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now . hat the elements of nature are
made subservient to the communica-
tion of human thought fron one hemis-
phere to another; it is only now that
man is obtaining a mastery over the
diversified elements of our planet,
the diversity of sciences, the diversity
of tastes and teien's ¢/ men, and draw-
ing th- vofrom incrcased interest and
delight; and it 15 only now that edus
cation & the acquisition of knewledge
is beginning to be considered the
birthright of every member of the
human family. Wesay in the middle
of the nincteenth eentury,—but to be
more precige, for every year tells a
tale of pro:ress; hence, it is in 1859,
that many of the countries of the
world are emerging out of that state
of intellectual stupor, 1a which they
have so long, and teaaciously re-
mained.

But while all Europe, Asia, and

Africa, were held in bonds of igno-
norance, the New World was discover-
ed, to which the Old World turned
f1s attention. Colonies were planted
under the direction of Great Britain;
and a system of educativn was laid in
the New England States, in the year
1647, when the inhabita: ts only num-
bered 21,000 souls, such as astonished
the greatest educttioniste of Europe.

The system estublished —imposed a
tax on all, for the education of all—
apropriated 'arge tracts of land in aid
of the funds,—hence, education was
made free to all, rich,and poor.

It is through the weans of this ad-
mirable system of Education, thatthe
Unted States of America is able,
under her reputlican institutions, to
govern her 26,000,000 of inhabitants.
Under this system, one fourth of the
population 1 several of the states,
are receiving the blessings of a sound
education; and it is under a suailar
system in Upper Canada, that the
sare results are prod :ced ; while, in
other sections of America, for (xapmn
ple, the British Provinces of Lower
Caneda, Nova Scotiz, New Branswick,
and Newfoundland, where different

educctionalsystems prev ail,haraly one
ninth of th population attend school.

Amung the republics of South
Ameiica, education is iu & deplorable
state. Inconsequence of the distract-
ed state of the cuuntry—foreign and
wten.al wars, and the true slate of
public moruls, the people have not
¥t began to tarn their atiention to
the cultivativn of the mind, or the de-
velopement of the vast ard valuable

, recoucres which everywhere abound.

. The Aboriginal inhabitan:s of Ame-
rica, the numurous Indian tribes
were, when discovered, and sull sc,
with few excepiions, entirely igno-
rantef books or book-Jearning ;though
many of them were great orators;
oral language had been cultivated to
such an exlent, that it is alleged, that
the speeches of many of theirr Chiefs
tar surpassed in real oratory, that of
many of the public speakers in Ku-
rope. And still, the Indians were
barbarous. \

It is impossible to say what the
population of the world was one hun~
dred years ago,—it probabiy did not
exceed five handred millions; 1t ia
very doubtful whether twenty.five
willions of this vast population could
read, and as for writing, fow compa-~
ratively knew anything about it.

But a mighty change hus since
pagsed over many countries; in ad-
dition to the vast pumber of elemen-
tary schools that dot the world,
Normal and Traming Colleges have
been established, where persons ars
qualific] 0 take charge of the com-

_mou schools.  Every country, aiming

at the spread of useful iostruction,
and the best means of communicating
Lnowludge, hasnow gotits Novfaal
Seliouls.

Normal Schools originated in Ger-
many about the beginning of the last
century, and now there are nearly five
hundred of these institutions inlers-
persed throughout the different coun-
tries of the world ; besides thousands
of Universities, Academies, e, of a
higher order.



