The State and Education.

ed this point in any of the States,
by declaring it to be the duty of the
commonwealth to make the teacher
and to keep nim made. And yet
the boast of Ontario. New Rruns
wick, Prince Edv>rd Island and
Quebec in this respect brings to our
notice a defect. If it be the duty
of the province to make the teacher,
it is surely the duty of the province
to select carefully the material out
of which our teachers are to be
made. Iu my opinicn, there should
be even greater care taken in admit
ting young people into the normal
school, than in graduatingthem from
it. In a word, no pérson should be
admitted to any of the normal
schools who has nothing but a mere
literary qualification to recommend
him or her.

Take our own entrance examin.

ation for instance, and as a literary
standard for the purpose I hold it to
be high enough. But who of us
feel inclined to say that merely
‘ecau-e a boy or girl has passed in
Grade [I. Academy, he or she is the
right kind of material out of which
to n-ake a teacher ? What element
of that examination discovers a
possible successful teacher in the
candidate ? Has the successful
candidate always the physica! en

durance, not to mentior. the mental
and moral characteristics to control
in the right way a department of
young people? Ina word, what does
an entrance examination such as
ours or such as is held in the other
provinces prove ?  Ask scme of the
principals and professors of our nor

mal schools, and they wi: 1l you
that, whatever it proves, it places
too often in their hands material
out of which a good teacher cannot
possibly be made. A common

wealth must have officers, the mak-
ing of the teacher is a duty and one
of the officers must be a physiciag,
who shall test the * preceptor nas.

365

citar” there is in any one seeking to
bechrme a student teacher in more
than name, and who shall see that
the ¢ preceptor fit ” has been ob-
s:rved in every stage of the normal
school {raining ?

As a second reform in keeping the
teacher made, I rather favor the
idea of re examination at intervals
or the grading of our teachers by
examination. It never interferes
with the school-work, but rather
tends to freshen it for the teacher
himself to be preparing for an
examination that will take him up
the ladder of his calling. Speaking .
for myself, I never felt in better
trim for my class-work than when !
was reading up for an examination,
and if our McGill authorities were
to arrange for an extra-mural coursc,
I might even yet be found trying to
pass cne of their stiff examinations.
It was thought that by this time
there would have been established
a professorship of education in
McGill, and 1 am of the opinion
that a scries of extra-mural exami.-
nations from the Norms! School
nnal, say, to a McGill Ph.D., would
do much to keep our teachers made,
while freshening their interest in
educational affairs.

To keep the teacher made, the
principle of teachers’ rewards has
been inaugurated in our province,
and if it were only possible for us to
have our own representative on the
floor of the Legislature, who would
have about him *‘the feeling of our
infirmities,” the principle might
come in time to find a fuller develop-
ment 1n a permanent increase of
salary. Oh, were it possible for me
to collect all the applause that has
been thrown away on our public
men on this platform and elsewhere
who have advoci..:d an increase in
the teacher’s salary, and to turn it
into the coin of the realm, our
teachers would be made comfortable



