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all wpray 8 by oa futar v far

nde I wall bo petier thint you
ots ored B Unn-we g thie Jotter; aud ns tas s
e o tton bostimdl o ever winite to s, f.or-
g oo vt b ooflor e nw words of
froabh v W oone o whony [ -hail al-
Way el deeply antoroste d. The fualt of
veur cianeter 15 want of purpose. Do not
Mar-tohe Lo anptiin of the memant for tie
e stupainn ol yous leart, and do et !.hr-m
et e 0y pat-tal - ool i PUCCLen GiLW Tik
wp ooy A O LR N PSS tt.! !lt? w!ll('ln
I won yuat o poonovs Lol definite obj ety
Mt o vabe e dongor to anbark o suine
Wby wateot. Had Vbcon a1 alivuld
B oo saintienas Longine ety don
Dyedey for the lust time T enll you s, for-
gove 1 o thius prosuming 1o dictate to one
Wit 1o Juntly rogred, sud bilicve me
oy 1y ur trae wdl wikher,

¢ Zok bE GRAND-Mar1ioNy,

Aod thus was the wotnan I Lind throwa
ever o 2o Mia, Mantiap, this was tuc true
and et lart 1 had disrogardod aod tor
grealle to- Aund Luw, fnl'nuu“n, 1 Lad y re
ward. D alonld never s her mores 1 had
lunt Jier bove, nud was nuworthy of her frande-
wlup - Al Zow-* it would indeed have boon
bt had we never aet. 1 was worthy of
Lo, ven ey th o Jhitless aud unpoltuted
fn‘\ hood; and row, alar! how ean 1 dar- to
think of cueh purity as yours! My wioak
atnd vacillutang clinrneter, ovor acted upn by
the sutlucnee of the mowment, ¢ uld nover
Liny ¢ tiate 4 wath your i h resolv - your nobl
and unselfish spinst. 1 amio truih, o bong
of un inforior order. Ay, oven now, when |
aw frosh fron the pertsal of your gencrous
and forgiving litter-——when my lieart s
aure, with the thought of your utter saenlice
of ull your hop s—a sncritic wh el I am -
capabl of muking, but whieh 1 can il ap.
proct- the image of Plora Bdwont rs
andst the wreek ol your happines , aud
out Lt st frosh baaaty my cathiest sdol.
oot teow, untaanty, ungrate wly, hoartloss it
many wppenr, despite of pity, Cespite of shawse
td ¢ acrse, sone thing nomy hauost soul
wl -pars trimnphantly— 1 am frec! [ am
free !
St peeple are dvtaanined belioy s
the nuth of ‘prosontiments,” othas aseert
that W' ueh funei 1 forehindowigs of the
futyr ar bat the uwousensicad T et o
W b ey s acted upon by an oxeitod brain,
Eotho- how g guay, 1 can only acconnt for
wy b yaney of spards duriug th day fol-
winze the reedipt of Zo- s letter - a8 com-
wunacation which ought to have madi: 1.
th reuglly unhappy, wineh did fill me with
boter tegrets and Lburning se'f-ropronct, by
some vague prophotic sense of what was
awa gt ane at one of those solomn pof -
e e yelopta county ball, immad.at. 1y about
ttake plner. Thos bally be at understond,
was i gearly ponanee, ndergone by the ne-
abiy goatry and spun arehy of - -—shive,
witte o fortitude and rost_natton worthy of a
bottoy eanse  That their presenc: o toc
eonnty asstmbly raomis —a spacivus structure
et dever the zaoly, where the votaries of
20 vps chore disturbed with thar revels the
ooy nal factor i his cell—was o volun-
tary dnncipling of the severost order, | g:ltln-rl
troan the faet that, exc pting some of the
>-un cetof the very youny ladies, I never
Yoard any one putin a good word for th une
gt bl T was a bore-it was ot
g e —the Toutus were always Loty and the
woathier wens always cold—the passuges wer-
Hlighitedd, and the movn sure to be off duty
—all tho roa Is m the viemny were bad, aml
s fon the ipusic— den t ik of the muose?
Lt 1 otwatsty vt ail these denwbaeks,
fong ecasnltanoe » as to 1he propri- tv of at
teudane wer nveniably wound upwihile
annual * however, | SUppose we snust goy”
and tlns i Lal obligaotien served to bring a

L)
von cotadonble pusber of winte satic
d s and ’beny uocher ths (o ansist at v
-t W had, of conrse, talled it o

wo ot Haverly,  With e oxeption of

Camtmnlel . who thouglt it charmant, we

0
tha-atralsan:
-

1 e Th 0 18 LAt t A
Lt rooty ul'«ululhl) fall ol N
fluttcred i with thor ety bromls
derly young ladies, whose montls, ng Luvish
wonld have sad, don't boar {ooking 1uto,
cinded bolumd thar fans, and seemed as of
Uiy winhie 1 somcbody would ack them to
duues 5 and while the country damscls
blushed and giggled, the London girls stood
creet nad scornful, under the  conscious ad-
vautage of having  capertenced & suison tu
town,  Eiduiy gentlemen toddled comfort.
alny ap to tie fircpluce, aud cmiled blandly
trom behind char white wastconts. I main
tuin tunt uubody chjoys o bali po much us u
quitt uld gentlens. Young woulllbe dau-
dien ntood 1 the dovrway, sud the wore as-
piring clung tenuerously to their hats; aud
stail fresh arrivals kept  pounng o, an
quadniles were beang formed down the whoie
length ot the roots.

$had adrcady cxeeuted sundry  daty-dan-
cuay L to stricdy cgoaned by Siv Peregrine
previots to my depaiture, and was in the
wpdot of what has adways beon to e s favor-
1ite ntusunent —mmncly, watdung the his-
trtume powaies of iy fliow-crentiares when
ais thaar beot Lennvior and attived i their
company tnavners—I hal cver been reward-
ed by witnessing & beautifal picee of acting
ou the part of Mrs. Grump, whe was ud-
dr ssiag ¢ dear Angyling’ in an affectisnate
whisper that would never have led one to
supposc she worricd the pouor girl's life out at
hotne ~when, far off amungst the crowd,
turniug away o e, @ eaught the outline
uf a gracdful head, the droop of o gloasy
ringlet that could belong to none upon carth
but Flora Belmonl. My hend swam—1 felt
ulwost sick with exeitemnent ; but  mannmg
myslt by a severe cffort, I lbowed 1y way
actugs the room. 1 tound myself face to
fuce with Ilorn. 1 know not what 1 said—I
bwsve no recallection ol wiant £.ok place ; bat
a fow ot s lat.r found mo standing  op-
posite to her i a quadritle, trembling hike a
gl but naving wys If to tue utmost to
maester that vnotion waich I conld see was
shared to no sl oxtent by 1wy partner.
Hurdly & word did we exchange—hardly
once did vur cyes mect durimg  that shortest
of quadnilles ; yot swn tuing  told me that
silent, distant as shie was, 1 bad not been for-
gotten.  Siw lovhdd paler nud th nuer han
when I nad seen ner i London 3 but hers
was & lovehiness which ueituer sorrow  nor
sichnuss could desiroy —that winmng beruty
of LXprossion, to witch reguiurity of features
15 ouly &n vutward aosihary, the setting of
the opal, the becotmng garm.nt of the soul
within,  Hor sand sook as she rested it on
my arm at the eonclusion of the davee ; and,
with u norvousi ss cqual to her owa, I hesi-
tatinzly proposad to take Ler to the tea-room.
We scated ourselves 1 an aleove somewhat
r-movad from the rast of tue dancers, aud in
shaking va.ce 1 found cournge to ask her
where she way stayiog, and whether Sir
Angelo Parsvns was oue of their party 2 The
lock withh war It she veplicd served t¢ show
we how e mplet-dy [ bal been mistaken—
how crucliy I had mn-judged her. ¢ On that
hint 1 spake.” Th. torrent that haa for
months beent aceumntlating at my heart burst
18 banks at lust @ L told her of my love, of
Cartouelt’s letter, of oy utter misery and
despair. 1 attributed my reckless Tinbits,
my deep piay, all my nusdemennor, to my
wopedoss wretchedness when I heard of her
ramvied mminage,  She, an her turn, con-
ded to wie bow heart-bioken stio Had been
at the many reports concermny my conduct
and evaracter which Mrs. Man trap had
taken eare should ron b ber ars—how  sie
Bud disbelieved for a tane, ¢ 1] eircumstance
Alter carcumstanes, cuch  corroborating the
uther, aud cnding waith * that dreadful du 1’
with Major Martingale, had fore:d con-
vietion upon her—hew Ler father had warn. d
hor that 1 was o rone sud o gambler—and

bt took plee . danng that nuaporiant in-
terview ;. nor  ure scenes such: as wo

had severally and collectively espiessed our

then enacted for our mutual bencfit, of much

I

bW sue was at that  mowent happier
tian the had  been for months! It
wouid  be & ancrilege to relate  alls

untes wn e E] ‘ b
of o s viguaot domestie, and the pamful
cilort, so drended by the  sluggard, termed
¢ getung out of bed.’ )

1 could have sworn, on the morniug alter
the ball, that my repose had only lasted five
winutes—a brillisnt five minutes fruly, x}-
lummated as it was by the unage of my afli-
anced Flora—when my uncompromusing
servant entered the room, under a burden ot
hot water, clean linen, top-boots and spurs,
and showy appliances thereto belonging,
wheran st was my wtention to over-ride 88
much as possible the Hark.Iollua  hounds,
advertised to * meet’ onthat day at Haverley
Hall.  Oh tho dehight of that first motnent
of consclousncess, ere 1 could gather from my
seattered faculties whatit was that made my
heart bound so lightly m my bosom l—the
first dawning of * the sober certaioty of wak.
ing bhiss,” worth all the dreams ever yot sent
by Proserpme through her ‘ivory gate.'
Could mortal man ve happier than 1 was on
that auspieious morning ?  Debts, difticul-
ties, and annoyances wire all torgoteen ; if I
thought of Zoe, 1t wus but o twinge of ro-
proach which enhanced the joy succceding
2 momentary a pang. Flora was mine!
Such a thought alone was sufliciontto fill my
entsl atmosphere with sunslune, nor was
it an unpleasing undercurrent of ideas that I
was that day to nido a cupital horae, with as
crack a puck of hounds as Euglund could
produce. The oniginal young thorouzhbred
one, whose tuition tirst brought about that
interview with old Bugon:t which obtamed
for me a comwmission in Her Majesty’s  Ser-
vice, was now an expenenced, steady, and
very capital bunter—

¢ A matchless steed, though somewhat old,
P-awpt 1u his paces, coul and boll i’

bhonor of the friondly old
general, denominated ¢ Sir Benjawmin.'
Such ‘s mount’ was in itseli an
auticipation ot success ; and wunu that
remumbers the idial Yaur s wlieh * gog
well' thirough & fine run’ confurs upon the
brow of unaginative twenty-vne, will refuge
to sympatiuze with my  feclings of exhiluara.
tion and oxcitement, as X descended the
staurs to partake of that mernst of weals, 8
hunting breakfast !

Tite party were assembled when I entered
the dimug-roomn, and 1y veing five munutes
later than the rest cailed down upon wme
many o jecring reproof for my * dissipated
Loudon habits.” The jadies were all present,
having expressed thear tention of s:ang as
wuch fun as possible from the earriages, un-
der the guidance of Sir Peregrine, who for
the first timae was unable to jown ¢ the field *
on horseback. Julia Batt was very anxious
to have ndden, but the Roverend Amos—
who despised all sports but shuooting, and
thought hunting very danierous—woull not
hear of such a performiuee.  Had it not
been for these parental objeetions, Tom
Spencer would never bave scen  as well us
bie did one of the finest runs that over took
place over that couutry. How the youung
Indy looked in a hat, [ amata loss to
say; but judging from want sh+ was in a
certain pank bonnet, I should imagine her

and, in

ridmg-costume must have mado her fasci-
nating and piquante to a degree. - Poor Tom

the hounds arrived, 10 pay their morpine!

that makes half the pleasurs of a ball in the
countsy. Stained red conts dotted the st-ps |
at the hall-Jsor ; and -booted gentlemen,
whoso nerv-grequired adittl. bracing b for, i
encountering our Haverley fences, straggled
into thoe howse for a smsll gluss of cherry-
brandy, afier their gallop to covert, Dragalid '’
nud panting-hacks wero  briug led awuy,
whilst silent sharp-lboking grooms wer.
using their own pockét-handkerchiefls to re-
move every speek orstain thag might mar
tue glossy coats of tlios- powerful high-bred
hunters they had brought sv carefully to the !

placo of meeting.

them « little too light, but even suoh criti-
cal veterans wust have confessed that ghox
they looked *all over like going.
The horses were well-bred, power-
ful animals, unusually sound, and with
action that promised jumping capnbilities to
tako them over that strougly-euclosgd coun-
try. All the winor appliances were in keep-
ing with the more important itews of the
establishment ; and though last, not least,
the voble master himself, a perfect speciimen
of bis class, the Ligh-bred Buglish gentle.
man, was overy inch a eportsman. Look at
hirta now, a8 e comes galloping up, a littlo
lute ; for o geat in Parliament cutails its
duties as well as its advantages. and Ictters
must bo answered, even though & field of
eager horsenen may be kept waiting by the
delay. Look ut him now, with his manly,
open bearing, his fine athletie form, the flush
of health upon his cheek, aud the sparkle of
pleasure 1n his eye, as with frank courtesy
and hearty good-humour Lo exchanges
grectings with oue and all, from the stately
peer to the burly yeoman, cre he ridis into
the middie of the pack, who, with fawning
countenances and waving sterns  welcome
that well known voio , aud say if Lord
Rasperdale 18 not the beau ideal of what a
muster ot hounds should be.  Joy tuu -hes
his cap, giad to see him at first, for now we
shall begin. My lord exchanges his Lack
for his bhunter—a powerful, thoroughbred
chesnut, (hat it is nst overy man who could
ride, but who, when han lled by a workman,
ounn show ¢ how ficlds are crossed.” At that
sigual, there is a gencral move, and in the
widst of fidgetiug horses, matual greeting,
aud much cigar-smoke, the hounds trot
away to draw Haverley Gorse.

* How are you, Digby, my boy 2’ burst

on iny ear in well-remembered tones; and }

turning sharply round, T recognized my old
triend Cartouch—the last person I expucted
to seo at that particular moment, Hearty
was our mutual greeting, and many were
the 1nquiries as to our domgs—past, present,
and to com.. Cartouch was fond of hunting
8s ever, aud baving got togother a capital
stud, was now commencing the season with
all the ardour aud euthustasm of a boy.
Save a few additional -citows'-teet, snd an
occasional hine of silver 11 the  glossy ULlack
hair, tho Coluuel looked as young as ever;
and although be could not then have, been
very tar from tbe halt-century, his fine
figure, graceful seat, and daring lLorseman-
sinp, would have led & stranger to =uppose
he was still considerably on the sunny side
of middle age—whrnever that very conven-
tional period wuy be supposed to begin.

* Ther:"s a fox in that gorse, I'll take my
oath,' snddenly cxelaimed he,an the midst of
a long Canndian covversation, in which we
had zot interested ; *look at those hounds,
how keen they are,’ as one after another,
cwarging from a large long strip of open
wood, wuich they had been unsuceessfully
drawing, roshed, with ears ercet and rising
bristtes, towards the prickly covert. ** Siv
Benjamin’ secined to partake of the excite-
ment, for he figeted ubout, suntched impati-
ently ut his bridle, and trembled under mo
almost ar muuch as the evergreen brauches
which wers shaking above the backs of the
busy hounds. ¢ Always a fox at Haverley,’

Spencer | Sundry neighbors dropped in ero ! said Lord Rasperdale, as e walloped by to

call some foot-prople off from a highly com-

salutattons 80 1y father, or to talk over the | man-mg position thiy hud taken up exactly
previous evemny, and its events past and o] against the spot at which the wily animal
come, with that sort ot retrospeciivo seandal | was likely to zo away. Even wiile he spoke,

a clear sonorous holloa rang through the air,
and thoush I crammed the spurs into * Sir
B njamin,’ and rattled him down the middl.
rlde of th: eovert at a pace wirich world have
made some racchorses look toolish, I only
renched the other end in time -to sce the
honuds pouriug like a cataract over a high
stake-bouud fouce, which crested the opposite
eminence, accompauicd by the taint and un.

‘necessary ¢ too-too * with which Joy indulaed

hitnself on his horn, and the futter of * my
lord’s * coat-tails, as he disappeared dn the
furthier sidu of tho fence. * Now for it,' I
thought,~there will bo & rare scent over

amany. treagures lurk concealed iu ta

over overything o quadruped  wmight ﬁﬂ
aud in condition was fit to run for th J) g
with all theso advantages, and yo-
weight upon his back, the deep ridge
furrow, tho wet holding soil of Mavey o
tures, largo enclosures of from 50 g
acres, together with thick, blackthorn fi)
sometimes adorned with two  ditehes
occasionally forfeited by a strong oak 3
gave him, clipper &8 he was, quite cugg
do at the cxtra pace crented by (hat 1 ‘
soonting grodnd. I lancy none of u, pagt
ted the dolay, when a ploughe fi-1d, jug
front of Waterley Ash-bauk, broged
hounds and horses to & nheck, aud affys
o little breathing time, sadly requirdd l,yd'
latter. p
¢ What o eapital thing,’ snid Cartogel X
¢ gudli & country.’ i
¢ 'The fastest fifteen minutes I ever agR
wy life,’ remarked Lord Rasp rdale, pr. g
out his watch ; to which Tom Spuncer .,z’
cd, a8 lio jumped off for onv mewme e
relieve lus pauting steed, ¢ Wo laye 4
done yot ; L'l bet my future bishopne
over the vale, aud wo shall have® tiye Squsyy
o negotiate, twenty feet of water and e
banks I’ &
Sure enough Joy hit off his fox, in g
masterly manneér, at the fortlior cnd g
Ash-bank, and we wero soon canteriug g
the hill at'a somowhat reduecd rate, ;yf
over an eagier condlry—the hounds, gy
iiad proved to us the pace at wiuch 48
oould run, now showing to adumiativg
cluseness with which they could {1t ;s
far in the distance, amidst the vivid gray
tho fertile water-mendows, a line of wilk £
disclosed the winding course of the ranzigy
less Squelch. Duep, sient, and siupyisiy
the waters ot Li:the is that forbiduing st -8
Many a gallant hunter hus coolcd syt
ing sides in its broud wave, aud, cxira 3R
with difficulty by a teum of Lis  fellowc B
tures and a stout cart-ropv, lus acqun
hsgh-bred disgust at the pure elewent,
nover. oleared a brook agan.  M.ny )
piring youth, whose vaulting ambition
acknowledgo neither difficulty nor das
has hero baptized the unpad-for coat,
drenched to wrotcbedness tho vaingle
leathers ; while many a cautious vig
writhes under a twinge of sympathetic I
bago, as ho recalls his ill-advised attensy
ford the treacherous Squeleh. Bridies,
rup-irons, spurs, whips, and cigur-ca-cs—-53g

s

waters of oblivion ; and who can tell
liow mauy more they way close for cve,d
that gloomy day—long, long may it be J
ferred |—when the last who-whoop &y
sound over tho decline of tox-nuntiug, ¢
merry England—merry theu no more=i;
see lier wole remaining pack of Loz 2o
vanish before the uncompromising appra g
of aniron age. In the w antim-, ti-
is iinproving ; Wwo are all onc- more 1w
swing; thoold grass on which w: B
aguin got is sound and springy ; avly 8
borses, &8s wmay be supposed, cowmphiy’
sobered.  There are ten wen with {28
bounds, and, of these, three are showiug
wistakable symptoms of Lavmg g
‘enough.’ Cartouch has got a dirty &g
although he is unwilling to confess the §;d
which no one soems to have wituessed. l5qg
Rasperdalo is still slightly in advance dyg
and ‘Sir'Benjamin’ is striding away o o8
me, as ouly thorough-bred horsus can,
when subjected to severe and sustuiued
ertion.  Joy is sailing along, never 4
lLis cye off his hounds, and leaving ¥
thing but the choice of pace tu bus horse (o}
repays cach unlimited confidence by 4g;
his best. The scent is 80 good that a ki
man Las to interfere but Little, and oun
given us a specimen of his skill at  Asb
which proved him- an adept in his
Thus it was -that, notwithstanding =8
instinctive cunning of bis kind, we ¥
still upon such good terms witn our fir;
promuscd to place bim in band ere bety
reach the distant forest, now scarce v
in the far horizon.

(To be Continued.)



