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HAMILTON, CANADA, DECEMBER, 1886.

THERE is an ominous slaughtering of store cattle

this season in many parts of the country, caused in!

part by the sectinnal scarcity and dearness of hay Tt
is simply a misfortune as we regard it, as the slaugh-
tering of young cattle, anly half fitted, is assuredly at

tended with loss to some one. It can only be con-
doned where hay will have to be bought in localities
where it isvery dear. But the multitude are not sell

ing because they have nnt feed ennugh tn carry their
stock over the winter, but rather that they may sell
their hay, and thus secure the high price. Tt would
be taking high ground to say that hay should not be
sold from the farm at any price, but the price should
be high indeed to justify selling cattle at about half
whatshould be got for them if in condition. Many
of those who are rushing nff their stack for the above
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At that time there were great rows of four and five:
year-old oxen, giants compared with the young ones
of the present, of finer bone, not more than half the
age of the former, Ilis conclusion ix, that *“the
““ change is salutary,” as the careying on of animals
to the former ages, when they can be sufficiently
ripened at the latter, is unwise, more especially in
such stringent times. Tt is unwise, we hold, in any
times, as what is economic in peviods of depression
in methods of production, will be equally economicin'
prosperous times. In all animals intended for
the bLlock, rapid growth, eaily development, and
quick ripening should be the producer’s aim,
We know that England’s Prof. Brown is mot]
pleased with the early maturity tendencies in the prac-
tice of the feeders of our time ; but put Prof. Brown
on a piece of land to pay a high rental through meat
production alone, and he would soon be found wan.
deriog up and down the public ways of England
wearing the camel’s heir-shirt of penitence.

IN the minds of many there is a shrinking from
having anything to do with pedigreed stock, and this
fear, we might almost term it dread, is the offspring
of failure. Sometimes financial, in the case of those
who have attempted to handle it. Some, without
any experience, have invested largely in certain lines
| of stock, and where there has been & lack of capital
the result has been almost certain failure. \WVhere
experience is limited, much caution should be exer-
cised in taking up the work of breeding, and where in
the background there is scant capital, there should be
| the most scrupulous caution. The safe way for most

| toc much. When any one has demounstmted to Asm.
| self that he is succeeding, it is always an easy matter
| to invest more largely. Othersurge that the prices of
high-bred stock are beyond their reach—arc, indecd,
extravagant. We should like some one to define what
tis and whatis not extravagant. Good, pure Short-
horn bulls can be got 1n Ontario now, and plenty of
them, well fitted to be used in up-grading, for $100,
and less. \Why should they want them forless 2 It will |
not pay to breed them of good quality for a less sum ;|
| and when the price ceases to be a paying onc, the sup-
| ply will cease to be forthcoming.

Sume men have stock equally good with others in

A goob deal is said and written condemnatory of
the practice of high feeding, when breedinganimals
are to be filted for the show. There is but littly
doubt that oftentimes they are so ruined, and much
more frequently than is necessary, The evils result-
ing from high feeding will be very much lessened if
the animnls so fed arc only allowed to have plenty of
excrcise. Some speak against having show animals.
so very fat, and argue that the prizes should be with-
held in sucha case. \We have but little hope that so-
it will be when individuals of the beef breeds are on
exhibition ; the prizes will go to animalsthat are well-
fleshed, however perfect the development in form and
quality of the leaner oues. To win prizes now the
apimals on exhibition must be bigh in flesh, and
thé way to put this on with a minimum of injury to-
them is not an unworthy object of the breeders’ efforts.
Some parties can keep their cattle in high flesh and
have them breed regularly, and others cannot, which
leads us to conclude that there must be a considera-
ble difference in the treatment in sucha case. It takes.
a long time to fit stock for the higher show-rings.
with any hope of success ; and although it requires
more feed where they are allowed to roam than when
they are confined, if by giving them freedom their
health and usefulness are preserved, it is far cheaper
in the end to adopt the former course. When they
have freedom, their coats will also be better, whichis
a great point in exhibiting stock.

The Journal. _
With this nymber of the JOURNAL the third year

to commence 1s to get but one or two females, and a j of its existence closes. "I‘hat it has not done a!l'that
{ male, and try their hand with these before hazarding j it should have done during that time, is the panful

convicuion of its publishers ; that it has accomplished
somctbing for the good of the commonwealth, and
therefore tu the advantage of its inhabitants, will be
conceded by all fair-minded men.

Three years ago those who had good stock to dis-
pose of were without 2 medium in their own line
where its possession might be made known to the
public. Now they are enabled to reach all stockmen
in Canada worthy of the name,.snd many in the
United States, and any month in the year, when they

| may be so minded. Although this is an advantage
i that has to be paid for, like the privilege of traveling

on a railway train, yet, it is certainly a boon to have
ralway trains on which to travel; and so of an cffi-

reason, it may be, would he very glad to have them breeding whose farms are in the same necighburthoud, | cient means of advertising,

back again before twelve months shall come and go.

I and yet they du pot realize prices nearly so high. As
in everything clse, there are reasons for this, and we

Three years ago the Shorthomn herd buuks were in
astate of chavs. The Shorthorn breeders were per-

Taose who cuatent themseives with producing [ apprehend some of them are these : They do nat take | plexeu s to what cuey shuuld do, and those who were

only ordinary quahty, whethex of grain ot of flesh, | the same pains in feeding them as their neighbors, ; desiruus of investing in the same were more pezplexed.
must compete with the mulutude in the market, but | nur are they sv diligent in bringiog them to the notice ; Now the rent purtion of this community has been
those who produce a superior article only, require to, of thepublic.  An animal will not asually take the | cemenied, never, we trust, to be shattered again. The
compete with a limied namber, and have, therefore, | market well that does not Jook well, whatever may | part the JuuRnAL took in this useful work s too well
toa certam exteat, the making of their own prces. | be its breeding, and hence the wisdom of keeping  known to most of out readers to require comment
Darymen who produce a choice quality of butter, and  them presentable atall times. It will not a.ail tosay  here, At that time the Ont. Experimental Farm
umformly so, usually get a goud price, and theiw mar- | that they bavenot been well fed, fur stock shuuld be | buildings stood strung in their unsuitability to the re-
ket, once they are fairly established, 1s always surc. ; so fed at all times, cven though it should be of the , quirements of a Government farm, since when they
To produce a product above mediocrity is within the | scrub order.  To accomplish this requires 2 good deal | have been reduced to ashes, and out of the ruin rag:
province of every one ; and why should it not be his | of forethought, and nice adjustment of labor ; but the | pificent structures, the pride of Ontario, have arisen.
aim? Ifall were to produce a supenor article there \ farmer who is always on the lookout—and every | Our readers will remember that the line of policy
might then jodeed bea glut in what was superior, bat ' farmer should be—will be found equal to the occasion. | mapped ont by the JOURRAL, is that which was
we are quite sure that such millenial days are not yet I Stockmen who do not embrace every reasonable op- | adopted by the Government, which is, to say the least,
athand, ot the human race will improve much more | portunity of bringing their stuck to the notice of the | significant. It would have been calamitous had a
rapidly than quadrupeds, He who reads this note | public are standing in their owa light. The average | monumental pile of impracticability and inconveni-
may produce what1s very supenior in the line of agri- | farmer is not so anxious to secure good stock that he | ence been erected in the form of outbuildirgs, at the
culture if he tries. ' Will he not try, we ask 2 secks for it as for some peatl of price ; if be can be in- |, Ontario Agricultural College, as was at first proposed.
—_— - - duced to purchase it at all, it is usually when it has | Three years ago Canada had no Ayrshire herd-

A WRITERR in the North Britush Agricaiturist, in | been prominently brought before his notice. The men i book . now she has two. Nor had the Canadian
speaking of the fat stock classes shown at Aberdeen, [ in Cacada are very rare who rely upon their tepatas , Clydesdale IHorse Association a being, nor the
contrasts the exhibit with that of twenty years ago. | tion alone to sell their well-bred stock. lCrumcry Association of Ontario, Although the




