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need not stop to tell you about ber breakfast,
because, if 1 arn rigbtly informed, she did not cat1n- wili not, because 1 cannot,kiyobw
much she suffered during the morning froni that
terrible Feiîianîîhobia. How she strained bier
cars to listen for the rattie of mîîsquetry. 1lew
she pictured to herseif hier brave Blarry engagcd
il, coîîflict-perhaps wounded and dying. 1 pass
aIl this over, principaîlly because by s0 doing I
shall best cousult my own convenience, and 1 do
net ask for a hetter reason.

Let me basten to the denoueent-it came about
four o'clock.

Poor Lizzie-you know she lives in one of
those pretty cottages bid arnong the trees some-
where above Sherbrooke Street-was wora ont
ivith watcbing and waiting, and had tbrown bier-
self upon a sofat in ber pretty drawiug room.
Weuld you believe it that presentl>- ber dear
littie bead drooped tipon bier breast, and for a tiine
trouble was banislied 1

I said "lfor a tume" adviscdiy, because even in
slecp terrible drearns will corne, and in Lizzie's
case the>- did. The borrors of the day were
repeated with increased intensity, and what liad
been oni>- a dread becaine for the tume a terrible
reality. Notre Daie and Great St. James
Street ioomed up filled with excited crowds.
There was the rush of angry men, the sbrili
shriekis of frigliteîîed wornen, the trampiing of
childreu under feet, rnen failing wounded and
dying, and sudldenly the terrible peel of the alarm
bell boorned upon ber car; rapid disebarges of
musquetry followed, and then with a piercing cry
Lizzie Crofton sprung to ber feet and there-
right before bier stood Hlarry Clubback brave and
noble as ever.

"lOh Harry, is it ail a terrible dreani? I bave
been se frightened."

IlPoor cbild, when wili you get rid of these
phantois ? Corne and rest bere, and tell me wbat
bas troubied you."1

And Lizzie Crofton did. fier bead resting
upon bis breast, she toid bu bhow anxious she
had been tbrougb the day, how, finally, she
must have failen asieep, ante. thea bow that ter-
rible dreamn came.

IlAnd you beard the peaiing of belis and tbe
disehlarge of musquctry la your dreani, did
yen, Lizzie?'

IlYes, Harry, do't laugh at me, for I did
indeed, ail too plaiuqly.Y

."lA ud wili you promise me you will throw ail
these silly fancies to the winds, if I tell you that
the day lias passcd as peaceahi>- as any 17 th
Mlarch that ever dawncd upon Montreai, and that
I can account quite casily for at least a portion
of your <ream ? You must bave beard the
vigorous peal I rang upon your bell wbcn I
rcached the door; and wbien I entered the hall,in my anxiety to sec you, I managed to drop rny
sivord upon the floor. t fell with quite a respect-
able crash, a nd 1 don't wonder tbalt your excitcd
fane>-, roaming in drearn land, Iikcned it to the
roar of musquetry. But, dariing, it is ail over
îîow, and my own Lizzie must be like bieiseif
again."

And now, reader, if you wish to pry an>- furtbcr
in to the conversation whicb passed between tbese
tWo, I assure you I don't intez:d to assist you to
do se. I draw the veil here. Cosly> and bappil>-
the>- sit upon that sofa-the curtain talas and
icaves theni there.

Rist 1 a word in your car. I don't mind tell-
ing you that Captain Cluhbuck induecd Lizzie
to naine a day for the ivedding. I expect he will
have te procure the license next week, and with
ail my beart I wish them much hatmpiness...
Don't you?

______________ GARDI.

-PREBERVED MILK.-Ali the essential parts ofq
milk may be prescrved by cvaporating tbe water,1
and bottling the white powder wbicb, remains.]
The essentiai parts of gallons of milk Are thusi
storcd away in a single bottie; and the alimenti
bas been found, when watered inte mlk again,1
as sweet, and as nutritious, as good in everyway,
at the end of a year or more, and after having
sailed round th. worid, as wben taken fromn the1
cow.

WAGER 0F BATTLE'

ON the l7th November, 1817, Abrahamn
Tlîornton ivas placcd b>- the Sheriff of

Wawicksbire ulion tîhe floor of the crirninal side
of the Court of King's Beach to answer te, an
appeal of iuîrder brouglit against îirn by
Williarn Asliford, brother and bcir-at-iaw to
Mary Asbford, for whose murder Thoruton bad
ben tried aud acquitted at the previous War-
wick Assizes.

An>- one wbo reads the report of that trial wili
sc that it was peculiarl>- a case of eircum-
stautial evidence, witb mucli to bc said on botb
sides, and the jury hall te strike the balance be-
tween ceunterpoising évidene. The presiding
judge was satisfied with tbe verdict, aitlîougb b.e
wouid bave been as content if iL had gene the
other way.

Popular opinion took the opposite view. The
fate of tbe young wornan (wbe was ne doulit
brutal>- murdcred) was at the time made tbe
subject of more tban one sensationai drama.
Even flow it is common>- supposed tbat Thorn-
ton ivas neyer tried at ail, and escapcd scot free,
because, in tbe first instance, he avaiied biniseif
of the fact that hie was a bigger man than. Ash-
ford?'

As a first step, Thoraton was moved into the
civil side of tbe Court, and given inte the cus-
ted>- of the Marshai. He was then cailed upon
te plead te the appeal that was read te him, and
pieadcd I"Net gult>-." H1e was next asked bow
b. weuid bie tried, and ne doubt was cxpected te
answcr as usuai-" B>- Qed and my>-country."
Luekil>- for him lie hadl retained a cotnsel real>-
learned in the law, and under bis advie electri-
fied the Court and audience. Fromithe depths of
bis counsel's bag (wherein for the sake of con-
ceaiment the>- had been broughtitot Court)
were preduced a pair of herseman's leathera
gioves. One of these did the prisoner put on bis
left baud, the other did hoe tbrow on the fleor.
He then hcld up bis gleved baud, and said that
lie was "lNet guiity, aud ready te déend the
samne with bis boedy."

The ceunsel for the appeliaut actunti>- did net
kaew wlhat te do. The last occasion that wager
et battie lad ever been appealed te, was in 1638.
Sir Hlenry- Spelman records an cariier case, and
adds that, even thon, this mcthod et procedure
causcd great "lperturbation," te the iawyers.

Ia 1815 Irish ingenuit>- had exbumed this
fossil species of trial froni tbe cehwebbed depths
of blnck-letter law. One Clancy murdereïd oe
Rel>-, in open day, befere mia>- witnesses. Tbe
murderer made ne attcrnpt te escape or den>- bis
crime. On the centrar- lie signed a fuît con-
fession et bis guiit hefore the eommitting
magistraLes. His trial came on at Mullingar
summer assizes, and bie pieaded "lNet guiit>-."
Tie ceunsel for the presecution prepesed te put
bis confession la evidence, but it was rejected on
teclinical grounds. Ia expectation that tbe
confession wouid b. suflicient, ne witnesses bad
been summoned on behaîfof the Crown. As thc.
prisener bad been given in charge te the jury,the triai couid net be postponcd, and lie was
therefore aequitted frorn want ef evidence. The
brother et the murdered man hrougbt an appeal
et murder, and Clane>- demanded the combat.
The matter was, bowevcr, cernpromised b>- bis
witlidrawing bis dernand, and pleading guilty te
the appeai, upon condition that lie was en>- te
be transported for lite.

la sucb a dilemma A sbford's counsel appealed
"ad misericordiam " et the Court, stating that

lie was surprised that the charge against tbe
prisoner sbould bc put in issue that way. The
triai b>- battie was an obsoîcte practice, which
lad been long eut et use, and iL would be
extraordiaary that tbe persen wbo was accused
et murderiug the sister sheuid bc ailowcd teprove bis innocence b>- attempting te murder
the brother. If tbe combat was aliowed, next-
et-kmn would be unwilling te risk their own
lives in furthcrance et the ends et justice, whicb
wouid lie against public polie>-. If tbe Court
weuid look at the person et their appellant (for
bie was obliged te bc persenaiîy present in Court)
the j udges would sc that bç was young la years

weak of body, and in other respects by no0 means
capable of combating in battie with the appellee.
Perhaps therefore the Court would flot permit

1tbe issue to be decided by personal strength and
fbrute force.

The appeal of murder had neyer been favour-
ahi>- regarded by the Court. It was virtuallyan
infraction of the maxim "lthat no0 man should bevexed twice for the sanie cause," whicb niaxin is
a leading principle of English jurisprudence. IL
was not brought for the benefit of the public, but
the private interest of the appellant. and the pro-
oecdings were in tbe nature of a civil suit entirely
under bis 'controI. It might be brought after
trial and acquittai at the suit of the King, whilst
execution under it was entirel>- at the discretion.
of the part>- suing it out, wbose object migbt flot
be tise just punishiment of an evil-doer, but the
extortion of sometbing for bis own personal ad-
vantage. It is true that Justice Hoit did on one
occasion sa>- that "lhe wondered that any Eng-
lishman sbould brand an appeai wi th the name of
an odions prosecution, as he for bis part looked
upon it as a noble institution and one of the
badges of Engiish liberty!, Tbis was, however
provoked, by a previous dicturn of Chief Justice
Treby, who on the same occasion said, that "liL
was a wrongful odions prosecution, and b>- no
means deserved encouragement."' More than
once had the propriety of abolisbing such a
method of legal procedure been brought under
the notice of Parliament, but the point had
aiways been biended with matters of a political
nature which prevented a calm discussion of the
subject?

Under the circnmstances, Ashford was only
iikely to get sucli favour as the strict letter of
the law allowcd bim. lis counsel was told that
the wager of battle was an usual and constitu-
tionai mode of trial, and that the combat wasthe rigbt of the appdllee, and that the law of the
land favoured his demand of it, and that the ap-
peilant had for his own purposes brought the
risk, if any, upon himucif.

The appellant was therefore obiiged to counter-
plead or show to the Court reasons why the
appelice should be ousted of his right. if the
appeilan t had bcen a woman, an infant under the
age of fourteen, a man above the age of sixty, a
priest or a citizen of London, the combat would
flot bave been aiiowed. If the appellee bad
broken his prison, tbereby showing bis fears of
consequences, or had been taken in the fact, or
if the evidence showed ne reasenable presumption
in hi. favour, his dlaim te the combat wouid net
have been allowed.

The combat was refused wben the evidence
against the prisoner was sucli as not te admit of
denial or proof te the contrar>-. When, however,
thde was anything in bis favour which. rendered
it too uncertain for a jury of the country te,
decide, the omniscience of the Alrnighty was in-
vokcd by the lively faith of those who in this
partieniar ease mistrusted the wisdomn of man.
The ver>- gist of this method of trial was that it
loft te Providence, to whom ail secrets are known,
to give the verdict in sucb a case b>- assigning
the victory or vanquishment te the one part>- or
the other, as might be just and known te LIima
atone. The notion of the speciai but constant
interposition of the Deit>-, in order to deteet a
criminai, bad been and is an article ef belief in
ail ages and climes. The Hebrews, the Greeke,
the Saxons did; the Hlindus and Maoris do, use
some species of ordeal. The book cntitled ciGod's
Revenge Against Murder," is but a catalogue of
instances in which this interposition bas heen
manifested. The vulgar opinion at this day,
that a corpse will burst out bleeding at the ap-
proach of the murderer, is aise hased upon the
idea that the usual laws of Nature wouîd b. ini-
terrupted te prevent the escape of s0 guilty a
man.

Until this counterplea was decided, the giove
remained in the cnstody of the officer of the
Court, as the counterpica was a denial that the
appellant was hound to take it np, and he called
upon the Court to decide the question. In this
case Ashford counterpleaded that the guilt of
Thornton was se manifest as to deprive him ofbis right te the combat. This was denied b>-
the appelîce, and the Court decided in bis favour.


