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SoHoOLs NOT RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. SPELLING REFORM.

Our national schools anc colleges are not religious institutions, but The next subject takon up was " Spolling Roform," which was
they are institutions of a religious peopla. Wo do not write God introduced by William Houston, M. A., in a conversational
in our legal enactments, but wo inscribe Ris nane on the tablets of form. After dwelling briefly on the .gonoral interest which all
our huarts. Canada is not behind the neighbourng country in ita classes of the community should feel in the simplification of Eng-
recognition of religion. He who would romove the Bible, the lia spelling, and the special interest which the subject ought to
grandest code of ethies, from the toacher's desk, little understands hava for those who are compelled to watet a great part of their time
what has made our system of education su populair. " Christiamty in teaching children how to spell and read, ho traced the defoctive
is the basis of our system of education," is the language the voer- (pelling of Englisli words to the defective character of the English
ated Dr. Ryerson utterod some 30 or 40 years ago. The Minister alphabet as its primary cause. The elementary sounds used in the
of Education gives confirmation to the same view. " To aay that spoken language are variously estimated at from 40 to 42, while the
the Stato," remarks the Rev. Dr. F. L. Patton, " cannot recognze effective lettera to represent these sounds number only 23. One
religion because it cannot confer exclusive privilegoe ont a particular way of supplying the deficiency is to make one letter represent two
form of religion, is absurd. To aay that Wa may not be a Christian or more sounds, another is to use such orthographical expedients as
nation bocause no single denomination of Christians can lay claim doubled lotters digraphs, and other combinations. If these de-
te precedence, in also absurd. Becauso we cauniot Presbyterianise vices were used consistently the irregularities in spelling would bo
the State it does not follow that we muet atheise it. Our law On much fewer than they are, but the fact that some sounds are repro-
this question des little more than assert that Christian morality sented each in several different ways makes the confusion worse
shall be taught in our schools, The nature and extent of the moral confounded. Several methods of spelling reformn have been pro-
training are loa t te be decided by each locality. We should hesitate posed, which may b thus classifled :-(1) The inrention of a perfectly
before changing the optional prnciple in tho anatter. Of thu 5,2 3 ,, new alphabet, each character in which sh ill have a constant. indi-
schools in operation in 1881 we find 4,501 of thon hac the daily vidual value, and which should be phonographic in its nature ; (2)
exorcises opened and closed with prayer. The regulations onjon the addition of fron seventeen to twenty new letters te our present
that " no person shall require any pupil in any Public School to alphabet, and the consistent use of this enlarged systom of charae-
read or study from any religious book or te join in any exercise of ters ; and (3) the elimination of suh irregularities and redundancies
devotion or religion objected te by his oi her parents." We have, as can he got rid of without any alteration of th. alphabet. The last
nevertheless, regulations of a reconmendatory nature on the sub- method was the only one disoussed on this occasion. 1I reply te
ject, with forme of prayer, etc. As the regulations are not conipul- the taunt sometimes levelled at spelling reforin,-Why do you not
sory, does it net speak well for public sentiment te find 85 per cent. set about reforming your own modes of spelling if yoi believe in
of the schoole of Ontario doing even so mnuch under the voluntary them ? Mr. Houston drew a broad distinction betweeii a mural
.plan ? The mmisters of the deputatione who brought up the ques- principle and mere matter of convenience. Those who advocate a
tion of using the Bible school were not definite or agreed as te principle on moral or conscientious grounds should be prepared- to
dhe amendments proposed. The present law, it in held, practically act on them fron the outset. It i different with spelling reforin.
removes the Bible fron the schools. The trustees have the remedy It is more convenient that the written words in which thoughts are
im their own hauds ; no change in the law would give then any ad- clothed for purposes of inter-communication should keep as gener-
vantage. The voluntary principle is in harmony with our entire ally as possible the same forn, no matter who uses thom. If each
systen of self-government, and the strongest argument in its favor reformer were to follow a lino of his cwn the confusion would ho
as that it has worked well. Training in Bible lessons should go on increased ; if by discusaion a certain line of change can he definitely
with gcography, history, and overy other subject on the time-table. agreed te by the majority of educated men, they can by adopting
If a series o Bible readings were prepared by a computent commit- the new spelling force its use on the minority, sud thus lessen the
tee, it would, I think, come into general use. confusion instead of increasing it. The endeavor to t.ecaure con-

certed action has led to the formation of Spelling Reforn Associa-
ATTITUDE OF THE CHURCE. tions in Eaigland and the United States, and a similar Association

has recently been organized in Toronto, under the title of the
Suggestions fron the clergy are always in orcder ; the Church should "Canadian Spelling Reforn Association." The English and
rule the State. Both Protestants and Roman Catholics are opposed Ainurican societies have se far cted in perfect accord, and the Can-
to a non-religious system of ethical instruction, but they have an- adian society proposes te act vith them. Mr. Houston read over a
(agonistic views regarding the means by which moral instruction partial list of the changes proposed to) be mado, such as dropping
should be conveyed. Have the religious bodies interested iade the silent lutter in the digraph "ea " in such words as head, heart,
any request to the trustees of.any school section which did net rc- spelling then hed, hart ; dropping Le " o" out of the digraph
ceive respectful consideration ? Have they urged the reading of "eo " in such words as jeonpardy, leopard; dropping the silent "e "
the Bible in any locality where it is entirely neglected ? Where it when it is phonetically useless, as in live, vinoyard, bronze, engine ;
-is only read by the teacher, have the clergy urged that it should writing "u" for "o" in such words as above, dozen, some,
aise bo read by the pupils ? In how many places have the ministers tangue ; dropping " ue " in catalog, dialog, demagog, leagues, &c.;
of different bodies talion adrantage of the present law for the pur- dropping silent " b" ii such words as bomb, crumb, limb. dunb
pose of giving religious instruction te the children of their own de- dropping "g" in feign, foreign, sovereign, &c., &c. He urged
nominations ? If the clergy have net takein any stops in their own teachors te join heartily in the movement, partly betause it is sure
localities te remedy what they regard as a defect, I fail te see anay ta go on whether they de so or net, and it ought te bu controlled
necessity for any general movement for securmag a change in the by eduîcated mon, and partly bocause they have in their local asso-
law. Our institutions will never be "Godless" if the Churches do ciation meetings a means of discussing the question which other
their duty. Those who are friendly te our systean of education spelling reformers have net. While lie would net advise them te
will do well te consider carefully the injurious effect of all efforts to practise the refornaed spelling in private on account of the danger
establish Separate Sclools. If I were to give advice te any religieus fron imprding examinations, he protested against the capacity to
body it would bu te support, from the Publie School te the Univer- spell well according to a cemplicated and arbitrary system beng
sity, the religious but undenominational character of our schoel prescribed as a fair test of a man's educational attair'ments in Eng-
systnem. Let us net, however, forget the essential features which lish, and also against the prevalent mode of applying spelling testa
have characterized our system ; and while steadfastly mamntaimng in examination papers. Instead of giving a list of words, somne of
the ground that morality should be taught on a religious basis, let then correctly and others incorrectly spelt, and asking the candi-
us net render that basis denominational. date te make the necessary corrections according te the received

standard, the examiner might give a list of words icorrectly spelt,
THE BIBLE IN SCeooLS. and ask the candidate how the spelling might be improved etymo-

logically or phonetic»lly, or boah. Such a question wou.d bu a far

A discussion followed the reading of this paper, an whichî mîany butter test of a candidate's knowledge of English than a question of
of the teachera present participated. It was flnally decided te the usual stock kind. In the course of his remarks Mr. Houston
leave the report te the consideration of a commnittee appointed by gave numerous illustrations of the application of two general pri-
the Chairman. The committee appointed by Mr. MacMurchy ciples, which ho laid down as follows :-(1) Simplify speiling when-

was : Messrs. Maxwell, MoKinnon, Alexander, Strang, McHenry, ever it cn bee do Ifolowing more closely the etymo4ly of the worò,
and MeAhllistor. and (2) simplify spelling phonetically wheneverthis ca be doenetvitiïact


