
THE INSTRUCTOR.

now .iat the elements of nature are
made subservient to the communipa-
tion of huma n thoughtfron one hemxis-
phere to another; it is only now that
man is obtaining a mastery over the
diversified eleinents of our planet,
the diversity nf sciences, the diver.siiy
oftastiod au taienrs of men, and draw-
ing th- efrom incrcased interest and
deliglt; and it s onily now that edu-
cation & the acquisition of kno wledge
is begiining to be considered the
birttriglht of every inember of the
human family. We say in the middle
of the nineteenth century,-but to be
more preci.se, for every year tells a
tale of pro.;ress ; hence, it is in 1850,
that many of the countries of the
world are emergtng out of that state
of intellectual stupor, ti -.Yhic h they
have so long, and tenaciously ru-
mnained.

But while all Europe, Asia, and
Africa, were held in bonds of igno-
norance, the New World was discover-
ed, to which the Old W orld turrned
ils attention. Colonies were planted
under the direction of Great Britain;
and a system of education was laid in
the Nev Evgland Stat., in the year
1647, when the iih',bîta ts only numn-
bered 21,000 souls, such as astonished
the grea'est £dueitionists of Eurape.

The syttemt established-imposed a
tax on all, for the education of all-
apropriated 'arge tracts of land in aid
of the funds,-henmce, education was
made free to all, richand poor.

It is through the means of this ad-
mirable system of Education, thatthe
Unted States of America is able,
under her republican institutions, tu
govern ber 26,000,000 of inhabitants.
Under tbis system, one fourth of the
population urf several of the states,
are receiving the blessings of a sound
education ; and il is under a s:iztlar
system in Upper Canada, that the
same results are p;rod iced; while, in
other sections of Ametrica, for cxani
pie, the British Provinces of Lower
Canada, Novai Scotia, iNew Branswick,
and Newfoundland, ivbere different

educr.tional systems prel ailbardiy une
ninth of the population attend school.

Anong the republics of Southi
America, education is in, a deplorable
state. In consequence of the distract-
ed btate of the country--foreign and
rnteri.al wars, and the true state tf
public morals, the people have not
y, began to turn their atiention to
the cuttivation of the mind, or the de-
velopement of the vast a:.d valuable
recoucres which everywhere abound.

The Aboriginal inhabitanms o Ame-
rica, the nunimirous Indian tribes
were, when discovered, and sill sc,
with few exceptions, entirely igno-
rant of booka or boolt-learn'ng ; thougîh
many of theni were great frators;
oral language had been cultivated tu
such an ex.ent, that it is alleged, that
the speeches of many of their Chiefs
far surpassed in real oratory, that of
many of the public speakers in Eu-
rope. And otill, the Indians were
barbarous.

It e iimpossible to say what, the
population of the world was one hun-
dred years ago,-it probabiy did not
exceed five hundred millions; it is
very doubtful whether twenty-five
millions of this vast population could
read, and as for writing, fbw compa-
ratively lnew aiytlmîng about it.

But a mighty change hus since
passed over many countries; in ad-
dition to the vast pumber of elemen-
tary schools that dot t h e world,
Normal and Training Colleges have
been established, where persons are
qualifitl to take charge of the com-
mon schools. Every country, aimingat lle spread of useful instruction,
and the beit mieans of communicating
.nowb.dge, alis now got its Norfial
Schools.

Normal Schools originated in Ger-
many about the beginning of the last
century, and now there are nuarly five
hundred of these institutions miners-
persed throughout the different coun-
tries of the world ; besides thousands
of Universities, Academies, etc., of a
higher order.


