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fn the bounds of this Preshytery for the rematuder
of the scason.”

« Though there may not be maiy new stattona
growing up within the still wide boundaries of the
Presbytery of Hamlton, yet there are new apph-
cations for a supply of preachiag coming in to the
Preshytlery at alntost every meeting; while only

one section, comparatively small, has bheen eut oft’

from thieir mrssion fiekd since last year, by the sets
tlement of Mr. McKinnon at Sydenham, large a9
fus sphere of duty is. At the sane tnne the ime
portance and strength of the stations are vapudiy
fncrensing, and the calls upon the Ureshytery for
supply becoming consequently the more urgent,
They have cause, however, they thabk, to hope
that the Lord has been watering the Leld, and
that the ftuit will appear in due tine,”

The report concludes with the fullowing ac-
count of financial arrangentents :—

“ ‘F'he amount of the contributions to the [fome
Miaaion fund of the Preshytery, since last repost,
is £300 1s. 90, Of thig sum no lese than £100
is due to the hberality and the indefatigabie ex-
ertions of the Ladies® Aasociation, [{ambion, s
well as other sims to & consuderable amonnt con-
tributed by Associations connected with the other
scitied congregations of the Presbytery

“ It iy satisfactory to know that most of the
stations now receiving supply, have cagaged todo
to the very utimost of their power, to male up the
amaunt of the Catechists’ salaries, and that some
of the stations have made congiderabie eaertions,
The Presbytery has, however, consderable jialn.
lities, and every exertion on the part of the friends
of the cause within the hounds, and especinlly at
the mission stations themeelves, will be necessary
to enable thein 10 meet theirengagenents.”

“ The Presbytery have made every cxertion s
to arrange the services of the Catechists asto
give them as little travefling as possibie, and also
to sccure their comfortable accommaodition, so
that their studics may not e unnecessarily hin-
dered ; and it is hoped these arrangements may
prove auccessful.”

‘The portion of the Ifome Mission ficld which
we have been able thus to review, compreliends
no fewer than 85 Mision Stations, at which, with
more or less frequency, under the direction of the
Presbyteries, the ordinances of the gospel are ad-
ministered.  The Catechists, Students, and other
Missionaries at present labouring in thiy wade
field, amount in all only to 27. We would de-
tire to give thanks to the Lord of the harvest,
and congratulate the Clnreh that we have been
able to acad forth so many, but still we have much
reason to say, “ the harvestis plentcous but the
labourers arc fow.”

‘Your Committee would specially invite the at-
tention of the Church to the financial results as
presented in the reports we have now been cone
sidering.  On this depariment there hasno return
heen made by the Preshytery of Cohourg.  In re.
ference to the ather three Presbyteries, we would
remark, that we have mentioned the numbier of
missionary [abourers at present in the ficld, and
that the number this year is somewhat greater
than during the past; and we would alsa remind
the Synod, that during the winter manthe, there
were only four labourers in Kinaston Pre-bytery,
and that the Preshytery of Humilton was left en-
tircly destitute,  With these remarks we submit
the following tabular view of the state of the
Home Mission in these three Preshyterica:—

Mission- Fund cal- To enck

Statiens. aries. lected, Mixsionary
Kingston...15...... 6......L160 0 0 £26 13 3
Toronto....34......12...... 250122} 2017 8
Hamilton. 21....c. 7o.eeee 300 19 4217 4

Your committce has reason to helieve hat in
some of those Preshyicrice fram which no reports
have been received, the desiitution is #till grcater
than that which we have been considering, and
we 1ot that a vigourous cffort will be made hy
the church to extend 10 alt her adherents throusise
ont the conntry, the invaluable Wjeseings of a
goepel dispencation,

IL. In regard to the distribution of missionnrivs,
the Conmiittee have to report that daring the ses-
sion of Knox's College, they had ouly from six to
eight laboorers, to diztnbute over the fght Pres-
byterivs, consequently, sotie of the Preshytence
were left emirely destitute,  {t s distresstnee to
think of 0 many thousands of the members and
adherents of our chureh left for 5o many months
«“ay sheep without o ehephierd,” exposed 1o a
thousand dangers and ensuaning influegees, with
out any undershephierd to wiinand defend them,
or to leal them to the green pastures, and the
streams of hvang waters wineyy Chrst has so
abundantly provaded for his Church,  And that
this was tae conditon of persons, many of whont
had cone to our rhores, ay cingrams, to prov e
fur thentselves and fanulies the bread that ponshe
cthy driven by e from the lnad of thewr binh,
and have here been snlyeeted to a sl wore
dreadiul fanune, of the bread aud witter of Wfe,—
It 1y, howevers consolatory to think that in many
cases, 1 the absence of a nusaonary, the people
asscmbled on the Sabhath—the precions word of
Gad was read—umted prayers were offered up to
fieaven-=und the sound of sucred melody wag
heard comung from hearts that could so decply
sympathize with the feelingeand desires of the
sweet singer of Iarael, when his sonl thiested in a
dry and parchedd Lad, where there was no water.
Butin other ctsesyour Cotantiee hasreason ta lics
lreve that there were no assemblics—no mectings
for zocial worship. What an ureent call for caracst
prayer, that the Lord of the lanest would, in lus
abundant merey, send forth more Iabonrera,  The
Cummittee, however, would acknowledge with
gratitude to God, the progpccts which are pre-
sented to us a3 a Chureh, in reference to an iue-
crense of epiritual labourers. A bright day we
trugt is about to dawn upon us,  May we Lnow
and improve the day of our mereiful viitation.

At a meeting of the Comittee, held in To-
ronto, at the close of the College Sessinn, tor the
parpose of distributing the missionaries at their

disposal for the sammer hali-year, applications.

were made from the diflereat Preshyterine, for
amounting inall, 1o thirty<cight misionary labour-
crs.  This we believe was a number quite innde.
quate to meet the wants of the Church,  The ap-
plications "had been brought down to the very
lawest amount, from an micr hopejesness of heing
able to obtain any thing like an adequate supply,
and perhiaps from a_fear that they might not be
able 1o raise funda for the support of more, On
lnoking at the list of missionaries at our digposal,
then in the field, we found that they amounted
only 10 six, but when we added to them the 25
Students in Divinnty, that were rccommended to
ue, a8 qualificd for miscionary dutics, we found
that we had a force at our disposal, consisting of
no fewer than isiy-two, being only six short of
the present demand. Three of the Professorn

Jpp—

central agency to hear on the [ome Mission
fiells ‘The faet that s0 few reports have beeny
nade from Preshytenes—the small number of
ordained mmisters i geveral of them~the vast
extent of the field embraced wihi theie tndg,
and, we may add, the cirenmstances in whicls
many of our mimsters are placed, render it imy
possible for Presbytenca alone to extend ane
tivng hke an adequate supervision to the Home
Mission field,  There are wide districty of coun-
try, wlieh, we have reacon to believe, have never
becn visited by any member of Preshytery.  The
mestonaries that have been sent mto these loeali-
ties, me beft to feel their owa way,  Lurge con-
cregatinse adherng to onr Chineh, have never
been orgamizg d—no arrangements have been suade
w regrd to the payment of missionaries, who e
left to support themsclves as they Lest can, and
remove from one place to ansbicr, or altogether
atandon the field withowt the suwhorny, or even
the knowledge of the Preshytery, within whoss
hounds tiey are labonring,  Surely this is n state
of matters which ought 1ot o be altowed o cone
uate, As a remedy for these evils, abou eighteen
moathg agoe, this Committee, in conneetion with
the Sustentation Board, appointed 2 respeeted
sninister of tha Church, to et as Agent or Supers
intondent of Home Missions, ‘The work they
contemplated him to undertake, was, to visit the
distticts—meet with the diferent Preshyteries,
and, in conjunction with them, to visit the varioun
witsion stations—see to their organization (both
fur conducting public wonhip, and collecting the
funds pecessary for projerly conducting the Honre
Midionary aperations of the Chnrch)=—to devote
hi~ whole time and encrgies to this work—1to cor-
respond with, and give directiony to the ntission-
arica, and by holding public meciings in the various
conaregations, to awulicn and keep ative thronghe
out the Church, an interest jn this great work.
I'he csteemed brather refirred 1o, after niature
deliberation, felt it to be his duty 1o decline the
call of the Commiittees.  Dut the greater the ex-

_perience we have had in conducting the husiness

of yout Home Mission, the mare decply are we
impressed with the importance of having some
properly qualificd individunl to 6ill the office. In
the early part of the present year, the attention of
the Connmnittee wag directed to o respected deputy
srony the Free Church of Scoland, the Rev. Gil-
bert Jolnston, of New € k, a8 possesecd of
the néceseary qualifications, They appointed him
10 fill this office 5 and instructed the Convener 10
write to the Rev, John Bonar, the Convener of
the Colonial Committee, and threugh him to urge
the appointment of Mz, Johnston. To this com-
mwaunication, addressed to Mr. Banar, on the 2nd
of February, no answer has vet been yeceived—
nol even an intimation as to whether the Colapial
Coraniittee were inclined to give any attention to
onr ce ieation. Your C itice arc aware

kindly undertook to petform missionary duties, for
A time, thus enabling us 1o meet all the applica-
tions, with theexception of three—a result we
are sare which will be most grtifying 10 the
Church, as it was to your Committe.  We know
of no argunent enleulated to teli more pawerfully
upon the minds of your congregations, in reference
to the unspenkable importance of Knox's College,

“to the stability and advancement of our chnirch,

and to the olomn duty incumbent on them 1o
uphold it, by their contributions and prayers, in
a state of thorough efficieney, than the mere states
ment of the factabove-mentioned. And inanaking
this remark wedo not refer merely to the number,
hut alw 10 the character and repntation of the
young men sent forth.  The applications from
our I'reshyteries for students, were many ; and in
the mont of cases the same Preshyteries, in which
they had formerly lahoured, requested them 16 he
scnt back,—a gratifying 1estimony 1a their offi-
ciency and uscfulnesa; although, for several
weighty reatons, the Commitice did not ace meet,
in all cases, ta comply with these rrquests,

11 Yonr Committee is decply impreseed with
the neceseity of procuring smme more effivivat

that, in making this appointment, somc brethren
have thenght they acted without authority. Dat
it wag under the conviction that they were fully
warranted by the instructions already quoted, that,
they 100k this step.  And the Conmnittee woult
now camestly urge upon the Synod not 1o allow
the watter 1o diep. .

The cirennstancer of the Ilome Miasion fitht,
alrendy mentioned in this report, mnet invipess
every reflecting mind with the neceasity of more
combined central azency. It them cither con-
firm the appointment that hasheen made, ag can-
cel i1, and apoaint some other person hettee
qmlificd, if sach ean be found willing to undertakn
the wark. Repeatediy has the Synod issued ex«
cellent insiructions to Preshyterics ; bhut in how
many cases have these remuined a dead letter §
And, pethaps, in the circumstances in which soms
of our Preshyteries are placed, they cannot het
expected to do much more than they have done §
It one energetic lahourer, devating all hia tine
and 1alents to this great work, would greatly
strenathen the hands of snch Presbyteries; and
by the blassing of (God, might impart new life ty
the whole Chureh.



