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Thirty=-Five.

BY HUENRY MORPFORD.
IIait on tho road & little space!
Pull up your team, old charioteor!
You'ro hurrying on at a slapping pace;
Bappose we stop and comﬂer, hore !
If our lives are threo score and ten—
It my count is all to ba tolde
The half-way house wo are passing, thenm,
Thirty-Gve long wiuters old!

Ilow has the ride beon, charioteer ?
Plenty of dust and a little mire?
Coid north winds on tho hills severe,
And the sir of the valley thick with fire?
Horses bauvlking, then running away—
Lyuch pins lost aud axle down?
Croeping, crippled, at closo of. day,
Tu a night of rest at tavers:or-eown?

Movo than this, oh. charioteer!
Weo have rounded the hills in the flush of
morn—-
Heard tho suntise bird sing loud and clear,
Aud snuffed the Lrecze un the blue waves
dom,
We lmve caught such glimpses of Eden vales,
Heard such seunds by woed and stream—
Drank such sounds by wood and stream—
As made all hfe an Elysian dream!

Rough and loud have voices boen—
Pelting 2nd bitter missilo and storm ;
But ever at last have we hurried in
And fouud somo sheltor anug and warm.
Kind, sometitnes, have Leen word sud fare;
Stronyg and steady the hand;
And erring roads had many a prayer
Breathed o'er them from the better land!

How much fuarther, charioteer,

To tho end! and he shakes his head,
No, to the eyes of an clder seer

Peril is fooming near and dread!
Tell me not, oh, chaiiotoer!

Bold and bliud lot e meet my fate!
Quly thus our journey steer——

S0 that we.wreck at tho Beautiful Gate!

Onward, now,*but tighten rein!
Downward, now, our jaurney lies!
Wealicned soon will grow hatd and -brain!
Aud the mist comes over faling eyes!
God be with us charioteer!
Keep us with & heart snd hope alive!
8at and sho.t is our stoppage here—
At the half-way house of thirty-five!
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In the course of ene bricf popular lec-
ture, it is not casy to give wuch insight
into a topic exhibiting such great variety
a8 Insect life suggeste. Many volumes
have been written on the fruitful theme;
and the merest cutline of the Science of
Entomology, as it is styled, would ocenpy
much more of your time and patience
than 1 can venture to trespass on. I
must therefore content myself with en-
deavouring to stimulate your curiosity by
bringinz hefore “you a few interesting
facts, collected from the scurces within
my reach, which nay induce you to make
further inguiries in a Geld so full of io-
terest, and so fronght with edification.

In order to excite an inolination in the
minds of their readers in favour of the
studies to which they devoted so large a
portion of their lives, Kirby and Spenoe,
able writers on the sabjeos of inscct life,
‘m their introductory romarks, seloot some
instances of striking iaterest, and make
statements which, to those entirely unin.
itiated in the scienco must, probably, ap-
 pear ogerstrained and exaggerated. This
however is by no means the -case, as a
very small progrese in the study of the
subjeot is sufficient to conviuce us,

They say-—* The Lord of the creation
plumes hinself upon his mowers of inven-
tion, and is proud to enumerate the vari-
ous useful arts, and machines to which he
has given birth;” not aware that ¢ He who
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cation of which scems the cxclusive clnim
of the softer sex. But even here they
have been anticipated by these industri-
ous littlo oreaturcs, who often defund
theiv helpless chrysalis by 8 most singu-
lar and beautiful covering of Jaeo.

Other arts have been equally forestall-
ed by theso creaturos.  What vast  iw-
portanco is attached, very properly, to the
invention of paper! For pearly 6000
yearaono of our comwonesat insccts has
known how to make and apply it to its
purposes; aud even pastcboard, superior
in aubstance and polish to any we can
produce, is manufsctured by another.

We imagine that nothing short of hu-~

man intellest can be equal to the cun-
struction of a diving bell or an air puwmp,

teaches man knowledge” has instructed yet aspideris in the daily habit of using
these despiséd inseots to antivipate him } akind of diving bell; and what is more,oue
in many of them. The builders of Babel , exsotly similar in privciple to ours, but
doubtless thought their invention of turn. | more ingenivusly contrived, by means of
ing earth into artificial stonc a very hap- | which she rusides, unwetted, in the bosom
py discovery ; yet a little bee had practised of the wator, and procurcs the ncedful
this art (using indecd a different process) , supplics of air by a much more simple
on a amall scale, and the white aunts on a lprooess than ours. The caterpillar of a
large one, ever since the world begnn,lﬁﬂ]e moth knows how to imitate the air
Man thinks he stands uorivallel as an | pump, producing a vacuum, when neces
architect, and that his buildings arosary, without any piston beaides itsown
without a parallel among the works of body.

the inferior order-of.animuls. * He would |  Jf we think with .wonder of the popu-
be of a different opinion’did he attend to Jous ocities .which have employed the
the history of inseots; he would find that | uuited labor of man for many ages to
many of them have boen architects from pring them to their full extent, what
time immemorial ; that they have had'sh,n we eay to the white ants, which

their houses divided into various apart-

ments, and having stair cases, gigantic

arches, colonnades, and the like; nay,

that even tunnels are excavatéd by them

so immense, compared with their own
size, as to be twelve times larger than the .
Thames Tunnel.

The modern fine lady, who prides her-
self on the lustre and boauty of the hang- |
ings which adorn the stately walls of her !
drawing room, or the carpets that cover
its floor, fancying that nothing more rich
und splendid was ever seen, and pitying
ber ancestors who were doomed to un-
sightly whitewash and rushes, is ignorant
all the while, that before she orher ances-
4013 were in cxistence, and cven before
the boasted Tyrian dye was discovered, a
little insect had kaown how ¢o -hang the
walls of its cells with tapestry of a searlet
more brilliant than any her rooms can ex-
hibit; and (hatethers daily weave silken
carpets, both in tissure aud texture infi-
uitely superier to those she so much ad-
wires.

No female ornament i8 move prized add

costly than lace, the invention and fabri-

require only a few months to build a
metropolis, capable of containing an in-
finitely greater number of inhabitanty
than imperial Ninevch, Babylon, Rowe,
or Pekin, in all their glory ?

That iuseots should thus have forestall-
cd us in our inventions, ought to urge us
to pay a closcr attention to them and
their ways' than we have hithorto done,
siunce it is not at all improbable that the
result would be many useful hints for the
improvement of our arts and manufuc-
tures, and perhaps for some bencficial
discoveries.  The painter might thus
probably be furnished with more brilliant
pigments, the dyer with more delicate
tints, and the artisan with a new and
improved set of tools. In this last respect
inscets deserve particular notice; all
their operations are performed with adui-
rable-precision and dexterity, aud though
they do not usaally vary the mode, yut
this mode is always the best thit can be
conceived for attalning the end in view.
The instruments also with which they
arc provided are po less wonderful and
varions than the operations themselves,



