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In conclusion, we cannot but cunomtu ate

I?r. Shelton upon one fact, which, to our winds,

iy a greater glory to his church than even its ;

beauteons architeeture; we mean the larger
amount of free room which it contains than is
usaal in Awmerican churehes
hearts that Ly wid his liberal and energetic flock
had seen their way clear to make it altegether a
“freo churel™; that had ‘indeed Leen A holy
Jue Zhe churdy in the United States is alienly
the home of probably a preponderance of their
intellect and uo smadl portion of their piety;
God graut it may sven be the hasen of (heir
roow.  Tu the mean thue wo wiil thank God,
and take cotages, for the luge amount of sciip-
turdd and eatholic bt which is found within
ber boly Lotders belivving, as an English Wes-
leyan minister of high standing, whe had tra-
velled extensively in the TUiited States, told us
many jeass ago, * that the Protestant Episcopal
Chuieh was duing decidediy more good than
any other denowination therein”; his own Me-
thadism net excepted.

Church Xattsrs at Clackington in 1875,
CITAPTER XV.
Tur svening seivice on the Sunday of the
Lishop's visit tu Clackinglon was even more
fully sttended than the moining sersice had
Leen, and long Lefore the jast bell had rung
there wus nol a vestigo of standing room in any
corner of the c]mu.n. The bishop had pro-
pused that Mir. Sivwton should preach and that
he himself should read the prayers.  Qur wor-
thy friend, however, bad so carnestly entreated
that tho proposed arrangemcent should be re-
varsed, that the biskop seemed almust dispused
way; and when b Slowlon had

to ‘7"(.

».13,1:!]\ opened the vesiry duvor, and saw the

- unee to his wish seemed impossible,

muss of prople who were wedged iuto the
chureh, he calied the bishep's atleniion to it
and with such an implorieg lovk and tone be-
sovght him not to disappoing tieny, that rosist-
Aceord-
ingly the old serinon was pocketed with a de-
grae of satisfuction and relief thay it is wol very
sy to describe—the prayers were read with
unwonted Jifs and animation, and the choir,
baving practized between the sunvices for three
morts) bours without intermission, fuirly out-did
themselves,

The Lithop on ascending tie pulpit openu]
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lbe Li blv, and, \'.uhout m)) nules, c\pounded in
an exceedingly cleur, simple, yet striking man-
nery & portivif of the second lessonj his style in
the explanato:y pait of his observations was al-
most vouversastional, and his illustrations, while
of the mort familiar kind, were at the same
e so well chosen and hppropriate, that they

¢ left the most vivid impression upen the mind.

Hasving cxplained the truths contained in the
vords he Lad read, and poiuted out the duties
resultig from them, he gradually relinquished
the compa:atively familiar tone in which he had
been speaking, and as Lie passed on to exhorta-
tion to the performance of those duties, and set
furth the love of our Lord to is elect people
as {he high and generous metive to obedience,
his words became more choive and his sentences
more flowing; lis eye grew brichter, his action
niore al.-m‘l.ed, and his whele soul was breath-
ing in cvery look end word, Thoughts of
beauty eamo gushivg up—now that he was un-
tramineiled by any manuseript—as though they
sprung irrepressibly from an oveflowing foun-
tain within, and they came cluthed in words of
power and pathos, such as he would p*obabl;
never have put down upon paper in the quie-
tude of his study; yet alf was chastened by per-
fect tasto and reverent fecling, and deep solici-
tude for the spiritual well-being of those to
whow he spoke. e was eluquent indeed, and
thatin uo ordinary degree; but all felt, that in-
stead of being the resnlt of studied oratory, it
was the unrestrained and almost unconscious
ouipouring of an cloquence that was natural,
prompted Ly a high and carnest spirit,

The gocd people of Clackington were com-
pletely taken by storm, and nothing was heard
on etery side but cummendations of the bishop’s
sermon.  Preaching, especially during the nine-
teenih century, had been exalted and almost
idolized, too frequently at the evpense of the
more important ordinances of the church, and
now it was made the means of gaining influence
for one who was bent on using it for the pur-
pose of promoting his people’s welfare, by recall-
itg to their minds bigh aud boly doctiines
which they Lad forgotten or disbelieved, and
clristinn dutics which they neglected and dis-
liked; it was a sort of poetic justice that an
ordinance unduly maguiiied should become the

instrument of restoring others as unduly depre- ;

eiated.




