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AINALS OF NATIONS PRESERVED UPON COINS.

| PY ROBERT MORRIS, LL.D., NUMISMATIST,
In comnoncing a serics of pupers under this head 1t is

mportant distinction between the cvins of the pewent day
and the coins of which we are to spesk. Let we reader
tuke at random a dozen different coins curront at thistime,
and examine them with reference to their history.  Ho will
#re, upon one sido tho cmblems of national soverengity such
as # portrait of the reigning prince, and the date; upon
the other, some more emblems of the same class and the
viluo of the picce. Nothing more; this is the poor, barren
*reading” of every modern coin, whether gold, silver, cop-

modern coins that the mint masters were streck withen-
tal stupidity. Though they have the best artists in the

that make up modern coin Janguage.
lion coins of Ameriean and European vrigin, struck within

1ill & child’s primes.
In former times it was not so. Every coin was a leaf of
history to teach the people. It had on one side (called the

member of his family with an inscription ¢cmbodying his
name and title, and dates given in term: of his personal
history. Upon the other side was given the historical fact
«designed to be commemorated in that particalar coin.

in the reign of the Emperor Tiberius whose term of vule
was from A.D. 14 to 37.  ‘This specimen i3 called in Latin,
the denarius, in Engbsh, the silver penny.

* Demanding the tribute money.” At fthe command of
the Grzat Tracaer, the tribes brought him o penny. As
Tiberius had at that time been Emperor nearly 20 years,
und very meny million of hig silver pennies were in_cireu-
lation, the specimens brought to Jesus was probably one
lixe this  Yet it mnay have been » denarius of hiz prede-
cessor, Julius Cmsar, who also strack great numbers of
these coins.

This is the “penny " so often named iz the New Testa-
ment. It wss 1 all respects except one, an iudispensible
eoin in Holy Land ; it would not pay the anunual dues to
temple-service, that kad to be done in Jewish money, viz.
shekles, half shekles and subsidiary coinage, tbe aliquot
parts of the shekel and therefore when a Jow came to Jeru-
galem to clear off bis account, his first visit was to the
‘«money-changers " who, for & trifling preminm exchanged
his Roman or heathen money for *¢Sacred wmoney™ as
named above ; with 1his he received his quietus from the
chief of the Scribes.

This penny or denmiius represents the daily pay of a
Roman soldier. Its weight being about 30 grains of pure
silver, the value is 15 cents, nearly, and this, with his
ration and clothing, (not tusay his plunder and im.nense
donations from his ¢mpera), constitutes the support of
the tronper as well as footman, The gaily wages of a
Palestine laborer (¢ lled in the Bible ' husbandman ™) was
onc of their denarii or silver pennies. They were compos-
«d of silver, extremely pure nntil ahout two centuries and
a half after Christ, when the mint-master began to debase

the coin at such a rutc that the Emperor Aurelian (A. D. |

270 to 275) was cumpelled to correct the swirdie and pun-
ish the perpetrators. But so numerous and determined
werc tho eraployees of the mint that it cost the hves of
7,000 Dacian vetersns to accomplisk this importunt act of
Civil Service reforu.

{To be Continued.)

The land in Ircland is cultivated by 600,000 tenants, who
occupy an average of thirty-two acres each.  Thercare 16,-
000 landlords, of whom 1,942 own two-thirds of the whole
country. Mr. Gladstone says that the question of convert-
ing the disaffected Irish tenant into an owner, risesinto the
higher region of politics and of moral and social order, and
goes to the root of how to banish Irish discontent. and al-
though the landlords will not sell, the Irish farmer has an
effectual romedy within bis reach, viz: emigration to British

orth America.

|

'

important to draw for the benefit of the reader, that most .

per or nickel. It would really appear, fivm looking vver .

world, all the variety they allow™artists is to engrave and :
re-engrave, fat, homely queens; ugly, sensuous kings, and
the exceedi: _ly poor amiray of heraldio or traditional devices :
In a thousand mil- :

the last fifty years there is not enotigh Instorical matter to .

obverse) usually the portrait of the reigning prince or some :

In illustration of this, I begin with a silver coin strack

This is the coin used by Bible Commentators to illus-
trate that intercsiing passage 1o the life of Jesus, styled

a

My lovers declared T was Queen of the West, ¢
Thuy came from all natidns te tell me so;

But ull, even tho:e who onée lyved me tho hest
No longer are charmed with Ontario.

That cauny auld Scotehmun heloved me so weet
I thought he ne'er wad be ganging awa’,

He did though, and left me to stick in the mnd—
T was more gritty than Manitoba,

He eaught the fever bad, so did dear old Pat,
Though on him it turned a different way ;

* Good-bye, Muvourneen,” und he twirled bis hat,
*¢ By the puwers I'm off to Thunder Bay.”

‘That London fellah I folt sere would propose,
With glass to his eye, my features ho’d Bean

Suid * Hi quite fuils to see the booty in you,
Hi sees hin the Little Saskatchewan.”

Monsie *r Jean from Quebeg ymiled so joli, Xin-
terpreted ** I adore you™ parley vous,
Pranslated to Canuck I found it would mean
« Which is the best route to the Caxiboo.”

Callers from P. E.1, N.S. and N.B.
Prove not lovers at all, they're emigrating,
+ 01d girl you might do to flirt wi' awhile,
‘The love of o life time for Keewatin.”
A Toronto bank clerk I gave him the cue
Quite in truc Pinafore style, ** What never,”
He smiled * Well hardly " then started to do
Hanlan a hoat wp on the Peace River.

From New York a Yankee a Mormon at heart
Kinder sorter dropt round, ¢ gimme a call,

*+ Wal neow I reckon yer arnt no slouch yeou bet.
I guess some fine day I'll annex yer all.”

1 do not despair, there are still some nice boys
In Devon, Denbigh, Armagh and Forfar,

Who don’t like those wild girls, but if they do me
By writing to the Dominion Bazaar

Will receive the fullest information regarding improved
farms with good buildings in Ontario, for sale very cheap,
caused by the big rush of Ontario farmers to the wild lands
of the North West. Pampblets of the North West and
general informatic and all questions promptly snswered
on receipt of stawp for return postage. Maps (large color-
ed) showing the new route of the Canada Pacitic Reilroad,
in Mauitoba and the North West, cloth 50 cents; paper25
cents. Send for ovr special cmigration supplement, issued
quarterly, included freeia subseription to Dominion Bazaar.

Tt is within onr knowledge, seys the North British Agri-
culturist, that the demand for farms has not been so slack in
Britain for thirty yeirs ag it is at the present moment ; that
the number of tenanis who serionsly contemplate an early
nequittal to save the remeinder of their funds is Jarger than
it has been for many a day. More complaints of the vnpro-
fitableness of farming bave reached us sinee midsummer thap
we rave ever heard before. The depression is not confined to
Scotland. A gentleman who has extensive experience in
farming and in business affairs in the dMidland Counties of
England, told us lately that there has not been so many va-
cant farms in bis day in that purt of the conntry as thereare
nvow:and for these, tenants ae difficult toget. Headded that,
generally, the present position of fiviners” bauk accounts is
much wor<e than it hos been for muny « day. This gloomy
picture is anplicable to & large portion ot Eugland. .

| L7 $
MOORE & Co., 218 SIMCOE ST., TORONTO, ONE:"
FOREIGN STAMP DEALERS, (Wholesale only.)
Gond Mixed Continental Stamps from 25¢. per 100,
A large stock of good varieties. Send stump for Price List.

OUR PURCHASING AGENGY.

‘When you require a novelty, or any article you knownot
where to procure, send your order to us and seve yourself
time, troublo and meney. We aro commissioned by res-
peetable houses to supply their goods at bottom prices and
guarantee satisfaction. :

Published every Inwiul monty by the Doxrnrox Basaa
Co., Box 998, Toronto. Ont. .




