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QUESTIONABLE POLICY

It seems to be understood that the
right of the B: C. Electric Railway
Company to haul freight through the
city streets is to be the subject of ap-
peal. We suppose it may be conceded
that the duty of the legal advisers of
the Aldermanic Board obliges them to
present to.that body such views of the
Jegal rights of the city and of persons
or corporations holding concessions
from the city as they in their judgment
think proper; but it does not follow
that the Aldermanic Board is bound
always to act upon that advice. Per-
haps the latter statement may be mis-
understood. An Alderman once Te-
marked to the Colonist that the City
Council was bound to do a certain
thing because the City Barrister said
it was legal. This incident illustrates
our point, which is only very rudimen-
tary. It is that the legal officers of the
city are the proper advisers of the Al-
dermanic Board as to matters of law,
but are in respect to matters of policy
in no way different from any of the
citizens. Indeed, with all due respect
to the legal profession, there is per-
haps no one less fitted to be an adviser
on questions ‘of policy than the man
who is cansulted on questions of law.
His training predisposes him to insist
upon the ‘strictly technical interpreta-
tion of all questions. Take that in-
volved in the transportation of freight
over the rails of the Tramway com-
pany. For several years efforts have
been made by the Board of Trade to
gecure such a service in connection
with the rallway companies. It would
be a great advantage to many people;
it would be a disadvantage to nobody.
Surely the fact that the tramecar com-
pany may not have the strict legal
right to haul freight over its lines
ought not to deprive the business com-
munity of the advantage of such trans-
porm{ion. We admit at once that it
was the duty of the city’s legal advis-
ers to inform the Board of Aldermen
that doubt existed in their minds as
to the: legal rights of the ¢ompany; we
may even admit that, if the city’s legal
advisers believe the decision of Mr.
Justice Martin, which was contrary to
their opinion, can be successfully ap-
pealed, it was their duty to say so,
But what we do not admit 1s that the
Aldermen are bound to throw obstacles
in the way of transportation” within
the city, simply because certain legal
gentlemen think there is a fighting
chance to win out in a lawsuit..

A . gentleman said to the Colonist
westerday: ‘“What's .the use of your
writing up the development of Vic-
toria and vicinity? The first man that
tries to do anything will be stopped by
en injunction.” We do not know that
things are quite as bad as this remark
would indicate; but it does seem an
unfortunate thing- that,-at the very
time that we are all desirous of having
local transportation facilities extended,
obstaéles should be thrown in the way.
It is not as if the Tramway company
were seeking to deprive anyjne else of
a privilege. "If that company cannot
haul freight through the streets on {ts
rails no other company ean, and in
that case freight cannot be tiansported
through the city on rails. But if some
other company ‘could, what Jdifference
woald it make? Of course if we are
pound to stop the transportation of
freight through the streets by modern
methods, that is another matter. In
that case it will be necessary to build
up a business section somewhere out-
side of the city limits. The Board of
Aldermen cannot wholly stop the
growth of the city, but they can drive
business into the suburbs ang thus de-
preciate the value of inside property.
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NAVAL DEFENCE

Some time ago the Standard of Em-
pire offered a prize of $400 for the
best essay upon the question “Shall
Canada Have a Navy of Her Own?”
The prize was awarded last week. The
position taken by the writer of the
successful contribution is that Canada
should have her own navy, acting in
cooperation with the British navy,
special stress being laid upon the claim
that each overseas dominion should
maintain its own force and deal with
its own naval problems as they exist
or may arise. The successful compe-
titor does not think we should be con-
tent with a naval establishment, that
would be a mere toy, but on the other
hand we should not think of providing
a fleet of Dreadnoughts. A naval vol-
unteet force and a naval college are
proposed, and the subsidizing of mer-
chant ships capable of being utilized
in war is favored. The comment of
the Standard of Empire is that the
essay is “remarkable ‘and suggests
both the philosophic temperament and
style of Captain Mahan,” and it adds
that “the essay should prove of great
service to the Canadian and British
authorities in effecting the proposals
unanimously approved by the Domin-
jon Parliament on Monday last.”

The author of this notable produc-
tion 4s Mrs. W. Hews Oliphant, of
Toronto. The second best essay was
by Mr. G. Frederick Hamiltop, ‘of Ot-
tawa. It is a very remarkable thing

ed that her work is commended toﬂ
its philosophic style. ' The occasion is
emphatically a practical one, involving
not only what ought to be done today,
but the determination of a policy for
the future.

At the time of the debate in _the
House of Commons The Colonist ex-
pressed the opinion that the tone of it
and the resolutions adopted were the
result of an understanding between
the Ministry and the Conservative
leaders based upon communications
with the British government. So far
as we have observed the only other
paper which took that view was the
Montreal Witness, but the tone of gsub-
sequent discussion in our Eastern ex-
changes, both Liberal and Conserva-
tive, give weight to the suggestion.
Shortly after the alarmist speech of
Sir Edward Grey the Toronto Globe
published an editorial, which com-
pared with the usual references of
that paper to Imperial subjects, was
almost hysterical. None of the Con-
servative papers approached the Globe
in the vehemence -of its demand for
immediate action. Since the vote of
the House of Commons, the Globe in
common with almost all our Edstern
contemporaries, irrespective of poli-
tics, has taken the position, substan-
tially, that Canada should not act
with precipitation, but should await
the result of a conference between
representatives of the Canadian min-
istry and the Lords of the Admiralty.
This remarkable change, taken in con-
nection with the moderate tone of the
Bastern Conservative press;, seems to
make it certain that the Canadian and
British governments are acting in full
sympathy and that there is no dispo-
sition on the part either of the Con-
servative or Liberal leaders to force

ject is one that must be approached
calmly. There is absolutely no ‘doubt
whatever as to the attitude of the
Canadian people. They are ready to
do their full ‘duty. They only need to
be told by those best qualified to Judge
in what direction that duty lies.

TRANSMUTATION

Sir William Ramsay, one of the
greatest chemists of the day, thinks
that in one of his experiments a small
ajmount of copper was transmuted into
lithium, which is an element of the
same class as sodium, potassium, mag-
nesium and the like. He is not abso-
lutely sure about it, but he has elimin-
ated all’ chances of error sufficiently
to be’'able to sdy that he believes the
change has taken place. This from a
sclentist of repute is calculated to at-
tract attention and it has done so very
widely. 'The theory that metals can
be transmuted is as old as history,
and as every one knows the great
search of the alchemists was for thé
process ‘'that would change base metals
into gold. The value of the discovery,
if it could be gmade, would not Hé ob-
vious, for if gold could be made by a
chemical process from copper or iron,
it would cease to 'have any special
worth. - Whether the art of transmuta-
tion was ever possessed by the ancients
is a matter concerning which there is

4a degree of doubt equivalent almost to

a negation of the possibility. During
the reign of the early Roman emperors
numerous works bearing the names of
ancient philosophers appeared and in
them directions for transmutation were
glven.  In most cases the alleged au-
thorship was spurious, and the edict of
Diocletian, - which- cojmmanded , their
destruction was probably not due to
any fear that gold would become too
common to be of value if the direc-
tions for its manufacture given in the
books ever became ,ublic property, but
only because he wished to put an end
to the absurd experimentation which
was rife at that time. Of course, if Sir
Willlam Ramsay is right in his sur-
mises as to the result of his experi-
ment, it is possible that in olden times
the Egyptians understood transmuta-
tion, Pnd if was ever known we jmay
ffeel confident that it will be redis-
covered. At the same time it would be
exceedingly premature to get in any
panic over the prospective diminution
of the purchasing power of a $20 gold
piece.

VICTORIA.

The mineral resources of any im-
perfectly prospected area are of neces-
sity problematical, and the  business
suburbs . of Victoria have only been
very scantily prospected. Some things
are known. Gold has been taken jin
commercial quantities from Leech river
and has been found in gravels else-
where in the region lying along the
shore of the Strait of Juan de Fuca.
Whether the auriferous gravels are
sufficiently extensive or sufficiently rich
to warrant ‘any great expectations for
future development remains to be
proved. - As a source of general pros-
perity hydraulicking for gold is  not
vey important, the amount of labor

the situation in any way. The sub- .

employed in it not being ‘very great.
If the known gravels.prove. rich they
will be a factor in the progress of the
district, but only in a subordinate way.
The existence of auriferous, gravel is
generally looked upon as prima facie
evidence of the existence of auriferous
lodes not very far away, and we know
as a matter of fact that there is free-
milling gold quartz on China Creek,
which lies between Cowichan Lake and
Alberni Canal. But so little is certain
about the mineralization of the rocks,
which extend across the Island from
Saanich Arm south of the above named
lake to Barkley Sound, that nothing
can be predicted upon the probable
existence there of metalliferous de-
posits. There are known to be several
promising deposits of excellent copper
ore, some of them far from Viectoria, but
in no case has development proceeded
far enough to warrant any conclusion
being drawn respecting them. When we
come to iron we are on different ground.
There ‘are very extensive deposits of
high grade magnetic iron within the
area now under consideration. Those
best known are at Port Renfrew near
the Strait, and -at Sarita on Barkley
Sound. A very large tonnage of ore is
necessary before the establishment of
iron smelting plants can be entertained.
For years doubt was expressed as to
the sufficency of the deposits now be-
ing considered, but our understanding
of . the matter is that all doubt has
been removéd, and that ample ore ex-
ists. The fact that the ore is all mag-
netic has also been looked upon as an
obstacle to its utilization, but it is far
from being so. Mr. Linderman, who
was sent out by the Dominion Depart-
ment of Mines to examine the iron ores
of the Island, informed the Colonist
that there were no serious difficuities
in the way of handling these ores prof-
itably, as they .are now handled in
Norway. The adoption of electrical
smelting is of great interest in this
connection. Electrical furnaces have
been established in Norway for com-
mercial purposes after a long series
of experiments, and if they prove the
success commercially that they did ex-
perimentally, we may look with confi-
dence to the early utilization of the
iron ores referred to. The guestion of
power necessarily arises in this con-
nection. Water power is, of courst,
the cheapest, providing the interest on
the cost of installation is hot too great.
Our information is that the Nitinat
can be utilized for the development of
a vast power, and if this is the case,
the Sarita and Port Renfrew = ores
could ‘be concentrated at a common
point and an extensive plant could be
established.

Of the coal deposits within the busi-
ness suburhs of Victoria nothing is
known- with certainty except that coal
exists and is apparently of good qual-
ity. It is found on the Saanich Penin-

sula and also to the west of Victoria,
Prospecting . has not sufficiently ad-

vanced to warrant  the expression: of |

any-opiniom as to the probable value of
the deposits.’ Of limestone there is an

abundance, and as is well known it is

suitable not only for the manufacture
of ‘ordinary lime, but also for Portlang
cement. Of brick cldy there are ex-
cellent deposits,

Speaking generally of the mineral
wealth of Victoria's business suburbs,
we-cannot go any further than to say
that the indications are favorable as
regards copper and to a léss degree as
to gold, but in regard to iron, its
value may be taken as demonstrat-
ed. 'We do not look for any rapid
progress in a mining way in this
region, although experience has de-
monstrated that the unexpected has a
fashion of happening in this particular
industry. We assign it for the present
a subordinate place among the factors
upon which the growth and prosperity
of the city and its.vicinity depend, with
the reservation that it may be neces-
sary at any time to recast this view.
At present it is not, excépt in regard to
iron, an avallable factor jn the- devel-
opment of the district. From the in-
formation at prbsent at our command
it would not be wise to include gold,
silver, copper or coal among the ele-
ments of prosperity with the business
suburbs upon whieh the people of
Victoria can reckon with confidence.

In addition to the iron ores mention-
ed, there are deposits at other points
along the West, K Coast, notably at Se-
chart, Kennedy Lake.and Nootka
Sound. _All these ores ¢an be conveni-
ently  assembled at ‘a common point
wtihin the business suburbs. of Vic-
toria, although to do so to the best
advantage a railway from this city to
Barkley Sound is needed so as to fa-
cilitate the movement of the ore from
the Renfrew District. The West Coast
ores can be loaded upon cars at the
mines, and be transported either on
barges or self-propelling ferries to the
common point. In view of the extent
and character of these deposits we see
no reason why the people of Victoria
may not look forward with cenfidence
to the building up of a great iron and
steel industry, not in the city or very
close to it, but at some point between
here and Barkley Sound. Herein we
have a potential element of prosperity
of very great importance, and it en-
ables us to say that, in addition to
what Victoria’s business suburbs have
to offer in the way of the products
of the forest and the field, they also
have available products of the mines
of such a character and in such quan-
tity that they ought to afford a stimu-
lus to our efforts at local development.

‘TOILET

ouer__ TAKE CARE OF

YOUR HAIR

And your hair will take care of
your beauty for luxurious locks
are the true glory of woman.

BOWES’ ROSEMARY
CAMPHOR-BORAX.

Cleanses and stimulates the
scalp as few preparations can—
promotes great growth of hair.
Use it once a week and you'll
be delighted with, the results.
5¢ per package, or 6 for 25c,

At this store only.

that a lady should carry off the hon-
ors in that competition. It will be not-

Telephones 425 and 450.

CYRUS H. BOWES, CHEMIST

1228 Government Street, near Yates.
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2 E7E HOUSE FURISKERS
cOoNPL VICTORIA.BG

The “First” Furniture Store of the
“Last” West

HOME FURNISHERS SINCE 1862

COMPLETE NOUSE FURNISKERS
VICTORIA.B.C
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THE BEST
STORE FOR
WEDDING
PRESENTS
FILLED
WITH ALL
SORTS OF
PRACTICAL
GIFTS FOR
AFTER
EASTER
BRIDES

Finds Us Grandly Prepared
To Fill Your Every Want
in Good Furnishings

E NEVER were better prepared to look after

your every want in furnishings for the home.

Whether you are a homekeeper of many years or an

after-Easter bride we can look after your needs in these
lines in better fashion than any other establishment.

Our stock is so extensive that no matter whether

the home is small or large, no matter whether your

tastes' are simple or run to the “extravagant,” no

matter what “scheme” you wish to work out — you’ll find here
something to suit you.

We have a staff of experts in drapery and house furnishing

work, and the 'services of these men is free to you. Costs you

. nothing to come in and consult them freely on any matter of home

beautification you may be planning.

If you want any of your old

furniture repaired or. re-upholstéred, send it to our factory. We do

superior work in this line.

If your old carpets want altering, or if

they want cleaning, let our carpet department look after your needs.

Young homekeepers are welcomed here.

Our long experience in

gomefurnishing is often of great value to them in the making of their new
ome.

Fine Furniture

N THE FURNITURE STORE
you’ll be treated to the very lat-
est and best from the foremost fac-
tories. Many of the lines shown are
exclusive with us<=styles you’ll not
find shown elsewhére in the city.

No matter what:room you want
to fit up, no matter what scheme
you wish to carry out, you’ll find
the matter of® choosing . furniture
easy if you come here. We have fur-
niture in many woods and in many
finishes, in “latest” designs and in
the more "conservative. From the
handsome Circassian Walnut Bed-
room Suites to the Kitchen Tables
made of B. C. Fir, you’ll find much
to interest you here, .,

Welcome to come and look.

Dainty China
O China and Glass Store shows

better lines than this shop of

ours, for what is better in their re-
spective lines than the products of
Wedgwood,-Haviland, Limoge and
‘such potteries in-china, and the shop
of Libbey in Cut Glass? These are
absolutely the very best in their re-
spective lines and you’ll find their
products shown exclusively in our
store, in this city.

We have a handsome showing
of dinner and tea sets, and cups,
saucers, plates, etc.,, in china. In
“Libbey” Cut Glass we show a grand
assortment of pieces suitable for
wedding gifts for the brides of after-
Easter. See this* glistening crystal
shown in our cut glass room —a
room built specially for.this purpose.

Special Values in Toilet Sets

We have some specially
good values in Toilet Sets
to offer you. These are a
few odd lines— just one
or two sets of a kind —
which we are offering at
very enticing prices.

If you want a Toilet Set
or two for your home or
for your summer cottage,
here is a splendid oppor-
tunity to save on the pur-
chase.

New shapes and pretty
decorations—choice of
colorings. Priced at —

$3.50, $4.50 and $5.00
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LOVELY CARPETS

HARMING CARPETS await you here — the very

finest we have shown.

Direct from Crossley and

Templeton and the other leading British makers we have

received their very latest creations.

These names on carpets spell “best quality,” and
superior quality is more important than unusual beauty of

value.

design. But when you get both and get all this for the same
price as you are accustomed to paying for carpets of very
ordinary worth you are getting superior value — Weiler

| COLLAPSIBLE GO-CART $6.20

You'll agree when you see this cart, that it’s a
go-cart value not to be found outside of our shop.

.......g.oo0000000000000000
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Here is a collapsible go-cart with an all steel gear

enameled green or carmine, with four
10-inch rubber tire wheels. Body is wood
frame and handle. Cart collapses easily

and compactly and is an excellent
cart when one is travelling either
on train, boat or street car.

And it is-a “Whitney” cart—
that’s a guarantee of its goodness,
even if we didn’t put our name
behind it. We. have marked this
cart at $6.50, which with our five
per ecent discount taken off,
makes it an unbeatable value at...
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TEUTOBOR
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on his part the better to ena
plot for the liberation of h
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This was done with a great ¢
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ther into the interior. The
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peaceful intentions of the peoy
traversing, that he took witl
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things of the sort they had to
worse, heavy rains and high wi
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against Varus, “and having
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The account given by Dion
the Teutoborg Forest shows
absolutely at the mercy of
suffered, he says, without bei
the Germans, familar with wo
with baggage, fell upon the. is
troops, accustomed to fight ir
clear spaces. The slaughte
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with advantage. On the thi
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After. this terrific defeat
from their German fortifica
The horrors of- the retreat v
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tioned that one force, seeki
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because the women and ¢
wept loudly on account of
fierce rains, Creasy, writingl
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instantaneous and complete.
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tion for the troops he had
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“there remained no Roman yq
that were worth speaking o
chosen by lot to serve in thg
tated were put to death. §
on condition that they would
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of fire blazed up from them
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are the stories told by the R«
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The battle of the Teutobo
point in the history of manki
less to speculate upon what
if Varus, from the West, 1
conquests with those
it seems certain that in su

of Bome would have long be




