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for onr larder, sueh as fresh ehicken,
canned meat, pie and dough nuts, plaeced
there in the stiliness of the eady marn
ing by friendly hands as a pleasant swe-
prise for the pioneer  “sky-plot™ ot
Fraser River and hix g ntle “pradner.”
Parenthetically T may  remarkh  tha
those whe thus stole a <ileot mareh upon

met for worship in the “board and bat-
ten' court house, the seats for the con-
greation having been pade trom rough
lumber with wy own hands, 1 have
Known two of these benelies twith hachs
to them) to constitute the anly avatlable
hdste g for the late Cluet Justiee Beg-
e, sl f my memory serves e lop
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us scemed o to enjoy our discomtiture
that they renewed the atlack a tew days
Itter,  Dbacked np by reinforcenments,
bringimg with them some siaiy  dollars
worth of groceriess diy goods, ete, as
well as ample refieshments for the oce

casion.  The company comusted of <ome
six or eight ladies and a much larger

simnber of gentlemen, Ewropean, Amens-
ean. African and  Canadman: Catholie,
Protestant, Jews and Gentiles My, 8,7
Tilley had his accordeon, and the Misses
Gray had sweet voices, and we all had o
most defighiful ime, The opening eve
of the extemporized progiamime was an
instrmuental <olo by the pastor's wite,
who no deuby was thinking of the replen-
ished larder. as  <he  rendered “liara
times come again no more.””  Wife and
T have experienced many a dopation par-
ty sinee 1859, bt never one of  such
rare interest ag that now referved to,
Returning, we had <cerviee on  the
the doubiy sacered day. Christinas-Nun-
day, at 11 aan,, the text being, “tear
not little flock, for it is your Iather's
woodd pleasure to give -you the Kingdom,”
and the Lords Supper followed, there
being ive communieants, one American
Prochyterian, two West Indian (eoloremy
Baptist<, and two Canadian Moethodists,
all “broad gange” Christinng  The even-
inz service wa< well attended and -
teresting,  The Master was  with  ue
aceording to Ti< promises and was made
known to ux in the breaking of bread
The eellections in those days vonsisted
of «ilver fuothing less than 25 cents),
ol dust, ehips of gold amalgam or nng
gets, with an aceasional gold eoin,  We

His Exeelleney the Governor also,

My next Christinas (ISG0) was spent
in Nanaimo. wheie 1 attended the An-
zliean service at 11 aan., dined in com-

December, 1899.

few weeks before, lere, again, the Maxs-
fer was graciously presnt to comtort an
uphiit the worslnpper

Ne

Christinas jn Nanaimo at that  tme
wis it hearty Enghsh festival; roust beet
and plum pudding held sway, and goou-
tellowship abounded.  Of those  with
whom I wax associated with thuat day
the great majority have gone over the
“Ghreat Divide,” jncluding the hostesx ut
the dinner table, who passed away onty
a few months ago. the Captain and three
of their childvren having long preceded
her, the good dvetor amd his exeeltent
wife, Among those who remsm are Kev.
Cornehus Breant, of Mouvnt Tolnne, and
Mres, 8. Gough, of the Black Dinmona
Gy, God bless them both, and our s
sociites of these early days.

The fcllowing Christmas (1861) was alwo
spent in Nanaimo, and the programine
was somewhat similar to that just re-
corded,  Anlican  serviee at 11 aam,
(Rev, J. B, Good preaching), kayng the
corner stone of 8t Paul's charel ¢bidiec
in the afternoon, dimuer party at the
Captain’s and service in the Methodisy
churel at uight.

Phese Christmas reunions wore  sea-
sops of grateful fellowship and eheer to
the niny exiles from home and friends
and native and then in the country: re-
minding them of the blessed lessons ana
hallowel sceenes of former days, and
eansing at least a homeward glanee n
many a prodigal son,

The Tndians called Christmas “tiyas
Sunday™ and thionzh it learned not n
little of the truth concerning the an
Father and tis only son. the world 8
Redeemer.  They soon began to observe
the day and meditate upon its signine
canee Gl now it ix the red letter day
of the year among them.

With each vecurring NXmastide Iet us
vive thanks lo God, pive alms to the
neely, and brizhten the lives of onr-
<elves and others by loving imitations
of Tlim at whose birth the angels sang
rongs of pence and love amd glory,
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Mission Steamer “‘Glad Tidings™ in a storm.

Lowe and Dr. and Mis, Benson at the
hospitable  residence of Captain Erank-
Iya  the stipendrary  magstrate,  and
preached at T pan. an our own  pretiy
churclt, which had been  dedicated o
pany with my wife, Rev. Mr, and Mes,

The churel’s four great needs  are
apostolic preaching, apostolic praying,
apostolic  ‘hvang, and apostolic giving.
Will you be one to supply ac feast a parr
of s zreat  requirement —J. McD.
Kere.



