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PUBLIC OPINION.

Fow personsrealize tho extont to which
public opinien 1nfluences our motives,
thoughts aud crnduct. By public opin.
10n, I.do not mean thoe Tribunal before
which all things, of a nature to interest
the great body of r ankind, are carried.
The datly newspaper speaks of Opinwn
as a saprent phiesepher who scans, eriti-
ciges, and re-ndjusts religious and politi-
cal matters; acquits or condewns indi~
viduals, and eoxercises a general super-
vision over human affairs.  Tu 18 not this
whieli crecps 1nto our private hfz, our
daily concerns. The best of us are too
ununportant in this respect to becume
suhjcots of observation to the ** eye of the
World.'” The influence to which I refer,
may perhaps be better, though Jess briefly.
described us what others will thinkor say
of us. Tlus.doference to others is almost
umversally carried to escess.  There are
few 1independent naturcs who oan truly.
say that thewr consciences are their only,
governors, and there a1 suthess—a much

eater number than these—who, dead to
'I’:)th human and Divise intluence, no
longer care what others think, Bae I feel
sure that almost all who reflect will cun-
fess, with meekness, that this undus de-
ference has led them often astray.

Dr. 0. W. Holmes, an aamirable de-
lincator of human nature, says that every
individual embodics three personalists, and
thus explains, in the person of one “Joha :”

1. The real John; known only to his
Maker.

2. John’s ideal John; never the real
one, and often very unlike him,

3. His friends 1deal John, never the
real Joho, nor John's John, but often
very unlike either,

God has created us, and isever present
withus. Each thought of our hearts is
known to Him, therefore we attewpt no
concealment, no palliation before him.—
With oursclves we see, or think we can
see, a thousand things which serve to ease
our consciences, and which, if set before
others in the light in which we view them,
would lessen censure and increase admi-
ration. Therefore we scldom clothe the
outer manner in the garb of the inward
miud. As s landlord who has reached
the bottom of his beer barrel, carefully
draws off the few remaining drops that
no dregs may appear to tell the customer
of its jmpurity: so the human heart,
when it gives out its thoughts, draws
them carcfully, reserving the dregs to it
gelf, that those which go forth may indi-
cate the quality of the whole.

“ And is not this right ?” Many will
8ay that ivis, inasmuch as peace and unity
would be almost annibilated, did we not
conceal many things concerning ourselves
and uthers,  The right and wrong, how
cver, depends much wpun the motive,.—
When ono refrains from circulating an
unkind thought or remark, from charity
towards anot?:er, or a wish to supress cvil
communicatiu, the mwotive is & proper vic.
On the contrary, when one listens to such
remarks without opposition or reproof,
their motive is ovidently not good. Fear,
3 slavish fear of others, heeps them silent.
The same fear might pechaps gruwut
their cumumtung the same wrong, but oot
always, if their desire is popularity.

Were it possible, by a scrupulvus re-
gard to our conduct and language, to
pleaso otherg, or to satisfy thom of out
good wentivng, then we should gosmess,
i thew esteem, gowe seviaol fur our of
forts. But it is in sain to hope fur this,
We huow, or think we hnuw, vutsclves,
that 13, we have some motive for every
word or action, and, a8 it is « lan of na-
ture that mankind shonld thivk well of
themselves, we guncrally suppuse our
motives to bo goud and sufficient. It is
aseless to endeavoer to makhe uthers see us
a3 wo sco ourselves, as uscless as the re-
verse, AsDr. Holmes sags, what we'ap-
pear to our fricndsis after ull very diffur
ent from what we appear to uugsuises or
our Makor,

Then is it not & waste of time, a
weariness of mind, to say nuthing of its
arreverencs toward our Creator, thas to
muke oug souls subservicnt to the vpin-
wns and wishes of cyually shurt-sighted
and fullible beings? It mahes us pris
oners, slaves—it 1s a clug uped vur men-
tal progress and imprevement, as strong,
of not gs galling, a8 the iron bull and
chain. Supposiug that we could receive
true answers to vur questivos, we should
be astonished to find huw mack evilis the
resulv of fear fur what others thiuk,

There are gay butterflies of fashion
.whose hearts aro warm and feelings kind,
if they had but proper stimulus. Ask
them why they waste their precious time,
their health and sensibility upon hollow
pleasures, “ O, the world xequires it of
us. What would people think if we
abjured fashion and folly, and st to im-
proving our mjnds and morals, or those
of humanity 2’ Ask the slanderer, the
hypuerite, why they pollute the hearts of
their fellow. mortals with their evil
thoughts, They will tell you that others
do the same, though, perhaps, not as open-
ly, and should they reform, they would
{be set down as more hypucritical than
before. Ask more than balf our winis-
ters (there are somec honorable excep-
tions,) why their voices are not heard
from the pulpit and from the press, ery-
ing out against the abuses that sit unre-
buked beforo their cyes in the midst of
their congregations. They would doubt-
less say~—Hush{ Were we to preach
as you say, we should have no congrega-
tion m a little while, weshould soun have
no-pulpit. What would peoplo think ?”
Ask our own weak, wavering hearts, on
which glimmerings of new light have fal-
len, and which are lenging to gast off old
sins, old habits, to put an the hfe that is
born of holiness, to gird themselvesin the
armor.of an approving conscience, looking
for the smile df God as their only reward ;
ask them why they still shrink and hesi-
tate. The ** All-secing-eye,” with all its
clearness, gentleness, and penetration, has
not yet overcume their dread of the scarch
1ng, censortous, changeably, and anchari-
table “ eye of the World,” c. A, I,

Tor the EprcATION OF GmiLs in this
country there is a varicty of means pro.
vided, and among these none has more
extensive influence upon the welfare and
happiness of social life than the myrind
of seminaries embrac~d in the title of
“ boarding-schovls.” Too many of these
are called “ fashionable,” and are merely

superficial —justifying the eatirist who
characterizeg them ns * doing nothing for
their pretty novices but supply them with
intlectual varnish and pilding, and foc |
them with whiptsyllabub at very extrava
gant prices. A langnishing, rhopering,
Rusa-Matildaish manner, a little eollo
quial French, indifferently pronounced .
a #'ly, sentimental, ah me style of Ing
lisle composition, tolerable #kill on 2
taanc-forte, a fuw paintings in oil, with
fivishing touches by the teacher, and
badly done at that, a fiw peneil sketeh
¢s, ditto, or at best so-so; theso ave the
sum of tho accomplishments for ‘which
fond and doting fathcrs annually pag u
great store of redeemuble bank notes.”
But ‘schools of a higher style are not
searce. There are coough of them o be
found, where the trucet views of schonl
cducation prevail, and where the required
talents in teachers nud the most judicious
auperintendence and discipline prosides b
dircct the sound and wholesre und
practical education of the young woman,
preparing her to dixcharge zriectully and
usefully the dutics of her influentin) pe
sitiun In the social circle of after life -
Le* <uch: good schools be appreciated and
patrenized Uy discriminating parents, und
it will still be found that the supply of
thorough schools for sound and whole
some cducation keeps pace with the de-
mand.—FEducational Herald.

PROSPEIOTUS
OF

THE EDUCATIONALIST.
¢ Knouledge is Power."

Tho want of a perfodical on Educatin,
established on & frec, eulightencd, aud . com
mc s basiy, through whose columus every
teacher, and friend of frce and unfettered
cducation io the Province of Canada may ex
press bis views withow official gensorship, or
intereste@ centralisation. hus induced tno
publisher, advisdly, to undertake to pullish
a scii-mubtnly, Leariog the title uf the Eda
cationalist,

As Teachers form the mir ds intellectually,
and toa great extent worally of tho youthful
populatiun of our country, a larae share of tho
Educationalist will bo devoted to their ioter-
ests and improvement,

The literory articles of the Educalionalis’
will embrace seriatin all the svbjects tanght
{nour Common Behools, and the articles on
Chemistry, Mincrology, Rhysiulozy, &e., will
not be mere scraps, buta well digested series
of easy referenco fur Luth teachers aud'fami
lfes.

It is the intontion of the publisher, and his
friends to mako the Educationalist the besy
Educational Periodical in Cauada, and the
assistance of some distingui-hed scliolars 2-ul
practical tenchers Las alrcady Lien secined

An antiole on Aariculturai Chemistry free
from teenical language will fiud & place in
every issue.

Tho bistory of Canada and all maitere
connected with its industrial, and natu al
develdpments, will obtain a ptomincptplace in
its columus.

The Lduegtionaliot wiil be strictly neutral
1n Politics and Religion, while it will streru
ously uphold and maintain the sacred truth
that* Righteousness exalteth a vation.”

Teachers and Superintendents aro rescet-
fully yequestod to act as ngents.for the Ldu-
catronatis, angl fornard the names of sub.cri-
bers to H. Spencer, Bublisher, Brightor P
0., C. W. The first copy will be issucd as
soon asa sufficicut nunibor of subsciibers can
be obtained.

Thoe Educationalist will be publinhed a 80
cents & year in advance aud if not paid until
the end of threo mouuths oue dollar will be
charged.



