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WESTERN OCEANA.
CANABALISM,

Tn tho January number of the **Auuals
of the Propagation of the Faith,” we fimd
(says tho Catholic Advocate) a letter
om e Revd. Father Chevron, dated
Futuna, 21t October, 1841, which gives
an interesting account of the inhabitants
of the two neighoring islands, Futuna §
Arofi, where the writer has been for some
timo engagad in the labours of an arduous
Apostolic ministry. From the “following
extract we can understand tomething of
the character of theso islanders, and form
somo estimato of tho meri* of that gener-
ous soll-sacrifice and devotion which in-
duco the missionary to persevere in his
sacrad underiaking.

“Umil now,” writes Mr. Chevion,—
“ religion has mado but little progress iu
ourisland ; some catechumens modorately
well iustructed ; a certain number of child-
ron and adults baptized while in danger of
death; to this, at least exteriorly, is redus
¢ced the fruit of the mission. Tho prin.
. sipal cause of the sterility of onr ministry
Lmhe cupidity of the king, who, in his
gqualily of Tabernacle of God, considers
!thal le is interested in maintaining ihe
{ ancient worship, by whose offerings his
1 own coffers are enriched.  Ia imitation of
ithe Prince, and for fear to displease him,
i perhaps, also, because in becoming chris.
“tians they would have to be virtuous, the

-

been heard to ery out—'¢Conrage,conzage, { becawe a burden, they are, under the THE PROTESTANT, OR NEGATIVE FAITH,
pluck up the bad plant 1" Together with  pretence of boing in bad health, subjected }mi{‘\'; l\‘.?:})\,:PANP\?.‘:.}F CSE{}((;[\"]SCI'W?X'}‘I}.%
. Y h s X . A

t!\e roasted bodies, they often served up to asevere diet, and are often femoved byl FROM SCRIPTURL. ! ¢

n . L . : 1 » vy
living men, with their hands and ﬁ.ct.'slurmuon. Poor people! Ob! how|XXXIL—or T PROTESTANT'S RULE OF PAITIY
bound : they were stretched out upon groatly they need our prayers U If religion ( Continuea)

. . v . # N
large tray =, that their blood might ot by do notsoon bless them, it is to be feared P b the el [ s Master®
then wore ent . . . - . nrt ta o cach, then. was given e key of Ins Master

lost, the e cut ofl the arms, legs, and | that, one day, Futuma will be o desert is langdom ; to Peter tht of Henven, with power to ope®
finally the head, or wnther these members,  fand.”? or suut ita gates: to Luther that of the bottomless pit }
were sawed off widh o splic of  bamboo | Who can poruse this revolting and al- ;“.‘“): power mdeed llo "p'"l" !’"‘t uever 0 “‘l““' _'Thg
s . . ) ' . . . . Ingh comnisstons too ol buth were granted for quit
“h-u h cuty pretty much ke o wooden ' most inceedible narrative without fecling opposite _merits umd purposes 3 Peter's for offirming:
knife.  One of those who recounted 10 us' sentiments of the deepest pity for these andto afiirm 3 Luthee, tor & ayingr, and to contradics.
these horrible details, without bewng much mereanimal ereatures with human shape, ! Petor'e, to l"f'm up, and pre<eive entire : Luthers 1o
cllected, hind Litled only si< for his share. ' o y puil down, seatter and destroy. *

ected, silled only six for his smre.::md human soul 5 and of sdmiration forj" For the sime opposite purposes were their commie-
*“This was linle,” he added. 'l‘hcy‘lhc disinterested and charitable zeal of| Fl00S to beltm';snn ted to uwn; unc{:os;or&-—l’ctcr’&
)Oill((.'d out to me ne dav an ; . s e . . K tran<imited to lus :ql.lC(‘.(‘SSl)h', s ull aleng |)I’QRCI’70d
[.‘ one day a (:IJ man, ll.m plous missionaries, \v!\o, amu.l sm..l!u,c umty and stability of the faith: and the church
Who was the only o0 wha survived this circomstances, pray and toil for their con-

" tounded on lum, the rock, is stitly and will ever remain.
butchery out of a viilags of three handred

souls,

This horriblo custom was rapidly con,
ducing 10 the entire exiermination of the
people, when the King was strangled l)y%
bis accomplices, in a seligious assembly.
God, who holds the hearts of men m his
linuds, inspired the new prince wih seatis
ments of Jumanity, which he enjoined
upon his subjects ; and siace then, not a
singie islander has been eaten. It is not

been made to revive the sauguinary taste,
and make it oncy more the fashion.—
Quite recenly, an old man prapesed that
they should again seek {or the food of the

s greater part of tho islanders remain deaf
1o the solicitations of grace, whilst secretly
%\‘my testify to us the desirc to embrace

aur faith. Wo have reason to believe

l

rtkat tho expression of this wish by the

“youth is sincere ¢ and, in fact, coucerning
‘lhesc,grcm hopes may be entertained ;—
“but the old are sullied by a crime which
arpears 10 weigh upon their licads like 2
scurse. L mean Anthropophagy or Cani-
{34llsm, by them pushed, under the prece-

‘{ding reign, to the last dogree of horrm.”
i

3
Leral testimony of the natives, it appears

that not long since tho number of inhabits
g3 in tho two islinds was upwards of
3 four thousand ; 10-day, it does not exceed
B cight hundred ! and in great part the teeth
1of those who survive have ecffected this
B {rightful decrease in the population,

it From documents drawn up afier the

B tunsan flesh reachied such a point, that the
€ nars did not saffico to supply victums for
R Lese hideous banquets, and they began to
¥ \unt down wen within their own tribe §
# men,wamen,children, old persons, friends
1‘} and encintes, wese killed without distiuces
& on. Persons werceven scen destroying
B wembers of their own family : mothers,to
& feed themselves, have been seen roasting
R the offspsing of their own bosoms!

& 1low often have Ttouched the hand of @
waretch who hiad caused his oged parents to
N e cooked for the entertaioment of s
8 fnends ! When any of them ofiers me
# wmething, it scems to mo that [ behold
§ will npon his fingers tho stain of hlood—
g 110 bleod of his mother !

f  To ths Kinp only,in his quatity of Goed,
? var0 sarvod up ontire bodies; for others,
B 1be bodies were.cut up.  Uponthe tablo
§ of tha prince have been counted at thd
¥ nmo time, four(eon victims, eud he hae

I

‘Twenty years since, he rage for eating}

gods, A divinity,” said o **has na
dream demanded of me the restoration of
the ancient rebigion.®  Happily, the king
closed Lis mouth, by declaring, that if
any onc should be eaten, he would be the
first victin,

Nevertheless,n famine would bs enough
o subject the whole iland once moro 1o
the reign of anthropophagy. May God
preserve us from such a misforlune Y—
Alieady we are sufficiemly surrounded by
the clements of desteuction.  Tospesk of
infamicide only, for cxample : this is car-
ried to its utmost extent in this island.
is no longer a disgrace for-mothersto kill
tieir children s we i.d some who have
destroyed as many us si< of these innocent
creatures ¢ some drsiroy them in their
womb—others strangle them at bicth—ox
bury them living in the sand.  Loast week.
three newly boin babes were thus buried
talive. A few hours after, some dogs Gis-
interred the' boly of one of these poor
creatures, and brought 1t to the wother :
she, withcut emoting, went again and hu-
ried her victitn : bat svon afier, tae dogs
camo back and Jaud at ber feet the head
and arm of her poer child, as il to re.
proach her for her voueliy.  To decide n
mother to take thus barbarous siep, it is
enough that-the fathee of the child is no
longer agreeably to her, or that her hus.
band has abandoned her. In both .cases.
if' she do -not feel e courage to stifle the
csies of nature, the old women of her

taken concerning the child’s life, and if
condemned, they charge themselves, with
the execntion,even in‘spito of theprotests
ond disapprobation of the mother.

*The custom of atrangling the aged does

not Sxist Lere, as practiced in some ather
islands which I have seen ; but when they

neighbourhood consult together, a.vote .is]

version to the faith? We should pray th
God would give success to their endeav-
ours.

Barmisat.—A  writer in the Church~
man mquires, whether it be a fact that
Cathiolics (ho nicknames us after the stvle
of his sects) baptize persons who alreudy
received bapism from Episcopaliun mins
ister.. T'o save our contemporary trouble,

sect, whenever positive testimony cannot

Low Church Episcopalinus having nearly
the same viaws of baptism as: Presbytert~
ans, are liable to pive httle importunce to
the application of the waier, which is re-
garded as 2 mere ceremony ofvassaciation
with the visible Churech. The rwriter
himself gives inctances of exireme cate-
lessness.~— Catholic Herald.

e @ «f have sume fears thar the
,rubric of the Chnrch, requiring dipping
ar pouring, is not attended 10 as it should
be. I knew 2 member of aur Church, in
advanced hie, ouwce expressed astonish-
ment at a clergyman’s pouring water from

|

hiead.
!
no way of being a Churchman, bo b,
punctuslly conforming to the rubric.
Please examine it.” 1t was examingd, anil
it was found he was rght ; that percon had
bseen  baptism administesed by jost wet-
ting the ends of the fingers and touching

we are cateless about our relesin one res.
pect, may we not be in another, and
thus lay ourselves open, as it seems we
bapusm whatever 1 WesTenesten,
begm 10 poyr water ona candidate for
baptism 1) after he has pronounced the
candidaie’s Christian zame T Some hegin
1o pour (if they pour a: all) as the pra.
nounce the candidate’s name, and the
pouring is dane before the first name in
the ‘Prinity is reached.”
CBTTIETrREsR

IsLe op'SKYr.—TVhis istand has within
tho last.40.venrs furnished for the public
service $1 licutepant-generals and major-
generals 3 45 heytenants-colonels ; 600
majms, captaing, Licuteoants and subals
terns 3 10,000 foot soldiers; 120 pipers;
four guvervors of ‘British colonies ; one
govordor-general ; one adjutant-general ;
ono chief baron of England; and one
judge_ofthe supreme Conrt of Scatland,
‘The'gencrals may be clussed thus: eight
Macdonalds, six Macleods, two Macallisy
ters, two M!Cashitls, one d*Kinnon, one
Elder, und one. M'Qgeen. The Islo of
Skyo is GO mijles long, and 20 broad,
Trulysthe inhabitanis are a wondrous peo.
ple. * It may be meationed that this island
is the birthplace of Cuthullin, the celebras

the hollow of his hand npon av infant’s

the e¢h:ld,  Ave such bapusms thiose whichit
the Church wonid approve of 7 And if

do, to :he guspicion of admiaistering no

P. S, Query.—Should a munster over

at 1 the same fiem and wdissotuble fabric : or, according to

Saint Pany the pillar and ground of truth.—1 Tim. iu.

19, Luther’s, consisung wholly 1 demal and con-

j tradiction, transmits to his followers, an ctual right
to deny and contradict. Hence all with them1s wrang-
lng, discord and dissenton ; often onding n - civl
brouls, rebellion, war, and bloodshed. ¢ I'he bottomlees
pit " enys Dishop Walton, 2 Chuzeh of England. digus-
tary: «geemsto have been laid open: whence locusts
with stings have 1ssued forth; a numerous race of sec-
taries and heretics 3 who-have renewed all the hare-

veies of old; and added to them new and monsteous

twe beg 1o siate that it is a very generall opions oftheir own,”” &c. Sce lus Polyglat, Probg.
scustom to baplize under condition all who}
" tare suid to have received bapiism in any
withyuat regret that tlie old Canntbals have!
renounced the horrible dish in which they {be had of the due perfomances of the rite. | engloss aron ing s

glotied ; mue than one endeavour has!

&e. Indeed, heresies i former ages cuae but singly
tforth ; nor had the Church to contend but with ove, or
tiwo ata Ume. But, ever since Luther's reformation
was broached. she has had 1o work her way through
arins vfsuch : a motly, clamorous,
znd disrordant crew - agreeing togather m nothing bus
in there tell hatred and opposition to herthe Churchof
the Redeemer.
, By the Protestant’s rule of faith, the scripture,
| which nghtly understaod, 1s thenflhble word of God,
tstructng usan our helely and directing us in dur
practice ; 1s thus lud before us as a snare § Just-ao 1t
was befzore the Saviour hinsselt by the orrz.nal tempter;
1 Mat. vi. whoever strives to turn nlt our bliss to-bane,
{1 oppogition t> Ganl, who turns all our bane o bliss,
t  Iu the mouths of the Savionr's true pastors, whom
he commaads 18 te huar,as we wonld himsels, Luke x.
1 16, U'ie scnptures the wo dof life.  Viutan the mouth
. of the devil quoting it to temp* the Savicur; and in
ithe mouths of the fiend's 1aspired Juterpreters 7 the
samescnpture becomes the impo: -ned source of death;
yas Saint Peter clearly testitics, whiore mentionming Sains

!

It was quite a tew thing. ¢ In-i Paul’s epistles, i which says hey “there are certiin
deed 27 said the Minister, « well, | know
N

tinngs hard to beundersio 5 which the unlearned,
and unsiable wrest, as they do the other rerintuses to
their own perdiion "'—1 Peter mi. 15, 16 tor, a8 he
declares wmanetherpiace, * no prophecy of serintura
pis of povetsinterpretation > -=2 Poter 198, Inench
jdestinet and posverterm? doos Chnst's eluefapostle
wonldcmn the archereforme’s mam and leadivg prin.
fcple. .
But let une take a nexser view of the Protestant’s
raude of faith, and see to what absurd extremes it leads
“ail thoze who foliow 1,

They say thear G0 is gronnded on eeripture onty,
or the wrutsy word. But thewr rul> neelf, the founda.
tion, on winch they bull therr fanh, s no where
aronnded on scomture 3 othorwise, let them shew dne
{1 ad the senprure where we are commnaded 10 hold
nothung as our rele oftath, but serigtnre ; and that too.
as nterpreted by cvery sran o sound judgment.  Let
them shew me alo where senpture declares ealf to
be, what they beliece 1t, ¢+ the entire revealed word. of
God ;" since, on its own testunony we find that seve.
ral booky of'it Liave boea lost. Aud £t Paul wmentions
besides,as the revealed word of God et e comnmands
usto stand fast by tirm — ¢Peadinons learned by word,
ag well as oy episue)’~2 ‘Phcss. u. 14, Lot thom
prove to me, in fiue, from senpture, that the enly
books of iz, which they retan, ace fetuan Gcrlp!bfw‘;
and thase,wlich they reject, spurious. ‘Il they o
thes, which they never can ; they must own that theic
rule itself of fuith 18 1ot grounded on scripture; apd
that therefore the other articles of their fith. 24 built
upon that rule, are not grounded on scripture 3 bUitan
a false-bottamn, and an imaginary foundation. The
truth is, as Saint Auvgustine observes, we ust believe
the Church, before we can beheve the seriptures.
From her we have received them as the writien rord
of Gadand as such weackaowledge thew only on the
authority.of her- declaration. :
‘T'he Protestant’s Rule of Faith, besides, is & mogt
unsure znd fallacious one.  *‘or, in this mustall4grae
with me, that no scripture can be a sure rule of faith
which isliatle o be misunderstood. But all #crip.
turse is Jiable 0 be misunderstood withow an * infalfj.
ble interpreter”  Is every Protestant, then, that vin.
fallible interproter ¥ Assuredly not.  lsany Protest.
ant,an *mnfallibleinterpreter? Who darca say lio is?
Then no Protestant is sure that he rightly undgrstands

|

ted hero mentioned in Ossian’s poems —
Aberdeen Herald.

the Scrpture.  Then no.Protestgut con pretend o
bave a sure Rule of Faith, P



