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Roumania, and of the recently mar-
ried Princess Marie. A good index
complotes the Volume.

.Sub-Clvm: A Sky-bafilt Hioman
IVMwld. iBy A. P. RVSSEr.L. B3os-
ton and New York: I-Ioughtonl,
Mifihin & Co. Toronto : W illiani
Briggs. Pp. 267. Gxi t toi). Price,

It is a pleasarnt task to theoreti-
cally reconstruct, society on a hiighier
plane andl withi a nobler ideal. Plato
in bis -' lýepublic," Sir Thoias More
iii bis ''Utopia," B3acon ini bis "New
Atiantis" Lytton, Beilamy, and
miany others have e8sayecl tis kind
of wor id-building, conveying the
loftiest ideals. Augustinie's " Giritas
Dei " placed before the dissolu te city
c-f Ronie, a reflex of the stili sublimer
City of C'od, the new lîeaven and a
newv eartlî wherein dweflleth righit-
eousness, revealed in the A pocalypse
of St. John.

XVe have recently read in manu-
script an admirable book of this sort,
niarred, however, in our opinion by
the fatal defect of utter]y ignoring
the influence of revealed religion and
basing the hiigher evolution of society
on a purely agnostie tbeory. One of
tie most ingenious of these books
that we hâve read is the one under
rcview. The author depiets with
mnucb detail the reconstructed so-
eiety of bis sky-built human world.
It inust be a pleasant place to live
in. He differs fromn most theorizers
in basing his book on a cominon-
sense interpretation of the evolution
of society as science and morals are
developed.

Such books give opportunity for a
vein of ingenious satire in describ-
ing, the conditions of our present
civilization. This one describes the
education of the future, the chairs
of " comrmon sense" in the univer-
sitie3, the ennobling and puriflcatiop
of 1 tinguage, the growth of poli e
manners and charitable judgmen,
the relations of food to inlorals, courti:
(of conciliation and arl)itration, the
l)revalence of the Golden iRule, etc.
ldleness hecomes disreputable, flow-
evs and fruits abound )i:ofusely, also
fish-ponds, poultry, and esl)ecially

the qub-c(jluiii oyster. Scientific
drainage and sanitation are perfect,
but public buildings, hotols, and the
like, are constructed only for oee
generation, it being cheaper to build
anew than to reconstruct, old, elffete,
microbe - infected buildings. The
clangor of belis is abolishied and
mnusic prevails. Weddings are ideal
in their adaptation, drunkentiess
and divorce are abolished, inventors
and scholars are particularly *lion-
oured. The reign of the microscope
and camnera have come. Horses are
bred for their moral qualities. The
social conscience is c ultivated, an, ý.se-
mients are ennobling and elevating,
one of the choicest forms being Iiis-
trionie reading froin the classice2. 0f
course, a high estiinate is put on
woman. The governmnent is sup-
ported by incomne and annuity taxes.
Religion is a life, its essence the
Sermon on the Mount, and the new
conîmandment, Love, is its principle,
God andI humanity the unwritten
creed. Worship is conducted in
statelybuildingsg,thiousands of traiined
voices, accompanied by the grand
organi, sing, "Be thou, O God, ex-
alted highi." The book is full of
suggestion and inspiration to wveary
toilers on earth îvho seek to, lift the
world np) nearer to the heart of God.

Anitotations vpon Populctr fl4ms.
By CHARLES SEYMOUR ROBINSON,
D.D. For use in Praise-meetings.
Sq. 8vo., pp. 581. INew York :
Hunt & Baton. Toronto. Williamn
Briggs. Price, $2.50.
iDr. Robinson is well known as one

of the most accomplished hymniolo-
gists and editors of books of praise.
His " Spiritual Songs," and two vol-
umnes of Laudles Doraini hiave made
bis labours known throughout Chris-
tendom. TPhis book has been a
labour of love which lias eniployed
many years. HRe bas poured eut the
richi treasury cf his hymn lore in
thiese pages. HRe gives biographical
notes o11 most of the great hyn
writers cf aIl the ages, and anecdotes
and incidents of the circumstances
under which these hymns were writ-
ten or have been used. The pub-
lishers have ably supplemiented bis

ili


