106 ' - David’s Confession

Lesson ITI.

Ps. 51 : 1-17. Study vs. 1-19.
Read 2 Sam.

1 Have merey upon me, O God, acer.ding to thiy
lovingkindness : according unto the multitude of thy
tender mercies blot out my transgressfons.

2 Wash me thoroughly from mine iniqaity, and
cleanse me from my sin,

.3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my
sin 78 ever before me, .

4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done |
Uhis evil in thy sight: that thou 2mightestbe justified
when thou speakest, and ve clear when thbu judgest,

5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity : and in sin did
my mother conceiye me, ) N

6 Behold. thon desirest truth in the inward parts :
m!ddin the hidden part thou shalt make me to know
wisdom. .

7 Purgeme with hyssop, and I shall be clean : wash
me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

8 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones
which thou hast broken may rejoice.
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Comrit to memory vs, 1-4.
chs. 13, 12.

9 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine
infquities.

16 Create in men clean heart; 0 God : and renewa
right spirit within me.

11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take
not thy holy spirit from me. ,

12 Restore unto me the {Qy of thy salvation ; and
uphold me 3with thy {ree spirit.

13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and
sinners shall be converted unto thee.

14 Deliver me_from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou
God of my salvafion ; and my tongue shall sing aloud
of thy righteousness.

15 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall
shew forth thy praise. .

16 For thou ¢ desirest not spcrifice; else would I
giveil: thou sdelightest not in burnt offering.

17 The sacrifices of God are & broken spirit: a
Krokg,n and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not

espise.

Rovised Version—1 that which is; 2mayest; 3with a : ¢delightest not in ; #thou hast no plcaslxre.

EXPLANATION

Connection—The origin of the Psalm is given in
Time and Place, ‘which sce. {Note the peculiar
“parallelism* of the parts of each verse, the same
thought with a different shade of meaning, This is
characteristic of-Hebrew poetry.}

1-8. Have mercy; the compassion of God for
the sinful and helpless. Mezcy is the great n~ed of
the guilty. Lovingkindness; & beautiful word,
teaching that the fountain of God's kindness to His
peopleis His povsonal love toward them. Dlultitude
of thy tender mmercies. God's compassion isabun-
dant (Isa. 63: 7; 1 Pet. 1: 8), and infinitely tender.
Iransgressions . . iniguity . . sin; three
words vsed to describe sin, the first word meaning
rebellion against God, the second, turning aside from
the right path, the third, missing the end which God
would kaye us seck. Every sin has these three fea-
turcs. Blot out: nsadebt written on o slate might
be wiped out. Wash; o prayer to he made clean,
cven as garmentsare washed ; * but no* my garments,
but m¢,"* says David. Cleanse; as from theimpurity
of leprosy (see 2 Kgs. 5:10-14), a deeper cleansing than
the washing away ol utward filth. We have thus
three words for pardon, as forsin. I acknowledge.
God knew David's sin all the time? His Holy Spirit,
through Nathan, had made David conscious of it,

4-8. Thesg, thee only. David's sin against Bath-
sheba and Uriah (2 Sam, 12: 9) was also a sin against
God. For the moment he can think only of how he
has offended his Lord. Mayest be justified (Rev.,
Ver); vindicated as a just judge. When thou
speakest; condemning my sin. Shapen in in-
iquity. We come into the world with a sinful
nature. Truth; instead of sin, which leads men to
deceive themselves and others, and try 0 deceive
God. Tho inward parts; * the most seeret springs
of thoughtand will.” Wisdom ; tc sce clearly what
g right and wrong.

7-9. Purge mo with hyssop. Hyssop, a com-
mon herb which grew on walls, was used as a sprink-
ler in cleansing the leper, Lev. 14: 4-7.  This was the
outward sign of clcansing. David wants to be made

pure within. Whiter than snow. Compare Isa,
1:18; Rev. 7: 14. Joy and gladness; which sin
alwaysdestroys. Which thou hast broken. David
likens his grief at God's displeasure to the crushing
of hisbody. Hide thy face. * Treat me asif T had
not sinned.” (SceIsa. 38: 17.)

10-12. A clean heert. If the life is to boright,
the heart.must be pure. A right spirit; "'o.
steadfast
gpirit,”
so that
the heart &
may be
kept
clean,
Cast me not
away; as Seul for
his sin had been
banished from God's
presence, 1 Sam. 16: E
1. Thy bholy ik
spirit; given to 5=
David at his anoint~
ing (1 Sam. 36 : 13)
and which he was
now airaid of losing,
Free spirit; the spirit of willingness to obey God's
commandments.

18-1%. Then will X teach; because he himself
has been made glad and strong by God's mercy.
Converted ; turned. Bloodguiltiness, David was
guilty of Uriah's blocd (sec 2 Sam. 11;.15), Right-
eousness. God is rightcouscven in showing mercy.
Christ bore the punishment of sin, that we might
have the forgiveness. Open thou. Both the reason
for praise, and the power to praise come from God.
Desirest not sacrifice. Animal sacrifices express
penitence, obedience, thanksgiving., Where these
were lacking, God set no value on the sacrifices. Al
broken and & contrite heart; a heart in which
the Spirit of God hrs changed pride and obstinacy
into humility and penitence.




