
India lias been mnerciful, niild and benign, compared with that of
its Mohammedan rulers, who previously swayed the sceptre; and
it lias been more likeiy to benefit the people than the partial and
temporary rule of other Buropean powers whieh it lias in a great
measure superseded. But thougli open to Englîsh commerce,
India, by the decree of the East India Company, ivas closed to
Christ's Gospel. For many years it discouraged every effort that
was made to evangelize the Hindus, and even prohibited Christian
missionaries froni settling in the country so, long as it was in its
power to do so. In the midst of nuinerous difficulties and dis-
couragemients, however, the Churci, Scottish, London, Baptist.,L American, Weslevan and other Missionary Societies, have donc
inucli towards spreading the light of the Gospel ainong the dark,
benighted, teeming millions of India.

After these introductory remarks we are prepared to follow Mr.
Caine's amrbedescriptive account of this great Indian Em-
pire, beginning with the busy seaport on the west coast, Bombay.

* Bombay bas been called -tThe Eye of India." It is'the largest,
mnost populous, and enterprising city in the Empire.. More than
hiaif the imports and exports of ail India pass through its custom-
house. Nine-tenths of the persons entering or leaving the country

* do so at Bombay; it is -%ithout exception the tinest modern,,çity
in Asia, and the noblest monument of British enterprise in the
%vorld. The traveller, eager for the wonders of Agra,. Delhi, or
Benares, is too often satisfied with a couple of days p.pent in
driving through its spacious streets, neglectful of the wonderful
life of thisgreat city and seaport seeing nothing of its institu-
tions, its arts and manufactures, or the interesting peoples who
niake up its population of 800,000 souls.

The various governinent buildings, thougli handsome iu eleva-
tidn, have no details of interest, containing merely a succemson
of offices for the use of the elerks connected with the different
departments. The finest building in ail Bombay is the new rail-
way station and offices of the Great India Peninsula Railway,
coinpleted in 1888, at a cost of £300,000. Its geat dome, sur-
iiounted by a huge figure of Progress, dominates the who].e citr,
aînd is conspicuous from every open space.

The markets of Bombay, like those of every Asiatie city, are
full -of picturesque interest to a European visitor. The bestz tume
ta visit the market is in the early morning, about seven o'clock,
when the flower and fruit stalls are at their best, and the frcsh
tishi is being brought in from the bay. In the Castle aznd Arsenal
are stored every kind of warlike material and orduance, sufficient
to furnish an armv of ten thousand men at a day's notice. The
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