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KillingS>urplus Bees.

HI7 E ethics of the )illing or preservation of
bees is a matter that muet be left to the
individual interested. The question bas
two sides with good men on both. .ut

the question bas an economical, side too. la fel
killing of-bees the best disposition we. can make
of our property ? It càn hardly.be said that it
-is in our present cigcumstançes. .For granted'
that there isno market for them in-thè fal., th%
* case is different -in the spring. I know t i.t'
there is a considerable.spring trade in. bees >;b.-
tween Canada and the United. States. They
ara brought no-th in pound lots, in nuclei and
in-full colonies. And the prici in Ctnad for
colonies in May and June ranges from tive to
ten dollars. Now it will pay to keep our stocks
over the winter even should we sell them at four
dollars each. And at this price who can .doubt
ihat à m.rlýét can be had for ail our, surplus
stock. • There are ùIlousands of farmers.in Can-
ada who have not a single sfock on their farins
.and who wotild, b: induced- to buy at -the Iovwer
rates.

J.R. BL.CK.
B'arrie, Feb. 15,. z89o.

There. is force in what our friend.
Black says regarding the .pur.chase of

bees-by-thegound." Why, if we are
to-'have. surplus. bees, for purposes of
destruction in the fall, will it not pay to
keep then over tilt spring, even if you
sell then -'* by -the bound " in April and
May. There. will. be nioney in it, to
keep them over thus, and sell t.hen even
at tiee lowy prices asked in the South.

For The Canadian Boo Journal.
Destroying Surplus Bees.

HE 'ricle by Geo. Wood under the above
caption, in the C. B. J. fQr January ..9,
touches upon a subject which has inter-
ested.me for some time, and I well know

that the views.expreÉsed thera are not generally
popular, and to such an extent is ibis true, ihat
'. .beekeeper :entertaining them may alndst be

considered to lose car, I believe in destroying
bees in a humane manner, wien tha.tservès our'
best-interestjust as I believe in killing animais
fit for food when that servn s our best interest. 'Ti
killing of the animal does apply I hal:1, so far
es hupanity is concernea, espe-ially calves, in
d;i-districts. I have, for a considerable tine,

advzoated that there is nothing.to be gained by
l dpubling-titt" colonies in the fiIl, if either

colony is of a\erage strength, and has a good
queen. A colony for'some ti~ne* qieenless, and
requeened after thé most of the breeding seisci
is over, is ône dangerous to winter Much
may be done towvards successful wintering by
destroying doubtful colonies. A g>)d jn'ige of
bees, and, an.experienced band houild., if he has
150 coloniesand destroys thirty, have the ad.
vantage dver anothe'r bee keeper with the same
number,'and of'which he has destroyed none.
He cn dispose.of colo'nies not liable.*to winter
successfully. 13y so doing he saves, the honey
ui e to the colony which will not winter. It
t..bs dien to destroy bees, if we c-nnot dispose
of them to advantage. As a beekeeper, it does
not pay ne to raise up competition (1 amn not
one of those who would, .by iving others the
dark side of. beL keeping, prevent them from •

keeping bees), in my line of business, yet a:n .1
tiot courting it by giving my beca away to my
neighbors, if ·it pays them to tak-e thtem. Ikight
here, I olaIhm-it dqes not pay an y man to. take
bees, without hive or' combs after the -bilk of
the honey flow is over. A fall flow of loney is
one to be depended on less than any other and
alth.ough in rare instances more, very ruclt
more may be secured, yet on an tverage not,
more,. and not even so much, "as .woald ha re.
quired for winter..catn b secured. * when a
hive bas to be purchased, foundatio urchased,
and the risk run of food for winter having to b
pcurhased, to say nothing of *tÇxlcnse:on bees,
freight and pac'king, I maintain that it is .unwise
for any one, and especially fo: a 'beginner . to
take þees in that shape at that' tim. of the year.
It wil gnerally pay,better to purchase .colonies".e,
in good condhtion.in.the. May and June following
at e oo.or bvcn S o.co each .,e.the.n has lost no
honey. Froin these latter colonies first. class
swarnismay be antiipatied, which is a.very
important item in ecuring a large hverage yield...
in. an apiary.

110W TO 1>EsTRov·.
Yes, b .s consume much stores after the

close of the honey season, and right here it
woild be well tosay, be sure you know% when
the honey season closes. When y ou are certain
there is no source from which you can. secure
auy more honey. take the col6nies you are going
to destrIoy, and remove all combs without brood.
Put the balance with as fev colonies 'as you
can, putting on oneor two upper stories to con.
tain them, and put thte bro.od futrthe. advanced
together, facilitate rernoval when ha.tched.
Tnen briinstone or chlorotorm the baes which
have beén shaken from the cômbs,, This, .
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