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150 TrE CANADIAN [LLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER,

There are thonsands of fivine testimonixds to or aceowplishments, but perhaps chiedy Tae-
the cfiiciency, the beanty aml adaptiveness of cause they were not. They did uot, as a rule,
Pitman's shorthand in Grear Dritain  and write shorthand, and thevefore more had to be
America. [t recannmends iteel to theattention trusted to theiv jndwoment and discrimination
of tho-e¢ interestedd in the diffusion of letters— in the practice of their profession. They are
to those seif-applying persevering yonths who ceredited with great tact, and \\'if[t! Iqmwiedgeg of
would strike cuta poth to cininence.an:d to those g}mmmz nature, as well as speeitie mforma}l(m
parents anxious for e sneeess of  their as to the merits of tie speakers, and questions
childven.  Many men of infteence nnd position  move innnediately imder their attention. We
made phonography theiv pessport, wel s list are told the more prominent debaters of t'he
might be enenerted containing many names House rarely had oceasion to tind fault with
of Senators, Judaes, we. The desire ‘Lo arite the reporters, though wewmbers on the baek
fast is natural, the neees<ity o write fast is benches frequently complained of unjust treat-
imperative and the ability to read what i< nent- -genevally, of course. in the matter of
written eompletes the scienee,  Who has not belng eat down ™ e A
listened with raptare to some soul-stirving Amrong the 1many distinguished men who
gentence or some clowing panegyric- some|paye been ornuments to the profession, Dr.
beautiful sentitnent or svme =cathing inveetive. . Johnson was among the earliest reporters of
and wish for means ofarresting it from oblivien? tjye debates in Parliament.  Later on we find
Who does not resolve every new year to keep i the nuwmes of Dickens, Haazlitt, Sir Johu Canp-
diary, but the tediousness of the operation hell, and Ailan Cunningham.
overcomes the interest and the reeond vxpires:  The salaries of the reporters on the morning
with the first month?® To the merchant, t‘h‘“papers were fromm three to tive guineas per
law:yer., the divine, it is of ncaleulable l)em’ﬁt-.fl\\-cek, On the leading journals reperters re-
while it is not less so to anvbody and overy-.ceived, with few exceptions, five guineuws.
!’0‘].'7' employing our conumon fong-hand.  This{Some of the feporters were employed for ses-
is an unguextionable age of progress, when thejsional work only, having né regualar connce-
refulgent beams of the sun of true philosophy | tion with the press. ’
seatter the accurnnlated wist of servile ages and | The majority of reporters. however, were
awaken the nation to a seuse of their power. lungaged annually  but nany of them had
Old customs only live on their ments.  Their pedueed salavies dnring the recess. The ma-
nncestrx\:l poteney is found to be an illns[uu?jmitv of those then in the gallery, were Irish-
when tried by the standard of practical ability. tipen.  The fivst geat preponderance of Irish-

0 save time is to men over Fnglishmen and Scotchmen, was

A great man once said: T

lengthen life.”  What better exemplitication of pemarked in the time of Sheridun. That ac-
the nphorism could be had than in’ the acyuisi- complishied wit aud orator was the means of
tion of short-hand? Tt ix  oveat art desivued sting wany of his countrynien engagements
fﬂf a great purpose, and whethier the tardinession the newspapers of his day, aud they very
n regard to it dies with the prcsm1t|,:nnpmtion!muum]ly ok every means in their power to
or not, phonography will eventually find itS!get their friends into situations in the gallery
level amonyg ﬂl@_SU‘ZCHOL‘S. becoine o ranch of [ when vacaneies oceurred, or when the demand
scholastie eduneation, and as it grows in ayge and ‘for wore lengthenad reports required an in
extent, deserve and elicit the admiration of an|ereased reperting e tablishment.  In this way
intellizent humanity. “the majority of gentlemen in the pallery from
the sister-island was kept up. The number
o AN TN TR BTl e of Beoteh reporters was small, it was only
REP“RH‘\}{”L\, IHI ,]).H“lb“ PARLIA- seven out ufp(()*ighty, including the reporter}s
MENT SINTY VEARS AGO. from the evening papers. Some of the gentle.

jmen were engayed for long periods in the
HE Press is often joculnrly called the jgallory. Oue on the Pimes, another on the
Fourth Fstate. No chairman at u|Moraing Chronicle, and two on the Morning
[ dinner wonld think he had - ably | Adrertiser, were severally reporters in the time
“adwans ocenpied the hiead of the table unless of Fox, Sheridan, and P'its. Oue gentleman
he used the phrase in proposing a certain |was in the gallery, without the intermission of
standard toast—which, by the way, is usually 'n single session, for wwore than thirty-four
relsgated to the fae end of the programme, | years. L b R
gallantly coming after * the Ladics.”” But the; Complaints were sometimes made by mem-
title is one which ix, by uo means, a meie joke. | bers that their speeches were not given verbatim.
Indeed, under free institutions like ours, in|Ifine speeches someof them made, when their
which the people are the real sovereigns, the|wishes were complied with. The plan of giving
Press, which guides tho people, may well be|verbatim reports was tried by Dr. Stoddart,
called the First Fstate. {nfterwards Sir John Stoddart) when he con-
The Parliamentary reporters of the British |ducted /e New Times. The result of the ex-
Press of sixty years ago, were certainly a most peritvent was such as to prevent any calling
influentinl set of men, wiclding considerably |for rerbutim reports afterwards. The members
mote power than their confreres of to-day. made downright fools of themselves, and set
Not that they were men of greater ahiliﬁy;the public a langhing, from one end of the




