NORTHERN MESSENGER

SCHOLARS’ NOTES.

(From the International Lessens for 1879, by
Bdwin W. Rice, as issued by Amestcan Sunday-
School Union.)

; LESSON XVIL
ArriL 27.]

THE COMING SAVIOUR.—Isa. 42 ¢ 1.10.—[About
712 B. C.1

ComMiT To MEMORY V8. 1-4,

Behold ! my rervant, whom I uphold ;
Mine elact, in whom my soul delighteth;
1 have put my spirit upon him; -
He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.
2 He shall not cry, nor lift up, :
Nor cause his voice to be heard in the stree:.
3 A bruised reed shall he not break,
And the smoking flax shall he not quench :
He shall bring forth judgment unto truth.
4 He shall not fail nor be discouraged,
Till he have set judgment in the earth :
And the isles shall wait for his law,
Thus saith God the Lord, :
He that created the heavens, and stretched them out ;
He tl;n.t spread torth the earth, and that whict cometh
outofit;
He that giveth breath unto the Deople upon it,
And spirit to them that walk therein :
6 T the Lord have called thee in righteousness,
And will hold thine hand,
And will keep thee, tnd give thee for a covenant of
the people,
Kor a light of the Gentiles ;
7 To open the blind eyes,
To brivg out the prisoners from the prison,
And them that g1t in darkness out ot the prison house.
8 Tam the Lord : that is my name :
And my glory wiil I not give to another,
Neither my praise to graveu images.
9 Behold, the former things are come to pass,
And new things dolI declare :
Before they spring forth I tell you of them.
10 Smgunto the Lord a new son%.
And his praise frcm the end of the earth,
Ye that go down to the sea, und all that is therein ;
The isles, and the inhabitants thereof.
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GOLDEN TEXT.
This is my beloved Son, n whom I am well ]
pleased.—Matt, 3: 17,
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CENARAL TRUTH.
Chrigt is the model of all true service.
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Coxnnecrep Hisrory.—Igaiah having foretold the eap-
tivity of Judah 1 Babylon, had announced their deliver-
ance,which was to come through Cyrus. From Cyrus asa
temporal deliverer, the prophet goes op to foretell their
spiritual and full deliverance from the eaptivity of sin.
through tho Messiah. )

NOTRS.~~The Book of I-sa'-iah containk chiefly prophe.
cies with some history. It was probably written and ar
vanged by Isaiah mself. The tirst portion of thebook re-
lates mainly to the Jewish people and their foes, with
prophecies about Assyria, Moab, Egypt, Syria, Edom,
T'yre, and some historical facts of the reign of Hezekiah.
The second portion is chiefly a prophecy about the
Messiah ; Isaiah has been called the * Gospel Prophet.”
OFf sixty-six chapters, forty-four are quoted or referred to
in the New Testament, and Isatah is named as the author
of the propheey twenty-one times. He id smd by tradi-
tion to have been sawn asunder when ninety years of
nge, und during Manassel’s reign. = Smoking Flae, or
** dimly burning” wick of the Eastern lamp, which was
otten made of flax or other similar material, laid in a nar-
row urn-gshaped vessel, used ag-a lamp,

EXPLANA I'MONS.

LEssox Torros.—(1.) Tae SAVIOUR'S CHARACTER. (IL)
Tur Saviour’s MISSION,

I, THE SAVIOUR’S CHARACTER. (1.) Besowrp, the
prophef represents God as speaking; MY SERVANT, see
Matt, 3: 17; mugcr, or chogen, 1 Pet. 1: 20; bx-
uearers, Luke 3: 22; junement, salisfy justice or
law ; Gextiues, all nations except the Jews. (2.) Nor
cny, Chriat works silently in the heart; Nor LirT vp,
that is, ** nor shout;” BRUISED REED, a leart struggling
against siu, yet weak as a broken reed, he will not
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3 He in despised and rejectec of men ;

A man of sorrows, and acquainted with griet ;

And we hid as 1t were our taces from him ;

He was despised, and we esteemed hiw not.
4 Surely he huth borne our griefs,

And carried our SO*TowWs :

Yet we did esteem him stricken,

Smitten of God, and atflicted

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquilies :

The chastisement of our peace was upon him ;
And with his stripes we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray ;

We have turned every one to his own way : b
And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all,

7 He was oppressed, and he was afilicted,

Yet he opened not his mouth : TR
He is brought as a lamb to the slanghter, 7
And as a sheep before her shears is dumb,

So he openeth not hils mouth. |

8 He was taken from.prison aud from judgment :

Aud who shall deciare his generation ¢
For e was cut off out of the land of the living :
For the transgression of my pgople was he stricken.
9 And he made his grave with the wieked, .
And with the rich in his death; S
Because he had done no violence, 1'%
Neither was any deceit in his mouth,
10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise bim ;

He hath put him to griet :

When thou shalt make his so:l an offering tot sin,

He shall gee his seed, he shall grolong his days,

And the pleasure of the Lovd shall pros per in s hand.
11 He ghall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be

satisfied :

By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify

many ; 3
For he shall bear their iniguities.

12jTherefore will I divide him a portion with the great,
‘And he shall divide the spoil with the strong ;
Because he hath poured out his soul unto death :
And he was numbered with the traasgretsors ;
And he bare the sin of many,
And made intercession for the transgressors.
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GOLDEN TEXT.
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body
ou the tree.~1 Pet, 2: 24
——i0i——
CENTRAL TRUTH.
Our salvation is through Christ’s suffering.

|

crugh, but streng(hen ; BMOKING FLAX, weak i

he will quicken by grace, see Note. (4.) FAIL, grow
weak ; DISCOURAGED, or ** hroken,” not hindered ; 1sLES,
the most distant lands; nAw, his reign, or government.

1. THE SAVIOUR’S MISSION. (5.) $TRETCHED THEM
ouT, poetical, deseribing the creation of the heavens, as
£ they were set up a8 a tent ; COMETH OUT OF IT, a8 herbs,
trees, ete. - (6.) THERE, the Messiah; RIGHTEOUSNESS, for
just and boly ends ; FOrR A coVENANT, in fulfilment of &
covenant; propLe, Israel; uignr, Luke 2: 32. (7.)
BRIND EYES, physically Dblind, and also spiritually blind.
John 9 : 89 ; FrouM Prisox, bondage of sin. (8.) GRAVEN
1mAang, idoly, Ex. 20 : 3,4, (9.) FORMER THINGS; those
early foretold,

‘What do we learn in this lesson of—

1. The puipose of the coming Christ ¥

2: His manaer of work?

3. His success in his mission ? :

4. The resalt of it, to Jews and Gentiles

Knowledge of Ohrist.—~Johm Flavel cempares our pro-

gress iu the knowleige of Christ to that gained by those
settling in a newly digcovered continent. At first they sit
down by the sea side, and upon the borders of the land;
gradually they search further into the hear( of the conti-
nent. The best are ouly on the borders of this vast con-
tinent of knowledge.

——

LESSON XVIil.
May 4]

THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR.—~Isa. 53: 1-12. [Abont
: 712 B. C.|

CoMMIT TO. MEMORY, V8, 3-D.

1 Who hath believed our reg‘ort ?
And to whom ig the arm of the Lord revealed !

2 For he shall grow up betore him as a tender plant,
And a8 a Toot out of a dry ground :
He xl’zuh no form nor comeliness; and when we shall
#ee him,

7] L

NOTES.~ Sheep. The sheep of the East ave not placed
in fenced fields, but led out to pasture, and watched by &
shephierd. His yoice they know, and will usually follow
and keep near to him ; but sometimes they stray away for
grazing and are logt in the mountains, His generation, oF
«t @ig manner of life who would declare,” alluding to the
trial of Christ, when no one was allowed to bear witness
to his character, as was usual in crimmal cases His
grave. Hebrew sepulchres were usually on some ele-
vated place. Verse nine is rendered ‘‘ And his grave Was
appointed (by his evewmies] with the wicked, but with a
vich man was his tomb,” 8o was it; Christ was placed
among malefactors by the Jews; but Joseph of Arima’
thea, & rich man, gave lim a tomb. No form. The Bible
avoids any particular description of the personal appear-
ance or face of Christ.  All paintings of him are only the
iden of artists, without authority, as are various desorip,
tions in ancient writings.

EXPLANATIONS.

Legsox Topies.—(L.) ResecTeD oF MAN. (I1.) SUFFER-
NG #or MAN. (111.) His PERFECT SACRIFICE,

I, REJECTED OF MAN, (1.) xerort, ‘‘revelation” or
dootrine, in resard to the Messiah ; Ary, power. (2.)
ug, the Messiah; SHALL @row, or rather o grew;”
pEpoRE HIM, in God’s presence, see Luke 2: 52; DRY
GrOUND, barren or neglected soil, 8o Obrist came out of
barren or despised Nazareth; rory, xee Notes. Some
render * No form nor comeliness, that we should wish to
look o Inm ; no beauly that,” etc. (3.) emrimr, Heb,
¢ gickness ;7 WE HID, Heb. “*as a hiding of faces from
him,” or “ from us.”

II. SUFFERING FOR MAN, (4.) HATH BORNE, fore-
told, as if already past; OUR SORROWS, literally “painsg’”
cauged by sin; smiTTeN, a8 if he lad sinned. (6.)

Phere 13 46 beauty that we should desire him.

WoUNDED, * plerced” or tormented ; STRIPES, or bruises:

6,) ALLWE, Kom. 3 : 10 ; GONE ASTRAY, a8 sheep from an
Eastern shepherd; tar 1N1QUITY, penalty for sin, 2 Cor,
5:21. . (7.) LAMB, Rev. b6: 6, 12. (8.) TAKEN FROM
PRISON, or “ taken away by distress and judgment ;" B1s
GENERATION, see Notes ; cut oFF, by violent death. (9.)
MADE HIS GRAVE, see Notes. See Matt, 27: 38, 57, 60.

Il HIS PERFECT SACRIFICE. (10.) preaAsED, God
permitted, or was willing ; WHEN THOU, ete., or “ when

the fruit of his work, saints. (11.) TRAvAIL, suffering ot
soul. (12.) DLVIDE THE sPoIL, Matt. 12: 29 ; WIiTH THE
@RrEAT, or “ with a great company’ ; NUMBERED WITH
TRANSGRESSORS, Mark 15 ; 28. -
What do we learn from this prophecy—

1. Qoncerning Christ’s hamiliation & .. TS

2. Abouthis suffering and death ?

8, About the fulness and success of his work asa

Saviour ¢

: LESSON XIX.
May 11.|

THE ' SAVIOUR'S CALL —Isa. 55:
{ 112 B:. C.

1.11. [About

Commit 10 MEMoORY, v8. 1, 6,7,
1 Ho, every one that thirsteth,
Come ye to the waters,
And bhe that hath. no monay ; come ye, buy, and eat,
Yea, come, buy wine and milk
Without money and without price.

. 2 Wheretore do ye spend money for that which is not

bread ?

And your labor for that which satisfieth not ?

‘i:eark:n diligently unto me, and eat ye that which
good,

And let your soul delight itself in fatuess.

3 Ineline your ear, and come unto me :

Heur, and your soul shall live ;

And T will make an everlasting covenant with you,

Iivenihe sure mercies of David.

4 Behold, I naye given him for a wituess to the people,
A leader and commander to the people.

5 Behold ‘thou shalt call a nation that thou knowestnot,
And nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee,
Because f the Lord thy God,

And for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath gloritied

n
thee.
6 Seek ya the Lord while he may be found,
all ye upon him while he 18 near;
7 Let the wicked torsake his way,
And the unrighteous man his thoughts :
And let him return unto the Lord, and he will have
merey upon him;
}:nd to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8 For my thoughis are not your thoughts
Neither are vour ways my ways, saith the Lord.
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
80 are my ways higher than your ways,
And my thoughts than your thoughts.
10 For as the rain comefh down, and
heaven,
And returneth not thither,
But watereth the earth,
and maketh 1t bring forth and bud,
That it may give seed to the sower,

eater :

1180 shall my word be that goeth forth out my mouth :
It shall not return unto me void,
But it shall accomplish that which I please,
And it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it

&8

the snow from

and bread to the

(2]
GOLDEN TEXT.
If any man thirst, let fim come unto me, and
drink.—John 7: 87.
—t0t—
CENTRAL TRUTH.
Salvation is free to all,

2 o

Coxnrorep History.—The prophet follows his picture
of Messial’s character and sufferings, by a prophecy of
the truits of the Megsial’s work ; the enlarging of the
Church and its safety. In view of the promise of Messiall,
the prophet makes a general call to repentance and faith,
und deseribes the success of the Church.

To THE ScuoLAR,—Study this invitation of the Lord,
a8 it it was directed to you alone, Be careful to accept
now of grace so treely offered. ;

NOTES.— Dal-vid—beloved, a sou of Jesse, and the King.

his soul shall have made an offering for sin ;”’ HIS SEED, |

“thetrar

of Judah and Israel after Saul; reigned 40 years, 1055—
1015 B. C.; was a gieat warrior; author of many
Psalms ; appointed Solomon as his successor on the throne
the Messiah was of his house and linéage, dcdording to
promise: Thorn. There are eighteen or twenty Hebrew
words in the Old Testament which are translated in our
version, thorns, briers, thistles, ete., without much re-
gard to the uniformity of rendering. The thorn here in‘
tended was clearly regarded as a useless, if not trouble:
some l?ush. Fir,m our version, probably includes three
varieties : (1.) the Scotch Fir; (2) the Larch; (34) the
common Cypreas ; all of which are still found in Lebanon.
It was one of the most useful of trees for building, and
various other purposes, and hence is contrasted with the
useless thorn. Myr/-tle, formerly myrties appear to have
been more common than now near Jerusalem, They are
sll found in Samaria and Galilee, and are used to
form booths during the Feast of Tabernacles, as they pro-
bably were in Isaiah’s time.
EXPLANATIONS.

LussoN Torics.—(I.) THE GRACIOUS INVITATION. (1I.)
Tur Graciovs Promise. (IIL) THr Gracrous Fur
FILMENT,

1. THE GRACIOUS INVITATION. (l.) EVERY ONE,
Jew or Gentile ; wATkRs, seeJohn4: 10; 7:387; Buy,
Heb. “*weigh,”” as money was weighed in payments. (2.)
SPEND, Heb. * weigh.” Coined money was not very com-
mon, hence gold and silver were paid out by weight ;
SATISFIRTH NoT, see John 6: 85. (3.) INCLINE YoUr
EAR, listen and obey ; COVENANT, agreement.

I, THE GRACIOUS PROMISE, (4.) mim, David and
David’s son, Christ ; LEADER AND COMMANDER, See Matt.
4:19; 7:29; John 13: 34. (5.) 9HALL CALL, through
Chnist, this doubtless refers to the calling of thejGentiles.
(6.) NEAR, ready to hear. (7.) THE WICKED, perhaps the
openly sinful ; vNrRiGETEOUS, the outwardly mora’, but
inwardly corrupt man; our Gob, the God of Israel;
ABUNDANTLY, literally, ** he will multiply to pardon.”

UL THE GRACIOUS FULFILMENT, (9.) HIGHER . .
YOUR THOUGHTS, God’s ways and thoughts infinitely
greater and purer than man’s. (10.) RETURNETH NOT,.
that is, not without doing its appointed work. (11.)
vorp, empty, useless; Sext 17, God sends his Word for &
special purpose.

Which verses in this lesson teach—

1. The freedom of the offer ot God’s grace?
2. The need of immediate repentance ?
3, The purdon of those who return to God now #
4. Final trinmph of the Gospel ¢
—————
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