
I

betrayed a bloodthirst-y tendency, as
Matchus rnight testify, or niany of us
would be cut off in the flower of our
fabrications. Peter, if the narrative be.
true, proved hiniself an unworthy eus-
todian of the occuit powers lie hiad
been entrusted with, for it could only
be througli the agency of Peter that the
deatlh of the unfortunate couple could
liave been brouglit about. To suppose
that the ET'RENA. directly visited with
death a petty deception about a real
estate deal is more than even the aver-
age Toronto Christian believes in bis
helart. 'rhat death rnay have occurred
ini both cases as dcscribed is perfectly
credible, but to scck to cstablish a
relation between the falselbood and the
fatality is flot only mnislcading but
immîoral. If death occurred it was for
deeds w'orthy of death wroughit ini that
or previous lives. Lying Nvill be visited
on the plane -Df the deception in every
case. IlHe that doeth wrong shall
receive aizain the wrong that lie bath
donc; andâ there is no respect of per-
sons " (Colossians iii.- 25). If Peter
ivrought the death of Ananias and
Sapphira he thereby incurred the death
penalty which lie is said to bave en-
dured.. "Vengeance is mine: I wil
rcpay, saith the Lord."

Fcbruaty 14. Actsv : 17-32.
The anecdote in this passage owcs its

picturesque Sunday school quality to the
greneral impression that the "lAngel of
the Lord " of verse 19 wias one of the
white- winged denizens of another sphere
wvho came to earth for the purpose
described. An "langel " siniply nicans

a messenger," and there is nothing in
the context to indicate any more extra-
ordinary intervention than the usual
Eastern methods of jail-delivery. It
is observable that Peter's examipie of
breaking jail is flot comnîended to the-
prisoners of the present day, even w'hen
they account thcmsclves as innocent as
Peter.
Fcbruary 21. Acts vi: -I-1-vil : 54-60.

Stephen is one of the mobt romnantic
characters . ai the NvlboleCI)ristian history.

ryet Paul, who apparently inust have
hieard his last dying speech, neyer once
refers to him ini bis preserved writings,

THE LAMP.

and by implication in Galatians i: -ïi2,
even secms to deny having heard hii.
Stephien means Ilcrown," and lie ivas
the leader among seven w~ho wcrc
chosen to represent the churcb or
society in their business. Hlis carcer
surms up and pa-rallels tie career of the
Mate in bis wvork, bis teaching, bis
rnartyrdoni, and even bis last words
ILay not thîs sin to their charge." His

transfiguration, verse i5 1 asoigi-
cant. '1hat Saul w'as consentîng to the
death of Stephen, the 1 "crowvn,> if it be
interpretcd as the trystic death, may
also l)e suggestive, but the niysticism of
the Acts certainly appears to be sonie-
what far-fetchied.

February 28. Acts viii : 1-17.
Mi'le appearance of Simon Magus ini

the.story of the Acts is an interesting
testimony to the existence of the science
of magie in Apcstolic timies. The
English translation says Simon Ilused
Sorcery.» The Grcek says hc Il was
practisinigrnagic." Tie wordilMagos is.
rendered Ilwise nmen"' in Matthew ii - i.
The version of the Acts is naturally a
garbled account of Simon's life, which
must bc investigated ini independent
and unprejudiced records to be appre-
ciated. A perusal of flhc surviving
fragmnents of bis philosophy %vill indicate
the exceeding improbability of Uic story
of verses 18-23, tbough. the spirit ex-
hibited iii verse 24 can hardly be
objected to. As the chapter stands it
affords a valuable contrast of the differ-
cnt estimation in whiich the Raj and
Hatha Yoga systems were even then
regarded.

THE closer the approach to onc's
Pro/otjýfe " in Heaven," the better for
the niortal Nvhosc personality wvas chosen
by lus owvn pet-so;zal dcity (the seventh
principle), as its terre--trial abode. For,
with cvery effort of will towaird purifica-
tion and unity with that "Self god,w'
one of the lowver rays breaks and the-
spiritual entity of mi is drawn iiigher
and ever highcr to the ray that super-
sedes thie first, until, froni ray to ra.y,
the inner maîî is drawn into the one-
and high est beamn of the Parent-SU N.-
Secret .Doctrine f., p. 639.


