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is shown by acute accent ('); weak or re-
laxt tension by its reverse (J). A first ori
ruf api-oximat to piteli is givu by vowels,
il e, a, o, u, being in natural-pitch orden.

FIVE MILION YEARS.
I)ebating Societies, now in f ul blast,

shud debate: Resolvd, that 5,000,000 years
ar wvasted annuaiy by ini-egular speiing;
and report sucil debates as news to local
pat)CUs. 25,000,000 chhldi-en atend scool in
UT. S. and Britishl empire. A f if tl of their
time is wasted - enuf for themn to Iern
fysiology, book-keeping, naturai filosofy.
Spred thiis tho't whorevor our tung is ritn or red.

336 w. 44, Now York. G. W. WISHAULD.

NORMAL AMERICAN SPEECH.
Sweet said in 1888 (IHist. Eng. ,Sounds,

p. ix) that lrish-Engiish and American-
E uglish weî- unknown-oniy too tî-u, if
caref ul repiesentation of it by an adequat
notation is ment. Tru, careful record of
speech in several States lias been made
(,Dia leot Notes, 1, p. 198), but too coloquial
t() help orthografy. Tihis needs formai or
solemn speech as Lloyd givs (in Nor. Eng.,
texts, type A). Gnandgent compares (in
(Ger. & Enq. Sotinds, Boston, 1892), vowel
by vowei, speech in stihern Englisil, nor-
tltern Englislh, that of New England, suth-
ern States, and America, meaning by that
the rest of U. S. We extend tue term to
inclutde Canada. Lloyd (JIERALD, April,
1898) caîls tiis "the largest homogeneos
hody of Englishi proniunciation." New
En±land is les distinctiv in speech now
titani forty years ago; the South les diver-
grent too - Thtis formnai normal (average or
staindard) speech receivs ilustration in a
solem rendition of (P)sam xxiii, 1-4, with
whichi Lloyd's work (N. En g., p. 67) may
be compared. The vowlel (t L A ô Ul
systein in I-, e-, a-, o-, u-or- i e oe a o u
(ter is powerf ul to express 1 l e à, o

soun(I, yet simpl and nedily graspt ment-
alv,coresponding sign -for- ie V o U.
sign to NED notation, but? i e 2e a Q u
NED denotes weak ('obscur(-') vowels by
a brev above-ours is mor-e expressiv. ln
trying to uze the IFA al fabet dif iculties
and unsetld questions anise. Atempts to
uze giv a nesult requiring mucli acompa-
nying explanation, especialy in riting En-
glish. Principal variants ai- givn, as Vie-
ton does in his Lesebuch, and Passy in th@
M ich ael is- Passy Dict. phonétique franjais.

.These general facts shud be noted: (1)
Stnong A and a occun in stopt sylabis only.
(2) As formai speech drops to coloquial,
e~ 0 il,1 tend to weak i on w eak A. (3) Strong
a is oftener mid-bak titan io-bak.* (4) 1, e,

*German a ije lo-neutral: compare Amer. hol-
house and Ger. hat, haus, in er kat tin )zaus.

a, o, u, ar more open than their sound-
mates, I, i, A, ô,l ii. They ar literaly wider
(tho not "ivide" in the Bell-Sweet sense.
13-Sweet's 'naro' vowels hav higli tension.
Fi-u Amiericanl vowels hav average, flot
tiigh, tension. Relaxt tension is tabood as
dra-wling. (5) \Towels ar comonly pure:
uasalization is tabood. (6) r after vowels
is kept, is rolld moderatly, and is virtualy
the same as before them. (7) e(r) when
not folod immediatly by a vowel (as in
server) becomes A(r).

oA lord iz mai jep'Ard; ai fSl flot wont.
hi mpekek mi tu lai daun in grin pusty",rz;
hi lidep mi bisaid &A stil wotArz. i ri
stôrel, mai sôl; li lideb mi in oA paz ov
raityosnes for hiz ntrmzz suk. y-ei, âô ai
wo:k knii 5 ôvoeli 0v o& fiedô 0V debai wil
fin nô ivil : for Uau at wio mi, Üai nod
oend i5ai staf 5U cAmfort MI.--,Bam xxiii.

NOTES
the becomes 5i or oi before vowels.
rny lie, beside, ri.qhtt, I, thy, hav each a

(art) f olod by brief, relaxt or slak i tending toard
or even tu brie! i, to which it is nearer. That the
second elern nt is os (they) ending in an i-vanish
(Herupi. Schoch) is not proven conclusivly.

not rd, avcomnl a(art) but ordinary
o (nor) is herd so of ten as to be cons5iderd a regu-
lar variant denoted by its synibol, o. In HBRÂLD-
nlotationl, a, e, i, o, u, denote regular variants.

want, watters, walk, hav a too, but irreg-
ularly. The &traction (asirnilation) of w, a labial,
bas converted a into labialized, purst o in a vast
niajority o! cases.

patstares, paths, staff, (p)sa(l) m, hav Se
niostly. Mont orthoepists prescribe a (art). So, it
is a regular variant denoted by its symbol, a.

pasl.tres, confort, hav ,oIn coloquy
weak e, i, o, u, tend to beconie weak ,i. Weak a
is tiot bord fromi nativs. Weak a and weak A ar
not far apart, too near for use by the saine sot
o! speakers. Foroners uze weak a.

paths, with, an often herd as poeks, wik.
beside lias bnief i varying to, i, weak i, e,

A,îin its first sylabl-a regular variant in a consid-
erabl clas, rnarkt by its symbol of variance, i. re-
storeth, too, bolongs to this clas.

r-ighteoitsness lias ai before t, tho Ellis,
and, after him, our Montreal correspondent, M.,
in vol, i, p. 49, stoutly contend that Ai, not ai, al-
ways precedos a voiceles consonant, while ai pre-
codes voiced ones or onds the sylabi. Our obser-
vation goes to sho tliat a in such cases doeg no*.
shif t to A, its mate-sound. It is ai gtil before p,
t, k, etc. Such ai is Prolongd bofore b, d, g, etc.

naine s lias dubld z, which tho weak(z)
f rom five voiced f ones preceding, is made audibi
by prolongation. during which, voice is dropt
and breth taken to giv ful hissing s in sake.

yea lias e folod by ' becaus a paus folos.
The i-va.nish is perceptibl in sucb excoptional
position. Evans' views in our vol, i, p. 198, shud
bav ropetition and emfasis. Too many foneti-
cians exaggerato exception into rule. A regular
but negligibi off-glido is exagaeratod into an i- or
u-vanish. Thus falso ditthon4 s arise.

walk lias its vowel prolongd more than
want, perhaps due to efoct of lost 1, bord in An-
glo-Saxon wealcan, later waken; then a (art), by
atraction of w, shifted to o (for), and is yet long.

evil often lias weak i in the puipit. In
(p) sain xxiii L (1)oyd puts i, but not in evil in the
'Lord's Prayr on p.69. This i 18 unstable.
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