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'n the wider circulation of the LIely Scriptures in al lands' there-
fore.

II1Éesolvcd, That it is net the province and duty of the Anierican
and Foreign Bible Society te attenipt on thcir owu part, or te procure
frein others, a revisien of the commonly rcoived English version of
the Sacred Seriptures."

Four diEtinct linos cf policy are bore marked:
1lst. The Society bi nds it.self te the perpetual and exclusive use of

the commuiin version without condition or hiope cf change.
2iud. Lt probibits itself from ever revisîng or correcting it, declar-

ing this net te be "lits province and duty."
3rd. Lt forbids any encouragement te others te, de the work for the

Society, asserting t.hat it is flot its province and duty te procure a ra-
vision freni others.

4th. Lt imposes a construction upon the Constitution involving a,
pritieiple that extends beyond the English. Fer if, because the Con-
stitution definos the objeet cf the Society to, buI "te aid in the wider

1circulation cf the Holy Soriptures in ail lands," THEREFORE, it is net
"-its province and duty" te, revise, or procure the revision of, ue ver-
sien, it cannot be its province and duty te reviso, or procure the revi-
sien of, any ether version.

The Society having thus deeisively assutned an cntirely now lineocf
policy regaréling the principle of pure versions, proeeeded te enforce

Ithat pelicy .by .reinoviug froni office those officers and managers (with
the exception of the Presipent who resigned) whe were knowni te bu in
faver cf ronioving the orrors and obseurities fromn the comnnin Eng-
lish version.

As a consequence of the vstal change in the clînracter cf an institu-
tien once se j ustly esteeîned, it becanie necessary te orgainize a body

Ite take the place ivhich the Anierican and Foreign Bible Society bad
i abandoned. On the lOtli of June, 1850,

TRE AbMERICAN BIBLE UNION

WVas constitutcd te be the representative, exponent, and abvocate cf
pure versions cf the Sacred Seriptures for the world. The following
articles frorn its Constitution will shew that there is no danger cf ever
undergoing' the sad change 'whici lias destroyed the vitality cf the
A. & Fi. B. S. as the advocate cf a principle :

'ART. II Its objeet shal bc te rocure and circulate the inost
faitlifii' versiLons cf the Sacred Sersptures in ail. languager through-
on~tthe world.' l

'ART. XX. This Constitution xnay be altcred by two-tbirds cf
the mcm ibers present at any annual Pneetinig cf the Union; provided
only that no alteration shahi be ruade in the Second Article, which
defines the object of the -Union, without a uuanimous -vote, and one
year's proviens notice.'

The Ainerican Bible Union is designai te sustaîn ana. eneoir
age pure versions of God's word througheut the world. lIt designe
to spare ne expense and ne exertic2, 'which may ho needed te pro-
cure a correct English -Bible.

That plan bas beez aought; whioh will bc moat li.kely to combine


