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edere now, v o only lingers in the ill-or- (
dered m.md.s OF & 1" 31 e very ignorant
and prejudiced. Lo unda the work «q glo-
riously accomplished on the Founryy op
OcToBER, 1860, would be like breaking our
heart-string< ; and no minister of the united
church would contemplate such a catastro-
phe without feelings of the most poignant
grief. Never has a church conducted her
operations more havmoniously than  they
Preshyterian Chaveh of the Lower Provinces
during the last two ycars. God has coun-
tenanced the Union by giving the spirit of
brotherly afiection to his people, and gra-
ciously preventing troubles that might rea-
sonably have been anticipated with anxiety.
Political and worldly motives were attribu-
ted to the charches at the time ; but even
our enemics would blush to bring forward
0 baseless an accusation now. We have
already lived dewn the calumny. The
strongest Protestant body in this Province,
we have brought no undue influence to bear
on any party ; we have yiclded to all their
due; we have, by the good hand of God
upon us, done to others as we would have
them do to us.

Such has been the happy result of Pres-
byterian union in Nova Scotia. We trust
that hefore the lapse of many years we shall
he able to rejuice over the healing of other
breaches—that the adhierents of the Estab-
lishea Church of Scotland and the scattered
remnant of “ Reformed Preshyterians” may
sec their way open to rally round the one
common, glorivus Banner of truth so faith-
fully held aloft by owr own church,—and
that thus the Presbyterian family may show
aunited front to the cnemy in the day of
battle. et us pray that the Spirit of union
and brotherly love may be poured out in
rich effusion on our dear brethren whostand
aloof from us; and let us so act that they
may fecl the depth and sincerity of ourlove
notwithstanding their attitude in relation to
us, It is the duty of the strong to deal ten-
derly with the weak.

The union movement has been manifested
mainiy in the Presbyterian branches of the
Chuvchof Christ.  This weregard as a spe-
eial token of the favor of the great Head of

the Church.  Ile is strengthening us, e is

welding us together, beeause ¢ has a great
work forus to doin the world. Perbapswe
shall have to endure thefiery ordealof perse-
cution® perhapswe shallbe called to conquer
wations to thesway of our X1xa : nay, with-
out a peradventure, we shall be ealled upon
to po and to surwrk for Ilis sake!

Ty CaxaDa the united Church is advanc-
ing as peacefully and suecessfully as its mosk
sanguine friends could hope.  ‘I'he same we
believe is the case in Victoria, although
sorne clements of trouble have existed there
from which, happily, we in the west arc ex-
empt. A union has been “ virtually accom-
plished” in Eastern Australia alco, between
the adherents of the Established Church of
Scotland, the Free Church, and the U. .
Church. The ministers first declared them-
selves in each case independent of their pa-
rent churches in Scotland and then agreed
upon the following Basis :

BASIS OF UNION FOR PRESBYTLRIANS IX
EASTERN AUSTRALIA.

“« 1, That the Word of God, as contained
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes-
taments, is held by this Church as the su-
preme, and only authoritative, rule of faith
and practice.

“TI. That the Westminster Confession
of Faith, the Largerand Shorter Catechisms,
and the Second Book of Discipline, are the
subordinate standards of this Church, and
that the Form of Presbyterian Church Go-
vernment, and the Directory of Public Wor-
ship, are recognized as valuable works of
reference.

“TIL. That with regard to the doetrines
contained in these subordinate standards re-
lative to the power and duty of the civil ma-
gistrate in matters of refigion, the office-
bearers of this Church, in subscribing these
standards,arenottobe held as countenancing
any persecuting or intolerant principles, or
as professing any views in reference to the
power and duty of the civil magistrate, in-
consistent with the spiritual independence
of the Church, and the right of private
Jjudgment,.

«IV. That this Church asserts for itself
a sepavate and independent position, and
that its highest court should possess supreme
and final juvisdiction over its inferior judi-
catories, oftice-bearers and members.

«V. That this Church shall reccive min-
isters and probationers from other Presby-
terian churches applying for admission, on
their affording satisfactory evidence of thejy-
qualifieations and cligibility, aud subscrib.
ing the formula.”



