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Alas! fromn observation we are forccd to
the sad conclusion that a very grave
evil underlies the wholc matter.

How often have ive seen these and
sirnilar expressions used as pious ejacu-
lations to cover up conscious lack, not
only of spiritual powver, but also of
Christian graces, yes, and even of de-
fective morality. What ivaste of Miine
and encrgy in the private closet and
at the public altar in struggling after
this sort, whcn they migrht ho utilized
under the Spirît's guidance for the ad-
vantage of others 1

Truc it is that w'here there is lack
of power, or any of the graccs of the
Spirit, the attitude of a sceker is the
proper one, wbiether at home or in the
Cliurch. But hiow useless the sceking
which voices itself in words that imply
the irnpossibility of finding(,!

HOLJNESS CONVENTIONS.

"Corne and see."

Such wvas Philip's rcply. Natbanael's
,question ivas, «"Can there any good thiingl
tcorne out of Nazareth ?» Docs the
reply answer the question? Yes! No!
Yes, to ail Nathanacis; No, to ail others.

There were somne traits, of character
about Nathanael that mnade him the very
mian for such a test, and that largely
unfitted him for any other. But credu-
lity wvas not one of these traits. Hie
was exactly the opposite of credlulous.
?Neith'er was hoe preinclined to believe.

is question shows the contrary.
Nathanael was a frequent visitor to

that " fig-troc " in' his gardon. And his
visits wcrc neithor form-ai nor rneaningt-
less. They werc redolent with the spirit.
of devotion. Thev caught and flxed the
gaze of the "'AIl-seeing cyc."- So the
soquel shows. liero then was one fitness-
Nathanael bad for this divine test-be
prayod. God. being judge, hie prayed.
A man rnay " say cprayers " and stili
retain his prejudice; but hie can't P.RAY
,and do it. Hie, may l'say prayers," and
pti1l close bis eyes to the thi.ugs ho don't
,want to sec: but hae Qan't PRA&Y and
e1o it. He~ nay (CD ka long prayers,"

br e ti ti thý,atenings and

slaughter " against good people. So did
Saul of Tarsus. But whien Ç.od said of
him "Bchold, le pr-ayeth," the threatening
ivas ail] gone fromn bis rnouth and the
slaughiter £rom his hcart. lie was then-
rcady to "sce" the very men in whose
blood lhe had atready been revelling, in
anticipation. And 1b, whien hie saw themn,
they were the loveliest people lie ever
beheld. A littie praying hiad a ivonderful
effect on bis eyesight. Nathanaci was
fresh from that fig-tree, where he had
been tal kng almniost face to face with the
God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob;
and ail lie needed ivas to " corne and
se" Jesuis îvith his owvn eyes.

Besides, hie was " an Israelite indeed,
in whorn there ivas no guile." Trans-
parent honesty ivas characteristie of his
inmost soul. Hie ivas as open to convic-
tion as a flower to the sunshine. To
such a man, "coming" wvas "-seeing."
There would be no closing of the eyes
to the ligbit; no opening to things hie
wanted to sce, and shuttingt to those hie
did not want to sce. "Coxning" was
"secincr>" and <c seeing' w as believing.
Place such a man in the presence of
Jesus, and conviction wvil1 be but thae
w'ork of a moment. "Behold anI]sraelite,
indecd, in wborn there is no guil-e"
" Whence knowest thou me?" »"«Before
that Philip called thee, when thou wast
under the figr-tree, I saw thee." "«Rabbi,
thou art the Son of God: Thou art the
Kin"' of Israel." The question was
settled, settled forever; ai-id the great-
heartcd Nathanaci passcd in among, the
chosen-a candidate at once for martyr-
dom on earth and a thirone in heaven.

But the reply of Philip docs not
answer the question to any, save Na-
thanacls. Others carne, and saw ail he
saw, and yet reached exactly the oppo-
site conclusion ; and the conclusion was
just as final. Thcy followed Humn by
land and by sea; they watchied Ilim by
day and by night; they heard every ser-
mon lie preachcd, and saw every niighty
work îvhich lie did, and yct, thcy
neither believed that Hie was the Son of
God, nor admittcd that lie wvas the
King of Israel. And it was not because
they did not believe in a coming IMessiah,
and a corning kingdorn. They were fore-
most among '-the 'believers in both. But


