
PREF CE*

Timfollowinci pacres comprise a book so nondésaflpt ne ýto

réquire, perhaps, an -exposition of its -character, mode of conga

struction, and object._ It -isnot a history, in the ordinary sense,_

of tbat term much less a sintgle biocraphy, nor yet a bùndle of

biý,cyraphies; but a biographical history. The primary design

is- to, give , a presentation of one,"ý'p'articular publio man, the

REV. WILLIAM CASEP and -a secondary one,, of all the

Method-ist Ministers and Preachers who have labored in the

two Canadas, from thé first.till the.time te whieh the work*

conies (lown, ail of whom we have, in one way or another,

conn.ected, wit-h .Mr. -Case. His life is the principal stream,

the offiers are the tributaries,

The several biocrr'ap4 ' ies ý thus combined, when' completed,
Pbonstitute a history'of Canada, Methodism from.- its plantation

in the now united Provinces of Eastern and Western Canada,

&bill 1855. There is nothing peculiar in this fuature. The

biography of a succession of leaaîncr-men inany eomtnunity,

whether secular or reliorîous, wïll ever necessarily constitute a-

bâtor' of that coramuality. This historical issue, howeyer,


