tence. ‘This, however, would hwe,
been but shghtly felt by me, as I hady
always been the child of misfurtune,
had not the partuer of my life been
immerge! in the same afllicting cir-
cumstances. There was however, 10
alternative, and [1zow brgan to think
of some new course of life, in which
my former studics might prove advan-
tageous. U thougiht that of a country
school-master would be the most hely
to answer iy purpose. I thercdore
applied mysell’ to the study of mur-
ray's English Exercises, and improved
myself in arithmetic.

*Phiere was, howevery one grand ob-
jeetion to thiz: T had uo money o be-
gin, and I did not know any friend
who would he inclined to lead.  In the

2an time the Rev. Archidearon Coy-
bett had heard of my attatchment
to study, and having been infor..cd of
my being in Longnor sent for me in
order to inform himself of particulars.
Pohim I communicated my citcun
stances, and it is to his goodness that
1 an indebicd for the situation Tat pre-
sent filly and [Lr several other valuable
benedit s which he thought proper gen-
crously to confor.

LMir 1o was afterwards wapleyed
as Oricntalist to the Chureh Missivpa-
ry Society, in whi~h situation he so dis-
unguished himseh' s to lead to bis ap-
pointment as Professor of Arabic in,
the University of Cambridge. e has,
lately been appointed Regins Professor
of Hebrew, in the same Chiversity.—
Hehas already published several jeurn- |
cd works, winch place hita amon the
first schedars of the age; and is now
engaged in prepriing fusthe piess @
Hebrew Lexicon and a complote conrse
of Lecturesunthe Hebrew Seriptures. )

‘Tounde 1 and eadowed by tiw Ly o Cuibeit
owners of ting estate.

t Nephew aad suceessor to Robert Corben,
Tq tefore mentien~d.
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RAIDORICAD,

“4As Morality 15 the scicuce of buman hie, so
ilistory may be defined to be merulity taught by
example.”

ANECDOTES OFF POLAD.

We have colleeted from Flotehars
History of Poland, latcdy published
in Harper’s Family Libvary, a few in-
teresting anecdotes, chiefly of men
who distinguished themsclves in the
more early times of that unfortunate
country.

Auong the most execllent princes
that ever governy 4 Poland, were tw..
of the name of Casimir—the first dis-
tinguished by the appelation of the
JusT--thesecond by that of the GrREAT.

Casimer thie Just reigned in the lat-
ter part of the 12theentury. ‘He was
indeed,” says the historian, ‘the father
«f his subjects : he viewed the oppres.

THI CANADIAN caski

sions of the nobles over theserts with
an eycof sorrow ; and though it was
notin his power to change the consti-
tution of Polishr suciety by emanepa-
ting them and making them perfeetly
hulependent, what he eould do he did,
in protecting them by strict laws from
waiton erielty.?

tle was not only Just, however, but
he was mild and benevolent-—as the
following ancedote may  prove:—-* tle
was one day at play, and won all the
money of oneof hiz nobiluy, who in-
censed at his ili fortane, suddunly
struek the prince a blow on theecar, in
the heat of his uncontrotled passion.
He fec immediately from justice ; but
being pursued and overtaken, Was con-
demned to luse iis head,  ‘The geuer-
ous Cassimer deteriined olherwise,
‘T am not surprised,’ said he, ‘at the
gentleman's eonduet ;5 for nat having
it in his pow.r to revenge lutseif on
fortune, o weirder e should atiack
her favorit: muae b After these genet-
o1 wards Lie revohed the sentence, re-
turned the nobicmaen his money, and
declared that he alone was faulty, as
heencouraged vy example a peisicious

| practice that niight terminate 1 tie

ruin of hundreds of tie people)
Casimer the Greateane totae throne
in the year 1933 and died 1370, e
was a prinee of wailike talents, and
added considerably to his bhorditay
domzins by conguest. Bt he had a
Lutter claim to the graistude of lis
subjects. Before his time tacre was
no cade of statuies; precedent, opu-
ionam! passion were the oterbaing
assessors on the thibunal of justice.~-
There wvas indeed aconfusad mass of
laws, but Casimer, il Polish o tinjan
was the first wio caused them to be
reduced to o consistent form.  He ap-

| pointed reguler courts in epch palatin-

2ty which fixed fees for the Judges. N
dilhe content Lims i with waebing
statates for his people, but guarded
the welfave of all rauks with the most
jealous care, and was amply reward-
ed by their love and respeet.

But amnug the greatest of the Po-
lish princes, and the one in whose reign
his countey seeins to bave attained lis
highest glory, was Sigisinund Augus-
tus.  [le veigned in the 6th century,
and was cotemporary with Charles V.
and Francis 1. He had no sooner as-
cende:d  the throne, than factious were
formcd against him, because he had
marricd withont the econcurrence of
the diet. The objzet of this choice
was Barba Radziwill, widow of a Is-
thuanian noble of no great consequence.
‘This marriage had been contracted se-
crctly before his father’s death, but he
publicly acknowledged it on comingto
he erewn.  Firm in his affection and

-
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tathiul to his vows, he would not brealk
his domestie ties, alihough his constan.
¢y might cost him a kigdom. ‘'The
coutest did not, however, come 1o this
ensts 5 for the kmg dexterously turned
the attentton of the noblesto theirown
interests and heard no more objections
to his marrmge. But Sigsmund did
not long enjoy the domesue happiness
wlueh he so well deserved, for in the
course of six months, death madehim
a widower,

Darmg this rcian, Copernicus, the
areat precurser of Scewton flourished,
He was horne in 1373 at thorn, and ed-
ucated at the aniversiy of Cracow.
About th:s period also Adam  Zaluzi-
ansky the Poiish Linzus, published a
work on botany, entitled MeTHODUS
fIurBaRrIA, 10 Whicn he exhubits lus
suxual arrangements of plants, But
what is very remarhable, “There were,!
suys the lustoriun, ‘perhaps more prin-
tig presses at this tine in Poland than
there have ever been sinee, or than
taere were 1 any other country of
flurope at that tune. There were
eighty-three towns where they printed
book 5 and in Cracow alone there were
filty presses.  The chief circumstance
wlich supported so many printing hou-
ses in Poland at this time was the lib-
erty of the press, which allowed the
pubiieation of writings of all the con-
wending seets, which were not permit-
ied to be printed elsewhere. )

Nur were the Foles less advanced in
that most colighted feeling of civiliza-
tion, rebgious toleration. When al-
mostall the rest of Kurope was delu-
sd with the blood of contending sec-
taries 5 while the Lutherans were per-
ishing in Germany ; while the blood
of above a hundred thousand Protest-
ants, the victims of the war of perse-
cution, and the horrid massacre of St.
fartholomew, was erying from the
ground of Pranee against the infamous
‘Trinmvirate and the hypoeritical Cathe
‘«rinc de Medicts ;5 whtle Mary made.
i England a firery ordeal of persecution,

and even theheart of the virgin queen
was not cleansed of the foul stuff of
Ligutry, but dictated the burnings of
the Arians, Poland opened an asylum
for the persecuted of all religious, and
allowed every man to worship God in
his own way.

Wiih Sigismund ended the dynasty
of Jugecllion, and theprosperity of Po-
land. ¢ Ihs funcral bell,? says the his-
torian, ‘was the tocsin of anarchy,’
being witheut a male heir, the monar-
chy afterwards became elective ; and
ueighboring princes contended for the
prize of the crown, until it was ultim-
ately broken in pieces, and a final divis-
ion took place ncar the close of the
last century,




