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CENTRALIZATION OF SCHOOLS, -

Tha followlng paper wus  under-
taken, at the reguest of the editor,
with the view of directinrg attentlivu
to a guestion of some importance Ia
the educationzl work of the province.
anitobs holds a high place in what
she uns done, and is dolng, for ed-
acation; and even with the gparse
settlcment, has placed tbhe means of
education within the reach of every
family. Tho rural sclioois are doing
good work in spite of disadvanta-
ges. Thelr resulis are steadily im-
oruting, and will comwpare favorably
with other places better sgituated us
to population and age of settlement.
‘The problem of schouls in an agrieul-
tural couatry must always presens
ooma qGifficulty, and the guestion now
being  considered i8, whether the
tlme is ripe ‘when by a modification
v!, or change in, existing arrange-
wents, they can be made more ef-
{icient.

To those who have been in any way
associated witk the work of rural
schools, the yuestiom must often hnve
presented itself, whether the results
secured are commeunsurate with the
_time and money expended. Just as
;s0cn s the requisite ten children are
in resg'dcoce, a 6&chool district is
formzd, a smcll buiiding crected, and
ateacher engaged. At flrst the num-

or on the gchool register, will be
about ten,,apd the average dttend-
2nece half that pumber. Axethe yea.rs
go by, the aumbers ma3® gracually
increasz to thirtys with’ an_avernge
attendance of .twenty. The school is
open for eight months in the year,
afterscards nominally for - the whoie
year, with holidays ir the winter,
but the attendance s so Tecreased
in the cold weather that often ihe
scuool might as well be closed. Us-
~oally “therS 13 & Aillcrent teacher
ecach year, a large number holding
third clazs cectifizatos. Owing to the

number of scliools to be vigited, the
inspector can only visit once & yeer.
‘fhe teancher, thersfore, hus to work
alons without the benefit freyuent,
supervision. The pupile vary in age
Irom 7 to 16 years. Under such cir-
cumstanees neithier teacher nor pupil
can work to advantage. ‘The teach-
er’s energies are distributed over too
large an area, and due grading is
impossible. In some of tlie schools
there would geed to be slmost us
muny grades as there are puplis. The
resilt Is that pot much is taught
beyond the general sublets of reud-
ing, writing, arithmetic, history, geo-
graphs, &nd cowpusition. The otber
branches, such as music, drawing, and
pbysical culture are lurgely a dexd
letter, while algebra, geownetry. etc.,
are unknown guuantities.

Th2 boy begius going to school when
aboat seven years old. Dauring tne
summer he attends fairly well, and
makes progress, bnt with winter's
approach e must stay at home.
There, as a rale, little or nothing is
done to keep up the work, and the boy
sprpds the tire forgetting much of
what Le has learned. When he gets
out the lollowing spring he ha& pro-
bably & n3w teacher, and some
tims elupses be{ore he comes to the
point where he left off the previous
yeyr: Thus it goes from year to yeur,
and at the age of fourteen, he leaves
Bchool~ barely up to the etandard of
® third class examination, aad with
von2 of the accessory actomp-
“lishmente which mean &0 much io
later life. ¥

Contrast this with the work done
in the city. : There large bulldings,
a2iry rooms. and pleasant surround-
ings constitute a stimulating environ-
meat. The enthusiasm of numbers
Locomes 2iso p valuable {actor.. The
clagses are closely graded, and a
teacher essily takes charge of fifty



