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THE CHRISTMAS CAROL.

P W.18va Chiristmas niîorniug. 'l'lie air wuas char anItt frosty,
aiid tlie suii shome loviiigly ; liilo tîto blii-tie ierry,

iiiurry beI4-carolleti bhithiely, spreadiug tlîe joyftîl tiîhiîgs als
far as tltey cotihîl. 'l'lie grotît was etiveti vith suow, avii,
keei'.ig as. it watq Chlristmjas, wvas îluiite seasotiable anti riglut.
1t ala> seiied to reriri onu of tue «' 1oIbe cf riglitcoutsnelis,"I
but tiien fliat ihi Il avbiter tuait sîioit," andî oir iiortai cyes
catiu r witiicss te itîtglit more puîre. Ai avel, we nîtit
watt ftor the otlier!

l'uit thiîe vas anntiter ineituuy goiîîg oit -a swveeteritii,
toe. Ntît iii the tr(ily mansioni, tnt lîy tue cottage tire - iL

Iaa iii the îteîulttttise, atît (bamimy Illake avas the îîîîsiciaîî.
i>oor Gra:iuy !W 1, site litut citniainet tif a cr:tckcdl voice
for at heast tlîirty 3 cai s, uiever diirmiiug tlîat Lte cterickc
Voice, (Ui sil-iut, andî ditl lieai-rin,p as tlîey bore lier gratiuahIy
away fruîin tartit anîd eartbîy tliiiigs, survuti luit te swceten
tle reitinatiIts (If lufe, so0 as te caUse oveut lntel8 to pause anti
listeit Ù) lierwavrtis. Tliero site ]av oui Iier Liny heti on titat
lîriglit Ciistinas iitoriting-for (Jraniiy bad itever Bat lit a
siiigle hour sinue. tirst site cuiteretl tîtat dreary abede, wliiclt
atas jîîst fruir *vcars agi> iow. Aroutîu lier stced a grupl of
clllitirei, andt c>ratiiy talked tii titeiti fovîngy tif tue grecat
lîîrtlitlay of tue Lord Jeàus. l'vcryui>iy luveul Graîiny, eIse
Lhil îatrutu huad uîîît aio dtiiose !tte viles fiece acce8s t) lier

licuisiue -,atnd (raityi iovci everyitodiv toe, ciao site %vouti.
iiever hiave lit. a loiigii). uhesi l t> spreld the C bribtutias

lthere Nvas a tcas'tutii, tutu, wiv Craîîny lout 1 te look ou the
siiiuv faces otf thi, ciiiltre. Years andu years ago, wliei site
%Vis yuttittg, jiit sticilu a siiniy fice liait liiked ut:) itîto liera,

a.ui a swtee Itttie Vo.cu iiatl calieti lier Motiier "-at, but, iL
aras :îil se lontg, long t.go !Andi siice tteli Netl liat goiie Lo
the Itai, antd G ;.tîimy liati cvlieo hure tu cnd litir da%~ s. Site
bail nitrVer Ltiigltt ti> Itive uhîtie so-îîît iii tîtos(ut i of

htrîghit, jeyomis liopu' ; bît tileti WC mever kîtow wltat await8 lis
iii the fuitture îhe lia 1 î~ît nai'glit (if _Ned silice lie wit5
tramisîorteul siuie fatirtîci eut c.rs tîatk. sotîte utait tîtat hie
aas mut çe'mltv of tlîe uit*. îicc %% Iii liait seuiL luiîn iter Lte

Nvater, oifly tîtît hie huai lte*î se itixed i tj iii tue aIfinr thiat iL~U;s liant to, juitgc. Gratuîy sa1ti tiever al aorut titis vvay o>r
fluat, ouve atemut oît.îî as efore l'ra3inîg, p)rayintg, pft3 itg te
tii great(. 1' it) lia% c uîîcircy, aîtd liai heur Neit i iglit tut tue
luat.0

Theii ('liistitas suit liait go!e diil-i offiy a fiery ghoiv
rea-itîmteui Lel oi f lus giîîriîtîs rcigiu. But aixuothier -Stuut wzas
sluctliig hrigltt lieamn.s iii Gmi-znny's roouui, ceu thte ' Sun tif

Iugucouues ,itlt iiealing in Ilis arings." Outwardly iL auas
gréey atid stili, a.ViLt ouiy an <iceasiomia i uoolibeant tickcriuug

Iur tlîruglu tue ciirtamuicss wiitdoav, rcveaiug a bit or two of
luehly whlicît laving luamtds hli pJaceit ai lucre (;raumuiy cttil sec
theti, te il wumnin bierseif sleepinug peacefuhhy ou i her bcd,
andI twe îlark sixatittus, arht seenteti to bu w ateluiiug te quiet
siecuter. By.anitibyc Granzny awokec; thon eue cf tie shatiows
îhifliiediiiuickly aîray itt a cornuer cf flic sout where the
grey liguit dii it f.0I, anti auleut a iiîuotbearn iikercd hy
tlue heu tuicre was omly tue nurse beuuuiiîg over it-tte nurse
%luo Itaî uinuhly inanageil te h ave Graimtn *Vplaccd iii a hittie
rooli ail1 te huerself, because-well, Leausu <zrauîniy aras gooti
antil lcedu by ail.

"I 1iteard soine eue inove away. hiave 1 licou iih?
Cramtny's voice %vias vcry p)atientt anti resigneti. M7%any a turne
'-aud silo awoke te Iind that a studon faintness huati frighteîd
hier kinid fricitis, and that tbe doctor liad sent lier te sleep
ivitlî lus never-failiîg powcr, for nuature te recruit bier wastcui
strcngtlu. Site titotiglit 110w titat it M'as tîte saine, andl fateci
iL was, te doitor avito hiati moed frein lier sie.

"G (raiuny," said thue nurse genthy, «"Graouîy, it is Chîristinas
l)a as 3'ot know, anti Ged bas licou very good te yen." Site

liautse,,amui Grautty toek up the avoril.
"Nus, ves, always gecî. Gooui in seîtding me yen te lie

.imîi te mite, andu gnou iii giviitg itue amiethuer Cliristinas Day at
ai."

VaY(s, buit Grii'tiy," anti the uurse's voice seenîcuî fîthi of
dlec1 ), tender feeling ; IlGoit bas sent yen a liotter Clîristinas
joy thita ycu eaui ever dreauît of."

'rThe clouds ecareui amay jutat tuten, and tîte mucomu ilboute eut,
rerealing cvcrytlîîng iii the rooni-G'auy's face îjniverieg,
atithi huope, the goutte, wcniaulv face of the nurse, ni

aniother - a darkLrv nian,lîe who had crept away inte the
sliadowy corner.

"1Ohi ! ticre's a letter f rcîn--fr-oiiî- ', CIrauny's voice failcd
lier, for- thu nurse's words lizd stirred the very deptlis of bier
Bout.

'.lheî the beatrded joan camne forivard, andi %itli a iow cry
fell uponi bis knees, anîd rositcd his hcadt wlîer it had su cf ten
lajit hufori', oit bis iiiother'o ])toast.

IIt is Ncd ! Ž'cd ny own Netl! aud foiîdiy the, aged
fili"eri stroketl the ulark, crisp lock8 ou that bowvedba.
Oh1, it w as toluchineg tu, %atch theli Su8 t0uehiný that the

nurse Nvelîk Bile hurried away to ftte al lighit. ['bey were
stili the L whei sile rcturned, only Girannty'8 lingers
wuere quiite dtili, antd lier face wvit t as tliouRli silo siept tito
lontg slel> of îlezth. TIhe nurse toucied Ncdl's armi aîîd hoe
lceked Up1.

1I hlave l<illeîi lier--iy good, patient iniothier !" lie crieul
bitterly ;but wviien tie uloctor, who clianceu to be in the bouse,
camne and loolied upon lier, ho said it was but ene of tue old
attaclie.

The usnal remetiies wecre apl)iied, but they faiied te pro.
duce sloop as licretofore, se wlin (iranîiy caime te lierseif, site
opeîiid lier cyes at once upen lier great Christmnas joy. The
doetor fuit ber- pulse, and then bcckoiied the nrse frein the

"Siiîizig( faqt," lie saitl gravely. "Isa tliat the son coule
lîoie agaiii *! fer lie kniew ail about NAd).

Yus ;iL w.îs bis coîniîîg whieli brouglit on tbe faintiîîg

Ahelul ! let liiiiu stay by lier ail the niglit, if shewislbes
it nething eaui hart lier ;sbe won't live till înorîiing tîtougli

and att s;uying, lie liurriod away te bis own hoine.
AUt througli the long, dlark heurs Ncd sat witi that feeblo

baud gra9pîing lus, the wbiho lie potîreul into, tîtat straiîîeu,
anxious car tho tale of days abat ivere genie by for ever ; anti
the tinttriug heait thanked God, for the Christinas carol had
beuit going on for Nod even iii tha. dlistant land. He said
that iL wvas lus iiiotlier's praveraî aîid (od's inerey which bail
wrcuglît tue change iii humu, andi now for years past lie bail
becît spreadinig Il the eld, old story "I by hotui hîfe and worté,

11111 i plca.ve Geti, aî hoe said, '' hoe wouhd go on a lir hiad:
ieguin." Once andu again ho had writteu, but tié jettera

înus-t bave beuin bîst, aîîd iîow, a frc aiu hiappîy in, hie bad
one giaddeni bis înotlier's heart anid inake lierhlappy tee;

Aht, ycs ; but lie littie knev itow nu-ar site wvas te eternal
joy Ncvertiolhess, wlîeî the grey dawîî .1ppeare! the djuli
Cars huad ccased te histeit antI the hîoart te tlîrob, anc -çed wvas
once monre alone.

Aiiothcr Cliristnias, and Xcii stanîds iii tho old chUircît, and
by ]lis sie a gexîtle wvoînan uvbeiii bu calis wvifo anotlier aod
another Great Birtliday Nvîll, in succession, corne aî%ti go,
hittie chihcireîî's veices will clte around bis table and C-raè3ny's
carol ilh stihi go oii, for Ned and his %vife are praying peoiffle,
%% liose lives aru daiiy praies te the Ono wvho came te tr.Ais
eartît andt livel1 aîîd suih'ed for uis.

Suicli hivus are Chîristunai carols! XViii your uneothers cesse
te sprcad, the blessed strains ? WVill you itet rather like
Graniiy pray for thiese near anti tcar te you, living te Goîl
N o)trseli, ant i nakiug mehody for otiiers. Tihen in the end
Grautiy's rewvardl ivili be yours, aîud the caroi-yonr life story
-shahl stili swell oit through other hives, înaing music botZ
in Ti,.%i and Turi.

Vieil , whien in scelles of glory,
You siîîg the Newv, 'ÇN Song,

'Twill bie the Old, Oid Story
iliat you have ieved se long."

MAR[AN'S LOVE.
N thiat moat interesting and useful bok, entitled, "Mister

Hrn and his Friu-nds," the Rev. M. G. I>earse relates
a iîeautifuily toueliing inicident, showing the depth of love
tîtat es'ea a littie cbulti ray show for Jesus. After a pewverfni
hoiiîily by Mister lera on the lhesscdness of giving te the
Ilord, thue author gees on te say :

Litthe <lid any tlîink that withiin a week of that Sunday
nxernitig Mr. Iforn's sermon wotîlti couic to the miud of one
cf the ltearers with a new rneanieg anti a force as if every
word of if lîad btcu on lire, and liad burtît its way riglit te
his hieart. That oue wvas James Niggardly hinîself.

0 f Mr. -Niggardly's threo datigliters, the yenngest was


