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RECITATIONS.

BY GEO. B. ELLIOTT, OTTAWA.

A good deal has been said in educational
periodicals, upon the best methods of teach-
ing the various branches of public school
instruction. This, I am happy to perceive,
forms a very useful feature in the Ontario
TEACHER, and I trust it may continue to
engage the attention of the practical edaca-
tors of the Province. But leaving this to
more skillful pens, I shall offer a few reflec-
tions upon the general subject of conduc-
ting recitations.

1 think as teachers, we adhere too close-
lvto the text-book in /earing recitations.
The book is absolutely indispensible to our
teaching at all, and is final in its authority.
It embodies all that can be communicated
upon a subject. Had it been given by
Divine inspiration, we could scarcely receive
it with more unquestioning faith. I verily
believe that much mischief arises from this
practice. ‘The errors, inaccusacies and
loose statements of the books—and none
are wholly free from such—glide into the
pupil’s mind, and take as tenacious a hold
of his memory as what is true and accurate.
The teacher, too, loses his individuality and
with it most of his efficiency in teaching.
He is a mere aprendage to thg book—of
little more practical utility to the leamner,
than the questions which camber the pages.

Whatever may be the cause of -this deper-
dence upon the letter of the books, vhether
it be a lack of knowledge of what we at-
mpt to teach, or of zeal and self-respect,
which would impel us to devise original
methods and note the statements of others
tributary tu our own—whatver be the cause,
1 repeat, the result is t‘ne same, the teaching
is not vitai.

Almost every teacher emplr,yed in the
Prussian schools, is capable of preparing
the text-books used in his school In

fact, in the larger schools, very many of the
teachers @b thus prepare their own books.
Their professional knowledge is thorough
and exhaustive. How few of owr teachers
are competent, intelligently to compile from
the abundant material around them, a
primer or spelling-book for a primary school?
How few are able to give a sound discrim-
inating and critical opinion upon the merits
and defects of the books used by their
pupils ? I fear, if we could get a truthful
answer tothese questions from book publish-
ers and agents, there might be just grounds
for self-reproach and humiliation.

To every recitation, the teacher must
bring certain positive qualifications, and
during it he must be in a certain state of
mind, and perform certain important func-
tions; otherwise he does not cwnduct the
recitation, the recitation conducts or does ot
conducs iteelf.

I will briefly mention = few of the princi-
pal things which I deem esseatial to success
in this particular.

1st. The teacher should possess a clear,
accurate and comprehensive acquaintance
with what he undertakes to teach. In his
mind the subject should have the certainty
of science. Confused notions are fatal to
progress. He should know very much
more than the mere specialty upon which
he is called to teach. He should be able as
occasion requires to draw from language,
from mathematics, from natural science,from
literature, from art, from nature,— facts,
arguments, and illustrations to freshen what
is stale, light up what is dark, and to bid
the dry bones of the text-books be cloth-
ed upon with a beautiful garment, and
infused with a living spirit,

2nd. His mind must be wholly given up
to the matterin hand, while conducting the
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