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Monstrous Hides.

HOW THE SKINS OF TIIK RIIINOCEROS AND DBOA-
OONSTRICTOR ARK UTILIZED.

The hides of tho bull, bear, cow, calf,
sheep, gnat, kid, aud ovou tho ailigator, for
years past, have beon aold in the leather
markets, and aro considered tho most dosir-
able for the manufacture of boots, shoos,
sxddlery, harnoss and other articlea for tho

encral usoand woar of both mon and beast.
iut tho ingenuity of this lattor day Amen-
can seoms to have no limt. Foreats and
jungles of tho sunny Eastorn hemusphero

avo been ponetrated in order to satisfy the
wants of fashion and of trade. Tho hides of
the ponderous, olumsy and ugly rhinocoros
and tho troacherous, vonomous boa-con-
atrictor are now being turned into profiteblo
account by manufacturers.

Tho hido of tho rhinoceros, being of tho
heaviost and thickest deacription, would ap-
pear to many to be more serviceablo for the
wanufacturo of saddlery and harness, but
this is not tho case, Manufseturors and deal-
ors in these articlos bavo discovered this
most ondursblo loather to bo of little nso
their trade, bocause, owing to its solidity
aud thickness, a needlo of any power or
sharpnoss can hardly bo mado to penctiate
it. Somo two monthe ago a manufacturip,
firm tested the durability and usefulncss o
rhinoceros hide in tho manufacturo of a
carriage spring. It was patented, but
rhinoceros leathier was iu too great demand
to satiafy tho supply of theso springs, and
only by slow work could orders be furnished ;
then the result of this iunovation doveloped
itaelf, and tho hide of the mightg beast, it
was discovered, could not withatand as
much of wear and tear as the dolicato kid, if
made in the ssmo thickness and applied to
the same uscs.

Tho skin was tarped and imported hore
by foreign concerns, and when placed onaale,
brought very high prices. Its general utility
was nob known to & very great cxtent until
lately. At present the hide of the rhinocoros
is ohiefly adapted to tho manufacturo of jew-
ellers’ buffing wheels, vhich are rcquired in
making a poﬁuh on gold jewellery, hike that
brought out in burnishing brass, In Ger-
many and Eogland thero are about a dozvn
tannories where tho skin of the rhinocerow is
prepared forthe market,

he akins are sent to the tannories dircot
from Africa, in some cases by regular huant-
1ng expedition partice, It requires from two
to throc years' time *o prepare tho hides of
theso huge monsters for the leather mnarket.
YWhen ths timoe and cost rcquired are taken
into consideration, the cost of rhinoceros
Jesther after importation is considerable.

From vno whole rhinoceres skin it is esti-
mated that st least 250 pounds can be easily
secured for ntihization from tho taunery, and
when assorted will, when sold, bring from
8300 to $400. Althoughit takes aearly threo
yoars to prepare one of these ludea for the
market, acleast 100 could be run through
the procoss at che sames time,

The akins of ths boa-constrictors aro sap-
lied througt: ¢he European market, but are
wectly brought from the deep foreats of

both Asia and Africa. Tho scrpents aro
trap, and sccured by tho slaves of Orien.
tal, Turkish and Egyptian tradespeople, who
have long been supplying tho demands of
erako charmor, showmen and stylish dames
and damsels of foreiyn countries. The
snakes are often worn around the ne.ks and
arma of thoso people while alive. Thoy
arc made harmless by the skill of the
necromsnesr or serpent-doctor, who is
honoured for his wonderful powors in
succossfally tearing out the faogs and
drawing the deadly pouon from these sor-
penta.

Ladios, waist belts and chatelaines aro
wom medo of tho serpents’ sking upon the
streets dmly, Such appliances creato curio.
sity whoraver seen, looking 80 wild and bar.
barous in their design as to cauro doubt as
to their gcnuinoness. Thoy bring good prices.
Card, cigarctto aud cigar cares and porte-
nmonoajes aro wado to ordar from tho samo
material, as welt as small satchels and shop-
ping bags. In sccuring these king serpents
of the forest and jnxz;!o, the greatost of
dangers aro encountered,

Tho manner of proparing tho skins for the
tannery 18 of a delicate natare, After the
serpont has beon put to death by a means
that will proserve the skin from any iojury,
tho body is passed over to a taxidermist,
who strips tho hide as ho would the skin
from an ecl. The tanner doctors tho frail
hide so that it becomes perfectly pliable, and
retains all its natoral appearance and colour
apin lifo. Boa-constnictors, though a very
forocious and dangerous specios of sorpent,

aro alwo of a very costly order to obtain. In
this countrf thoy havo horetofore been con.
sidored only in tho light of an attractive
foaturo among many curiositics attached to
a cirous, sido show, or privato or public
musoum,

GENERAL.

A MAN committed suicido at Columbis,
Ky., by tymng a handkerchiof arvund his
nock aod tightening it with a oane.

Tur Now-Zoalandors are dostroying their
forcats 1n & manncer 8o rockless that thoro is
a foar not ouly of a scarcity of timboer, but
that the clinate will soon be changed for the
worse.

SoME c¢no has saud, what thousands havo
observed, thero 13 nothing that keeps longer
than a middiing fortuve, and nothing melts
away soouner than a gioat ono. overty
treads upun tho heols of great and unoxpeot-
od riches,

Two Toxas desporadoos sgreed to fight
with kmves in a closed room at Fort Worth.
Thoy put up their watches as forfoit, and,
as both had shown reckloss dariug in former
affrays, 1t was bolieved they fully intended &
doadly duel. They wero proventol by
arrest.

A umecuaNio at Beaufort, S. C., intent
upon awicido by drownming, but demrous
that bis body should be recovered, fastened
lcad to hie head and hifc preservers to his
foot before leeping 1nto the water. So ho
was quickly drowned, while his logs
floated.

TuE recent carthquake at Lisboo, Portu-

al, scems tohavo caused hittle damago ; Lut
it recalls tho disastrous one of 1765, by
which that city and about 60,000 people were
destroyed. Severc shocks bave also been
exporienced lately 1n other Spamsh towns
and in soctions of France.

So the Prince of Wales is 39 years of age.
Ho may be as much again before the Queen
takes it into her head either to die or to re-
sign. Recally this longevity trick leaves a
young fellow no show wha'over, Hois used
up and gouty beforo he has the slightest op-
portunity of showing what he can do. Well,
well. There ia no help for it but patience.
A1l things come to him who can wait.

ReceNTLY Prof. Huxloy said that ninety-
nine men out of every hundred bicamo sim
ply obstructed after sixty years ol, and
woro not floxible enough to yiold to the ad-
vance of new idear, The world, be thought,
would be bcenefitted by any man who had
taken part 1n science being strangled after
sixty., Thio may be meant for Brother Rus.
kin, who lately wrote to Glasgow studcuts
that he loathed Liberalism.

JusTICE SMITH 83id, on opening his court
at Connorsville, Tenu *+ ¢ Well Hemy
Smith is arraigoed for assaulting his father
Tho magistrate had on the previous day
knocked his father down with s club, and it
was himaclf that he was now arraigniog.
He continued : *The evidence is conclusive,
and I'm not sure but I ought to send myself
to jail for ten days., But, as this is my first
offence, and I certainly,had a good deal of
provocation, I will simply impose a fino of
ten dollars.”

Tur Londondsrry Sentinel says . ‘ ‘At all
ovents, 80 far as Ulstor 1a concerned, she wal
not shirk ber daty ; and it will be well for
our rulers to remember, ere tvo late, that if
they leavo the loyal and well-dispused pevple
of Ircland much longer to the mervy of
demagoguos and asassins, sod the present
roign of terror s allowed to continue, tho
men of the north may againte compelled to
acck stronger remedices tor the protection of
their live., property, and hberties-” The
rebellion of 1798 began among the Presby.
terians of Ulster, a circumstinco of which
fow aro aware,

THAT tho hacdest steel is not tho most
durablo for railroads appoars from an ocxam-
ination of tho wear ¢ f some of tho steel rails
on the Great Northern ling, England. Seven
of tho rails, which lay side by side on this
road, wero taken up and tested, and it was
found in one instau.e, that a hard rail had
beon worn awasy onc-sixteenth of an inch
by trafic amounting to 5251,000 tons,
whilo soft rails for the same amount of wear
had withstood 8,402,000 tons for tho hand
rail and 31,061,000 tons for tho soft rail, the
wear being  the same—onc-sixteenth of an
inch, Analysis showed this last rail to con-
sist of 99,476 por cent of iron, and minuto
quantities of carbon, phosphcrus, silicon,
manganese, sulphur, and copper.

A Robol Telegrapher.

EXPERIENCE RELATED BY EX-QOV. BULLOCK
OF GRARGIA,

Many tunes, and in various ways through
hfe. my practical cxperienco as o telegrapher
has been of valuable service to me. It us,
perhaps, not catitely forgutten that, » fiw
years ago, thero was a “ misunderstanding ™
among tho politiciang, and that ultimately
tho able-bodied men on either sule mado a
good deal of noiso about it., Well, I was on
the south side of that noise, and, being ‘-\tn-
oti. but nut belligerent, 1 gavo my uniform
to a chap who thought he had an enemy. andd
dovoted my encergies to finding some to <erve
the confederucy ctliciently that did nat at the
samo timeo involve the risk of a atray bullet
depriving the government of mv usefulness.
Thore was quite a number of other patriots
in the expresa company's management who
harmonized mmy idea ; and, asa natural con-
sequence, wo were soon 1mpressed with the
great necessity that existed for tho vapruss
company to build and operate telegraph wires
over routes not coverad by existing lines,
Soveral of us were also scockholdurs in the
Awmcrican Telegraph company, and when the
noise hithorto spoken of nterfervd with
**gound reading * botween Washington and
Richmond, wo%elt 1t to bo our duty tu take
charge of the hines tlus side, and we became
the ** Southern To}ofmph company.” You
will seo that, with all this array of uscful-
ness, it would, indeed, be an unwise and
thoughtless, not to say hand-hearted, con-
seript officer who would believe it his duty to
send us to the front as musket bearers) If
he could see, as many of them did, the tire-
less industry with which oxpress men devat-
ed themselves tor the study o date and dash-
es—heating a tatteo for frendam on  office
desks, car safcs, eating-house-tables, m fact
anywhere that would echo the evidence that
they were telegraphers amd enatleld to exemp-
tion~—the certiticate of ** deta1l on teregraph
duty "’ would be suro to come,

To pass the inspection of the conscript offi-
cers 1t was necessary for thoe traveler to have
sduty orders,” **furlough,” ** exemption pa-
pers,” or o black skin; you can therefore im-
agino tho satisfuction a patriot would frol
when ho exhibited his detail as a tolegraph
operator and knew that he was more likely to
aorve his country to the end of the war than
the poor fellow with but one arm or one leg,
traveling homo on furlough

Many of the incrnvenicneeg of the carly
telegraph days were ropeated here during the
war. Hnsulnwrs were ma'e of elay with o
glazing. For wire we depended on the uncer-
teanties of blockade-running and the Maorrie
wire-mill, at Richmond, which tarued out only
short lengths, and few of thase Ol mag-
nets were rewound and old instruments re-
huilt. Nitric acid wag hardly oblainable, and
substitutes hard to bo diseovered and used ;
but tho wires were kept working and new
hnes were rebuilt.

When Gen, Sherman started on his evenr-
swn frum Atlanta to Richmond, vi1 Savan
naly, active industries on that route were in
augurated for tleptaghas aswell g ) ter
Tho coas: lines were gencrally ot anbmd and
nearly all the business was transmitted  veor
the cxpress wires.

Un the murning of tho evacuation of (‘olum
bia, 1 left vur office and affairs thers in charge
of Mr. Suule, wur felegraph o, erater, and
that night I, being at Gin  Beanregnrd'e
headyuarters, Leld tel gra, hic ~ommimiss.
tins wathSuule, hic ! ing n Cobimhia and
wiathin Guu. Sherwan’s comman?  This 1
presume, was the only peaceful communication
over held by telegraph between the enntond-
ing parties during the war, and might, per-
ha)ss, have Licen Jess peaceful for Snale aud
mysell if it had been known to rither rom-
mander.

Probably the most useful service cver ren-
dered by our telegraph was in transimtting
infurmativn of the surrcndor, anlerders from
Gen, Sherman, at Raleigh, to Gen Wilson, nt
Macon, to cease operations, thereby saving
Macon, Augusta, and other places from hos-
tile occupation.  The express wires through
tho intenior part of tho country wers the vnly
ones i1t operntivi at that ime.

I~ boring for water in the Wimmera dis.
trict, Victoria, recently, a trco was passed
through for G fect at a depth of 250 feet, and
the cup brought up soveral fruit-stoncs simi-
lar to the nuts of plums; somo were sinashed,
but tho koracls were recoguizable. 1t seem-
ed ovident that thero was a grove of trees
thero.

Moxngy 18 being so freely contributed for
tho purposo of clothing and civilizing be-
nq{htcd Afnicans that it 18 bocoming proiit.
ablo to go to Africa and be a heathen,

SOIENTIFIC GOSSIP.

Pror. TA4MANIA attributes the immediato
causo of death by haugiug to the closing of
tho respiratory organs,

Tuosk who will mnoko cigars would do
weltl to use A& mouthpicco of some kiad or
other, It has been ascertained that semo of
the waya in which aigars ato mado areapt to
causn gare mouth of a dangorous and per-
ustont kiod by transmtting the poison
which 18 satd to be so provalent w China as
to bo the bano of that country.

Lk aghting of the reading-rvom of the
Britisn  Muscum by the Sicmens oleotric
lamp has been resumed for the winter, Tho
appiratus of the lamps are now fitted above
the arca; brown japwnned roflectors send
tho lLight tu tho fluor, and topaz-colored glass
screous aro placed boneath tho aro to tor.
copt the blue rays whieh intorforo with tho
purity of tho light.

1R clectrio lamp can prove yuito as fatal
ug the korosino lamp, cach 1 its own way,
of course, if people do not take care. Reo-
coutly one o% the men on board the Czar's
uow yacht, tho Livadia, was asked to sup-
port an eleotesc lamp fur a short timo bofore
1t was husted 10to pusition. In some way
ot oiher he managed to divert tho current
from the candle and sent it through his
body, and he died instantly.

E:..cELLEST work will no doubt be done in
tho nozr future at the Warnor Astronomical
Qbservatory at Rocheater, Tho tolescope—
thu third largest 1 tho Umited Statea—will
be 23 feot foug, and will havo a lens 16
iches m diamoter.  Prof, Swift will have,
with tlus teleecope, a wider field for his
Bouons of oLsurvation that have pruved to

o 8o fertilo undor less advautageous cir-
cumstances.

As asnplo lecture-room exp- ritnont itlus.
trating tho appearance of vzono when hquids
aro ovaporated, Dr. R, Bootiggr recomnmonds
the tollowwmg : A prece of papor is ovenly
wmoisteued with starch containing iodido of
cadmum, A few drops of alcuhol or ether
18 igmted. Whea the tlame 1s extinguishod
the pn*»cr will bo of a decidedly blue color,
fromn tho action of tho ozone formed during
thy ovaporation,

A coxaissiox of 27 members wall carry
out the revision ot the German ** Pharmaco-
poa ** at Berhn,  Sixteen professors from
varioug umversitics, ive apothecaries, aod
81X physcians aud surgeons ot hugh standing
1 thetr vocations, make up the commssion.,
Besides these, tho forthcuming work will
have tho benelit of the exporisnce of two
mulitary physictans and a military surgeon,
who have boen specially sclected by the
Prussian \War Uthce, The labors of theso
men were commeuced fuily a fortnight ago,
and tho result 18 expected to bo of a very
lugh quahtv.

IR a recently published paper by My, W.
U. Crosvy and Mr. G, H. Barten on the
** bxtension ot tho Carboniferyus Formation
n Masractusetts, tho authors iufer that al-
thou.h the Norfuik County basin containa
only buds ot Jho carbuniferuus ago, yet it is
improbable that coal will ever be discovered
n ats Lnuts, this narrow trongh having be-
como ntiled with sediments, and converted
ww dry land bofure the depusition of the
true coal sneasurcs woxan, and this lator
torinced setios having be n always apparont-
ty restiacted to & comparatively small part
of the mamn ur Narragaasctt basin,

Tur penplo of Sheffield. Enmand, have the
privi‘egs of usmg an equatorially mounted
telearope in the Public Museum under tho
direet-on of the curater  Many ’n ambitious
student in thie City would bo most thanktul
to the man who would provide a ke mid bero
for tho verficatinn of kuown and the dis.
rav ry of uew facts  (Jurintelligont eitizons
also wnuld find in 1t a means of clevatin
au1 st lating mental pleasuro. \Woshoul
not long b> without even a better instru-
ment sf sumo of our nch and thoughtful men
would yive the mattr their attention

A ParEn by M. Poirot was rvad befuro tho
Fronoh Academy of Scieacce, recently, in
which ho alleged that he had never seen
flics, ants, worms, ot even scorpions, taran.
tulas, or rattlesnakes 1n thoso places in
North Amcn.a whero abmntho plants pro-
vail, Ho urges thio cultivation of tho plant
as an insccticido, and erpecially as a pro.
ventative agamst tho ravagea of tho phyli.
oxcra. There imght probably bo safoty to
tho vines, ho thinks, if tho land wcro man.
ured with absinthe, as such a courso would
tend to interrupt, or prove absolutely fatal
to, tho metan.urpheses of the phylioxera,




