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the hiands of one man, aind that mai
a iarty-h-f, the prcscnt imcumibent
of the cd ication bureau is as well
(quIa. ' , for thc poition as afn tier
that <'ouh. he had, the prceent mur-
llulrings I fcar would incrca'sc to more

lotud and gencral complant.
Apologists of the prescnt systcm

are contmunally pointing to the mna ni-
test improvcmcnt in etucational ai
f.irs which bas becn imde during the
past seven years, as Cvidcnces of the
supelcriority of the present educational
r;me to that winch prercdc(l it ; to
the establishment of Nodei ScIiols ;
to the increased efficicncy and useful-
ness of Iligh Schools ; to the greater
thoroughness of examination of teach-
ers ; to the imoie gencral adoption
of intellectual methods of instruction ;
t; the better character of text-books,
aid ço on. I should be the last to
dleny tl..s improvenent, and also the
.linister's share in effe' ting it. But
that it is in any way duc to hiiim alone,
or that it night not have been ac-
,-omiplished with more steay progres-
son and with less friction under the
epresentat;ve administrative system

which, in my o.;.iIion, should take
the place of the present absolute sys-
ten. I should be equally the last to
admit. The Minister h.,d the good
fortune to enter upon his office just
wlen were beginning to be felt the
excellent effects of the Acts of 1870
and !874 ; the onc providing for the
better inspection of schools and a
higher qualification of teachers, and
the other establishing a uniform and
sufhciently high standard of admis-
sion to High Schools. It cannot be
doubted but that to these causes,
and to the increased efficiency and
frequency of inspection of High
Schools, which followed the enlarge-
ment in 1873 of the High School in-
specting staff, very much of the edu-
cational improvement of the past
seven years must be ascribed. A
share of this improvement, too, must

1 ascribed to the advlscrs of the
lins:skr Thle rommittec of C

ammners to) who. dur.ng much of tls
period thc m. r s. rcfcrrcd mnany
matters which caIc beforc hi, th u11s
onstittuting t heim .1 pid. or 1advlsory

committee, have bcren men of ,1hultv
and ttucatitonal expericnce lia d the

Iinister bound hîusclim to take the
advice of this comnittee in hits cdu-
cation.il poly and idimmnistration,
and mnade the comnnmttec y their
appointment or electun, t!hc rrpre-
scntativcs of cverv educational inter-
est, and answeralC to the people
instead of to himsclf, his adminis-
tration would have been mr-aTked by
fewer mistakes, and the eduicational
advancement of the past seven years'
would have been greater than that
:v · · ially achieved.

I think I am excusable if I say
again, as I said in my> previo:ns ad-
dress, that the regulations of the
Minister, which indeed of his official
performances are what principa!ly
concern public interests, can never
be made the subject of revision and
amendment in the Legislature as long
as the Legilature continues what it is,
a little antitype of the British Parlia-
ment. Not until an act of his is so
much opposed to public opinion as to
endanger the Government to which
he belongs will one of his numberless
regulations and ordinances secure any
sort of correction, by the fact that lie
is responsible to the L.egislature for
what he does. So long as bis party
remains in the majority, so long wili
his acts be endorsed by the one side,
and by the other fruitlessly opposed.

For it must be remembered that
where lie is likely to go wrong is not
in a great principle, about which pub-
lic opinion is fully formed, or even
the opinion of a mere majority of
people, but in those details of the
educational systen where the educa-
tion Acts necessarily allow him large
latitude of action. Nor must it be
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