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while wC view with unalloyed satisfac-
tion the due prominnence given to
physical sciences, there is no dispo-
sion to relegate to an inferior place
the study of the classics, or of compara-
tive philology and ail the invaluable
training which philosophy and litera-
ture supply. The student of science
wili indeed be very inadequately
equipped for his work if all that
we owe to Greek phltosophy lies be-
yond his reach. In the departments of
mental and moral science, of ancient
and modern languages and literature,
and of historv, the appliances needed
to supplement the lectures of an effi-
cient staff are mainly to be looked for
in a well-stored library ; and while we
have yearly ta deplore the hmited fund
available for the college library,
nevertheless its carefully selected
literature, now numbering nearly
z6,ooo volumcs, is creditable ta our
young college at the accumulations
of a single generation. And if we
look with satisfaction on the increase
of valuable appliances in every depart-
ment of teaching, there is still more
reason for congratulation by the
friends of higher education on the
growing numbers of our students. We
have to contend with the honourable
rivalry of kindrcd institutions eager ta
pass us in the race. We have also to
encounter the detraction of ignoble
rivals who strive in vain to discredit
us by their misrepresentations. So
long as we are able to point to such
practical evidence as our growing
numbers supply, in proof of the favour
with which University College is now
regarded by the people of Ontario,
we can afford ta smile at such detrac-
tions. It is impossible for those who,
like myself and my old friend Pro-
fessor Chapman, recall the litie hand-
fui of students with whom we entered
on the work of this college upwards of
thirty years ago, ta look with other
than feelings of pride and gratification
on the students as they muster here

to-day in our large, yet inadequate
Convocation Hall. They sutliciently
indicate how far we have already
outgrown what, when originally built,
was supposed ta be of needlessly
ample dimensions. But a novel fea-
ture invites attention now. The
University has for years thrown open
its competitive exafninations and
honours ta lady students; and in this
none has more heartily sympathized
than myself. But such a stel) neces-
sarily led ta the demand for facilities
af training in some degree com-
mensurate with those enjoyed by the
students of University College. On
this subject I cannot do better than
quote the address delivered by nie in
the Music Hall of this city rifteen
years ago, in inaugurating the first
movement for the higher education
of women. The aim of the essocia-
tion then formed was, as I said, "ta
secure for ladies facilities for training
in the higher departments of mental
culture in some degree corresponding
ta those already available for young
men. 'Tihe liberal scale on which
this Province has provided for edu-
cation in the higher departments of
learning has already won for it an
honourable pre-eminence among the
States and Provinces of this Western
Hemisphere. But the ample pro-
vision thus secured for the trainng
of voung men in letters, science, and
philosophy, only renders thereby the
contrast more striking and invidious
which lea.ves ta the other sex nothing
beyond the Common and the county
Granimar School. The need of some-
thing more cannot be doubted. To
what extent the want is as yet felt
among ourselves the present move-
ment is designed to test;" and the
question was accordingly then sub-
mitted ta the ladies of Toronto, and
of the Province at large, whether
there really existed among them such
a desire for higher culture, and such
a willingness ta do the work of actual
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