
TI-Ir, SINCLAIRS 0P CAITHNESS

Jamnes Lochi, Francis Sther, Jolin Horseburgh, Captain
Keiiieth Mackay, and Aiîgus Leslie. If we eau credit
tradition, Seilar w~as the niost active axxd tlie mnost cruel of
all; lie wvas certaiiîly the iiost detested. About i8io,
Major Williamî Iiines of Saîidside anîd Johxi Pattersoii, his
sheep fariner and factor, evicted a large iiuiiiber of familles
front Isauld, Skaill, Borrowston, Lybster, Skiîîniet, Shurery,
and other parts of W\est Caithniess. In 1812 Lord Gower
anîd lis wvife drove away froîn thieir lands scores of persons
w~ho were compelled to seek a home aiiiong te Inidians aiid
bears of the Red River settlement. Iii 1815 they turxîed
more of thieir tenants-miore of the parents of the nmen who
liad been figliting against Napoleoit-out of doors, espc-
îally iii the parisîxes of Farr and Kildoliaxi. On titis occa-
sion the selfishi anîd tyrannîical Sellar fc.tuiA, eiîjoymiexit aîid
pleastire iii setting fire to the houses of tho3e wlioni lie w'as
reîiioviîig. Ini I8i9 axîd 1820 the wliole parisli of Kildonan,
lparts of Uic parishes of Rog art aiîd GoIspie, and the dis-
tricts of Strathiuaver and Strathy were cleared almnost
wvholly of tlieir iihlabitaxits anîd slîeep put in tieir place.
Iu thie statistical account of tite parnsu of Reay, wvritten in
i1840, wve filid the following-stateiiieiits :-< The distress at
presexît existig iii the parishi is extremie. T' i ost of
the parisb lias been converted inito sheep-farms and coise-
qt-enitly the poor people liave been ejected froin their bouses
and lanîds, iiîaiy of tlieni reduced to iiidigeiîce axîd iinisery,
antd others necessi tated to cînig rate to a foreigiî land."

Lord Gower, Marquis of Stafford aud Duke of Sîtiter-
land, %v'as au Exîglishmnaîi. He wvas to a large extent re-
spoxisible for the Sutherland clearanîces anîd their horrible
crucities. It is of îîo use to try to tbrow the whole blanme
on bis wvife. The factors were bacl enioughI, but they were
onily ag"enits. John Pattersoxi camie to Caitliiiess froin Rox-
btirghi iî i804. He w-as then oiily a monieyless sbephierd.
At the tinie of bis cieatli, which took place iii 1853, lic wvas
tenant of several large well-stocked farnis and had £39,0o0
iii Cash.


