April 2, 18537. His grandfiAlher, Johin rioster, carne froin

gngland in hiis boyhiood, and served as a, sohiier in the wzir of
181:2. His fathier Oliv'er Cromnwell Foster 1$ stili living and is
cngagiçed in agricultural pursuits in the bine-rass region of Wecst
Virgrinia. At an early age young Foster wvas scized wvith a (le-
sire for mental culture and was able larýgcly tlxrouzlghbis, ow'n
exertions to secure i succession ail zcadoxnic, a, collogriate, a
univcrsity and a fil thecological couirse. He sccurcd the diploila,
of Shelton College lu 1879, -after four ycars of ýQtudy. Before
entering uponl bis college course lie biad united with a Bajptist
churchi on ac, profession of faith and hiad consccrated blis hiec to
the gospel xiniistr.y He -was ordained lu 1879 and the saine
ycar elitered the 'University o£ West Virginia, -%hlere afteir four
ycairs of carzxcst application hoe was grr.duatcd with the honors
cef bis class. On the conifletion of bis university course hie w-as
united in inarriage Nvith Mary Lyon, daughitcr of Professor Fi. S.
Lyon, :and nicc oE Mary Lyon, the fainous founder of Mt. IJoly-
oke Scmnary. In 1883 lie cntercd uponl a course of theological
study lu the IRochester Thieologicail Serninary where lie grained

ghig distinction as a student and a'eedainong iç eahr
highl expeetations regrardingcl his future career as a, te'achier.
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