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PR EF A CE.

No one can give an adequate view of the

general life of a colonist, unless he has been
one himself. Unless. he bas experienced all
the various gradations of colonial existence, from
that of the pioneer in the backwoods and the

inhabitant, of a shanty, up tothe epoch of bis
career, when he becomes the o'wner, by his own

exertions,* of a comfortable house and well-cleared
farm, affording him the coinforts and many of the

luxuries of civilization, he is hardly competent to
write on such a subject. 1 have myself passed

through all these grades. I have had the honour
of filling many colonial appointmen-ts,___§4£h-aw-

Commissioner of the Court---- -ô-f- Requests, and
Justice of the Peace. -My' commisson in her

Majesty'.s- Militia, and my connection with the
Canada Company, have also, afforded me sonie
opportunities of acquiring additional informa-
tion. I wa*s in the Company"sý service duriing the
early settlement, of Guelph and also of Goderich,


