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have sinned nml come short of the glory of (,n.l." “ Illc lieact is dcccul’nl
above all things, and desperately wicked,” « thow shalt love the Lond thy
Gud with all thy beart,” “ thou sliale love thy neighbouras thyself) “Gold
50 Joved the world thet he gave Ius only begotien Sun, that whowever
believeth might oot petizh but hiave everlasung hfe, ** exeept a man be
born agaw, he cannot see the Kingdom of hieaven"—thesr, and such
truths as these, the knowledge of which 1 necessary for man’s salvanon,
are eo clearly revealed that the weahest capacity mny comprekend them.

But it has been mgrnl a3 an objection to the possibility of autaming v
LXal of Jg™ of the ol e Sery hat
they contasn sruths beyoud mecumpnhumun of wan.  They (it has been
said) make known to us the Bemg and perlection of (m«l—nhcy tell us
especting his eteraity=hs i fus vitineciy 4 potet
w—that he 13 0 pure spirit, and yetthe suthor of watensl civatutes. Now,
“ who by searclung can find out God, who can find out the Amnginy 1o
pedfectionl”  Or what do we kaow of Ins provudence 1 Is ot not as m-
comprehennble as lus nawre ' Whatdo we know of the iy of pes-
sons in the umity of the God-head I W hat do we know of the myste
of God incareate ! What du we know, even, of the soul of man—olf
its ongin—of its present state and future destiuy 2 How can we come
prvhem] o)) thus imeand respecting God's sovereignty ond nan’s Jree
ogency ?

In reply to ubjections to the possibility of attaining a ful) of
understanding, drawn Jrom these ond such truihs as these, we say s=It
would be vamn to allege that the Senprures do ot contma many difficuls
ties: they contaiu mauy teaths swhich have a height and a depths, u fength
and a breadih, which passeth understanding.  Nor would they have been
a revelation from Gud to man had they not contained these very truths :
such my were tv be exp Jin sucha from God
to man—and they do exist.  But to those who are disposed to perplex
themsclves by these and such dulicuhies o3 tiese, we gay—thete 13 2 dfe
ference between a clearly tevealed truth, and all the grounds or reasons
of that trath, A doctrine may be clearly made known, and recorded as
@ part of the testimony of God, but all the rez-oas, the why and the
wherefote 1t is 50, is hid with God. "There are myciads of fasts, paipable
to the understanding of a child, but who can explain how or why they
exist a3 they do? Our duty is 10 know the truth revealed, whethier cone
prised in o narrative of factsswhether it is doctrine, precept or promuse ;
and no one ever yet seasched the Senptures with a desire to hnow the
nind of the Spirit in the word, but was led into all truth,

Buta* full of und ling” is
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2. It has been autacd by the Saints of God in ages that are past;
and 1t 13 but asserting a truism 10 say, that what has been done may be
done. How many of the peopls of God can say with the Psalmist—
* thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine ene-
mues, for they are ever with me,” “ [ have more undersranding than all
my teachers, for thy tesiimonivs are my weditation. I understand moze
than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts” DTs 119,98.100, It
can be saud of the people of God ja all ages, that their knowledge is bet-
ter than the knowledge of Egypt—*"Fhey have been made wiser than
Ethan the Ezrahite, and tfaman and Calcol and Darda, the sons of Ma-
liol)” because they have known the Scriptures; these are written in a
langunge with which they ate all familiar, for God in the Scriptutes speaks
to man's heart and head—to man’s desites and aversions—hopes and
fears. Man is addressed as a siuner, and every motive that can be
brought 10 bear on him as such, is used to terrify or allure. Man is ad-
dressed as teconciled to God by the death of his Son, and then the hopes
which cheer the just, the cansgl:n‘mns which il their souls with joy and
peace, are set before them.  They drink of these strcams of living waters
and are refreshed and jnvigorated. Many have known this, Say what
was the knowledge possessed by the wisest sages of Grecee or Rome re-
specting the world or its Creator—respecting man's relations, nature, du-
ties or destiny, compared with that which the humblest follower of the
Redcemer possesses, and which he has denived from the word of God?
He knows many truths g the Divine ch and provid
which the researches of the learned and the works of creation tend lo
itustrate and confirm ; and he knows truths respecting the Dwvine chae
Tacter and g which no hies, however diligently prose-
cuted, could ever reveal, viz.:-—How God can be just, and yet the justifier

uf the ungodl). And by the hg,lu \\blch llue word imparts, he unders
stands eveats in Providence that seem obscure and petplexing 1o others,
who do not toke the Scoprares as a ughs 10 these feet and a lamp to Wheir
path.

But how are we to attam fuil assurauce of understanding 1

1. The Scuptutes ehould be daily rad,

A wan o eash, and whe wasies to enjuy this Uesstng, mud not only
pray for, but partake of, g ** daniy breasd ™ Tins s esennial 1o bus exs
1stence and happiness. “The veey vegenbles need daly, foxd, hght and
air; to the childien of Gol who tive by fanh in the word of Gol, nred
dagly the smcese muk of the word, that they may grow thereby. A
ofien thea as the mom g or eventug comtes, 80 ofica shoald we be found
reading the stawed porin of Senpture - conwetion with the sworstup of
Gud, By domg <0, we inay esprer 1o g that knowledge of the wuth
whicl s vasential to vur cdifi ation and cantort. When we do so we
are but complymg with the express command of the Saviour, * Search
the senpture: Is tt not m a geeat measure to ke daily persal of the
Scoptures hiar we are (o ascabe the geeat dispanty which casts i the
epinnality and intelligence of men placed in the shine class of soucty ?
One has made it Inz duly oty and dehight to read the woid; he reganls
its truths as easennial to lus growth m knowiedge and grace as s daily
food is 1o his existence and enjoyment licre 5 nud because he difigently
pursues such a course, he is aiighty fn the Scapraree=-ptepated 10 give
an uhswer to every man that usheth a reason of the hope it 1s i him,
with meckness and fear.  Heis thus built up and arrenghened in his
most hoty faht. False Christs anid filic prophets may nse end draw
away many afier them, bat therr doctaaes and devices neather endanger
his stabihity nor shake his fankh.
the Scriptures are not tead, or tead oceasionally and caselessly, and his
knouledge, a3 might be eapected, s confined (0°a fow general prnciples
and even with tespect to these he has no well.grounded pegsuasion. e
kaaws little of God's character, purposes or providence , (o hun the scheme
of salvation 1s a complete mystery . hence hie 1signorant and sensual, not
having the spimit, and becomes an casy prey to any deceiver.  Hgw ree
quisite, then, is the daly study of the Scnptares  Hear God’s command
10 the [srachtes— Tacee words which | command thee this day shall be
in thine heatt, and thou shalt teach then ditigently to thy chitdeen, uud
shalt talk of them wien thou sisest in thine hoase, nnd swhen thou walk e
est by the way, and when thon hiest down and when thoa risestup ; and
thou shalt bind them for a sga upon thine haud, and they shafl be as
frontlets Letween thine eyes,”

2. ‘The pasticular topic treated in each portion of Szripture should be
ascestained and hept in view n our readings.  If we read with anention
we will ohserve that each of the prophets, evangelists and apostles, who
wrote a8 they were moved by the Holy Spiat, had some speciul objeet in
view 1n the communications which they weee honoured 1o make to imnane
kind. For example, the object of the Aposile John in writing the govpel
which bears his name, was * that ye mught hnow that Jesus is the Chirist,
the Son of God, aad that bebeving, ye might have hfe through his name
—and he heeps this ead 1 view from the first tothe last verse of his
Gospel, The object of the Apostle Paul, in his epistte 10 the Romans,
was the cxtubiton and allustration of God's method of justifying sinfol
man ; and all other topies tateoduced i that epistle, are to bo viewed as
confinnatory of thus great sulyeet. This being known (and it can be
known only by a carelul perusal of the vaiizus portions of the word of
God), we will posess the means of understanding the expressions and
phrases which appear at first sighit obacure,  If we keep this in view, we
will read the word with adyantage.  While we read with the conviction
that it is gaven by wspiration, we will read with the knowledge that God
adapts fus to the aud needs of Ins people.,

Another has tllowed a different couse

3. We should read with a sincere desire 1o receive instruction, and to
acquiesce in the will of God.

“Fhere i3 not a truth in God's word which has not been the subject of
debate and contention, and men have tried to establish ihexr pecoliar dog-
mas by the iestimony of the spirit, 10stead of coming to the word with
minds prepared <o receive and obey the truth,  Fa'sc views of the truih
have sprung (rom pride and prejudice, the offipring of an unsancufied
heart, not from any obscurity in the statements of the word. Some men

. come to the Scriptuses, not that they may be instructed, but that they may

be confinmed in their previously adopted opiions. They have received



