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STILL REFUSE
BETTER TERMS

er and Fielding Distinctly
~nose Re-opening of B,
C.s Claims

ni/iBBLES ON COMMISSION

ce Minister Also Grossly
“srepresents Mre Mc-
Bride's Position

ing are extracts from the
i of December 2 and December
ontain the observations of Sir
Laurier and Mr. Fielding on
Columbia’s claims for excep-
consideration, made during the
on the address in reply to the
from the throne. Mr. Borden
t in his remarks, which preced-
-e of the Prime Minister, refer
subject. Sir Wilfrid Laurier

<ir, I have another reproach to
2gainst my hon. #friend and a far
grievous one with regard o
also took place in British Co-
ia. and it is that the hon. gentle-
vielding to the importunities of
McBride, the prime -minister of
i<h Columbia, has undertaken to
ven the question of ‘the provincial
<idies which was closed here last
3 My hon. friend alluding to that
| his speech in Ottawa, said:

Fielding and some of his sub-
d organs are distressed and dis-
rtened because of my attitude in
yespect of the finaneial relations be-
ween British Columbia and the Do-
ninion. From 1902 to 1904 I made a
yretty careful study of this subject and
in the latter year I made the follow-
ing pledge to that province.

Let me say ‘that 1 have made much
thought to the conditions in British
(‘olumbia, which, in your opinion, call
for special attention 4n considering
the finanical relations between the Do-
minion and that province. You claim
not only that these conditions are ex-
ceptional and peculiar to the situation
ond physical character of your pro-
vince, but also that they are perman-
¢nt in their nature, In my opinion they
are such as to.command immediate in-
quiry and investigation, to the end that
any “njustice clearly established may
be immediately relieved.’

Nothing has since occurred which in
my -opinion takes away the binding
character of that pledge and uring my
recent campaign I told the people of
British Columbia that it still hield good.

Novx;, sir, the hon. gentleman says
that since he spoke as he did in 1904
nothing has occurred which -in his
opinion takes away the binding c¢har-
acter of that pledge.
thing has occutrred to remove the bind-
ing character of that’ pledge.- My hon,
frichd “is ‘aware, eyérybody “is" aware,’
that that question was considered in
this house not later than last session,
that a nmew arrangement was made
vith the provinces to which they were
all parties, and not a word of dissent
from it was heard on the floor of this
house, and that the resolutions have
since received the sanction of an im-
perial act of parliament.

Mr. R. L. Borden. - And which struck
out the words “final and unalterable.”

Sir Wilfrid Laurier. - ‘Where?

Mr. R. L. Borden. -In the body of
the zct, I understood. ~

Sir  Wilfrid Laurier. Not in the
body of the act; but I will tell the hon.
gentleman what took place. This ques-
tion of provinefal subsidies has been
one of the most dangerous questions
which this confederation has ever
had to 'deal with. From-the first the
arrangement which ‘was made was not
satisfactory to any province. It was
satisfactory to certain provinces that
the provinces should be allowed to
share in the revenue collected by the
Dominion; but the arrangement em-
bodied' in the Act, of Confederation
was that that portion of the -re-
venue to - “be - allowed ' by . the
Dominion = to :the provinces should
be fiked and ‘permanent according to
the population of:1861. I-say that this
arrangement was one‘of the weakest
points in the Act of Confederation. It
hrought ‘confederation indeed, wupon
nore than one occasion, ‘perilously
near to a. dissolution. ' The ink of the
Act of Confederation - of 1867 was
scarcely dry when the provision there
vnacted wag violated in favor of Nova
Scotia; the year after it was violated
in favor of New Brunswick; and year
after year _new arrangements were
made, now with. one province, now
with another province.” Such a course
must have been -extremely mischiev-
ous. When special provision was made
with one province, it created .jealousy
in another, and immediately that other
province made a demand foy simllar
treatment. This wefft on from year
to year until the provinces themselves
came to the point of protesting against

and asked for a readjustment of
the subsidies. In 1887 a conference of
he provinces took place at the city
+f Quebec, and they asked for a new
.cttlement, Another conference tovk
place some years afterwards, and a
hird and a fourth; and after we had
oen ten years in office we determined

have a last conference here in the
vity of Ottawa with the Dominion
1uthorities with a view to obtaining

final and permanent settlement of
that question. This conference took
place here in the city of Ottawa in the
nonth of October, 1906. At it all the
rrovinces were represented, and it
will not be out of place that I should
zive to the house the composition of
hat representation.

Sir Wilfrid then read the names of
he members of the conference and the
~snluticns. adopted.

These resolutions were passed unani-
nously by the representatives of the
rovinces there assembled and were

ssented to by the Dominion govern-

ent. British Columbia had a special
‘12im based upon its mountainous char-
cter, vast territory, and sparse popula-
ion, and &ll theymembers of the con-
‘erence, both the provincial and the
ominion members agreed that it was
1st and  equitable that British Co-
unbia should have a special allow-
“nce apart from all the others. The
iily question at issue was what should

« the amount of that allowance. Bri-
izh Columbia demanded in its mem-

in] that the question shoul be de-

rmined by a commission or a com-
littee of arbitraton to be composed

{ tkree members—one to be appointed

the Dominion government; one by
British Columbia, and the third by the

Why, sir, every-.

was considered by the conference and
it passed thig resolution:

That in the opinion of the confer-f
ence it is unadvisable that the claim,
in the way of subsidies, of any pro-
vince be referred to arbitration

What better arbitrators could British
Colunibia haye than the men there as-
semtled—the premiers and members
from all the different provinces? Could
a commission -of arbitrators, appointed
as suggested by British Columbia, be
more compétent o deal with this ques-
tion than the members of that confer-
ence. What was the purpose of that
conference which sat here in Ottawa?
It was to settle this very question,
They considered it thoromghly and re-
solved:
That in view of thé large area, geo-
graphical position and very exceptional
physical features of the province of
Brtish Columbia, it is the opinion:'of
this conference that the said province
should receive a reasonable additional
allowance for the purposes of civil gov-
ernment, in excess of the provisions
made in the Quebec rasolutions of 1902,
and that such additional allowance
should be to the extent of one hundred
thousand dollars annually for ten years.
So that under the resolutions adopt-
ed, the province of British Columbia is
to receive a large extra subsidy and in
addition to the extra grant, which she
receives on a par with all the other
provinces, she ig to receive a special
grant of $100,000 a‘year. These re-
solutions came befone this house for
ztiﬁmtion. They were submitted to
ig parliament. They passed without
a word!of dissent from my hon friend
or anybody else. But he tells us that
from the year 1902, hs has given a
good deal of attention to this ques-
tign. ~ He tells us that from. 1902 to
1904 he made in the city of Ottawa a
pretty careful study of this subject.
But it he had made for two years.a
deep stidy of this subject, when it
came /hefore the house for settlement
was the time for him to give the coun-
try the benefit of this study. He said,
however, not a word on this subject.
It seemed to him, as it did to every-
body else, that the arrangemeént was
a fair one. But he went to British
Columbia and there he came within
the magnetic influenge of Mr. Mec-
Bride, and he swallowed the bait that
Mr. McBride offered ‘him. My hon.
colleague the minister 9f Finance (Mr.
Fielding) called it a bribe. What else
could it be called?

Mr. Fielding spoke later in the de-
bate and the following is what he is
reported to have said: “Now I turn
to the attitude of my hon. friend, the
Jeader of the opposition in British Co-
lumbia. He goes to British Colum-
bia and tries to disturb the arrdnge-
ment made at that conference amongst
the provincial premiers of the " Do-
minion. I complain of the hon. gentle-
man in this, not only that what he
did was a disturbance in itself, but!
that he conveyed the impression to the
people ‘of British ‘Columbia ‘that this
was a quarrel between the British
Columbia government and the Liberal
party. He tried to lead the people of
British Columbia to :-believe that they
were being oppressed by the govern-
fnent of my right hon. friend: (8ir Wil-
frid Laurier) and that when the hon.
gentleman himself (Mr. R. L. Borden)
and his friends came into power,
they. would grant relief from this
thing that the Liberals were doing.
That is the chief offense that I lay
at his door. He knows he was not
fair, he was candid in so speaking
Who composed thls convention? Who
lagreed fo .this scheme. of distributions
Foremost among them was the Prime
Minister of the Conservative province
of Ontario. All the governments of
the Dominion are not in harmony with
the Dominion government of today;
and I suppose that it is not at all likely
that all the provincial governments
will be in harmony with the Dominion
government at any time. We had at
this conference in Ottawa, Mr. Whit-
ney, the Premier of Ontario; Mr. Foy,
Attorney General; Mr. Matheson,
Treasurer. We had Mr. Roblin, prem-
jer and Mr. Colin Cambell, Attorney
General, representing the great Con-
servative province of Manitoba. We
had also, representing the other prov-
inces, their premiers and ministers
names are well known. McBride was
here to represent British Columbia; he
'is the head of a Comnservative govern-
ment. He came forward with a deter-
mination that nothing you  e¢ould do
for him would satisfy him. 1t is evi-
demt that he had come to get an ar-
rangement for  British Columbia; he
had come there to find a_ grievance.
He did not want to agree to anything
that the conferemnce would agree upon.
He said: I want a Royal Commission
to look into the case of British Co-
lumbia. Now there was no
reason why we should grant a Royal
Commission to one province and not
another. ‘This was a matter, as I have
said, which had been - agitated for
twenty years.” The provinces needed
the money. The time was ripe, not for
commissions and further inquiry, but
for action. . J§f it was right that Mr.
McBride should be given a commission
for British Columbia, why should not
Mr. Whitney say: I am not satisfied
with this arrangement, and I want a
Royal Commission to investigate for
Ontario? And so with the premier of
Quebec, the .premier of Nova Seotla
and the rest. To grant a commission
meant -a disturbance of the arrange-
ment. My right hon. friend (Sir Wil-
fried Laurier) said yesterday that|no
commission. was better qualified to
deal with the question than were the
men at the conference. They were
men who had a general knowledge of
the affairs of the Dominion. They
were not prompted by an ungenerous.
spirit towards British Columbia. I
can speak of that with the most per-
fect certainty. I have said elsewhere
and I repeat now, that I svent to some
of the members of the conference be-
fore it assembled and ask them to con-
sider British Columbia’s clainds as fav-
orably as possible, to strain a point in
her favor, and treat her generously.
And I am glad to say that fthey were
disposed to do that, and that a propo-
sition was made to treat British Co-
lumbia generously. I do not want to
pander to any particular section of the
Dominion. British Columbia is a big,
rich province. Her people are not a
party of children, and I do not believe
they need a Baby Act for their pro-
tection. They came into confedera-
tion of their own free will, and if they
are asked to live up to their bargain
they have no right to complain. But
when the peculiar condition was
known, and the other provinces were
disposed to treat them generously and
liberally, the premier of British Co-
lumbia should have responded and ac-
cepted the consideration with which
he was treated. He wanted a com-
mission and the matter was consider-
ed. The conference considered it, Mr.
Whitney considered it. Again I say,
the leader of the opposition has done
his best to make the people of British
Columbia believe that this was a quar-
rel between Sir Wilfrid Laurier .and
the province of British Columbia. It
wasg-not, Mr. right hon. friend the
prime minister took no part in that
transaction that was not heartily sup-
ported by the Hon. J. P. Whitney and
all the other Conservatives present at
that conference. And that conference,
not a Liberal conference, but- made up
in the manner I have described; having

ing heard what he could say,  passed
this resolution:
That in the opinion of the confer-
ence it is inadvisable that a claim in
the way of subsidies of any province
be referred to arbitration.
‘Why should the claim of one prov-
ince be referred to arbitration? Why
should we give arbitration to British
Columbia when the province of New
Brunswick could present even strong-
<r claims. $
Mr. R. L. Borden—New Brunswick
did have an arbitration, so did Nova
Scotia.
diMr. Fielding—Not as respects subsi-
es.
Mr. R. L. Borden—In
claims.
diMr, Fielding—I am talking of subsi-
es. /
Mr. R. L. Boorden, I am talking of
the ‘entire subject.
Mr. Fielding—The hon. gentleman
has no right to interpose other ques-
tions in connection with subsidies.
Mr. R. L. Borden—May I ask what
is the difference in principle?
Mr. Fielding—This is the difference
in principle. If the province of Nova
Scotia had a claim, it was a claim
for property, and was not a proper
subject for arbitration. A claim for
property of any province in the Do-
minion is not a claim for arbitration.
Mr. R. L. Borden—It was not a claim
of the province, it was a claim for
money.
Mr. Fielding—It was a claim for
property which the Dominion of Can-
ada had taken over_and sufficiently
paid for. . b
Mr. R. L. Borden—Was
money claim?
Mr, Fielding—It was a money claim
for property. But the claim of Mr. Mc-
Bride was a money claim, not for
property. Does my hon. friend see
the difference?
Mr. R. L. Borden—No. I do not.
. Mr. Fielding—Then 1 am sorry
for it. I think if the Dominion
of Canada had a property trans-
action with any individual,
that individual might claim the right
to go to a court or an arbitration and
see whether he could.get justice, and
if the arbitration or court awarded
him $100,000, no province in the Do-
minion, as a province, would feel it
had thereby any grievance. But if
there was a treaty as to subsidies be-
tween the provinces, and then some
scheme was devised whereby" one
province would get something and the
other province would get nothing, that
is quite a different trgnsaction,.

Mr. R, L. Borden—If it depended on
a treaty, how coquld you ‘alter that
treaty without the consent of British
Columbia?

Mr, Fielding—I do no say there was
a treaty. I say you could not insist
upon a large number of propinces
coming to an absolute agreement, you
could not expect it. We took nothing
away from British Columbia.

Mr. R. L. Borden—The honorable
gentleman does not understand my
question. . If the award was to . be
upon the ground of a treaty, how can
you alter that treaty without the con-
sent of Briish Columbia?

Mr. Fielding—The honorable gentle-
man is-proposing to do it absolutely
without the consent of the other
provinces. I say the attitude of the
Dominion government in the matter
was absolutely fair. We said to these
provinces: Now, there may not be
absolute harmony among you, al-
though we wish there could be. But
whatever you. agree. upon, try,  to’ be
junanimous. If you can agree. as,.to
what is- fair and reasonable we will
take the responsibility -of asking, for
the legislation.

Mr. R. L. Borden—Did the province
of British Columbia, - through its
Prime Minister, agree that the ques-
tion as to its right to arbitration
should be determined by the Prime
Minister of the other provinces?

Mr., Fielding—There was no ques-
tion as to the right of British Colum-
bia to arbitration. How can the hon-
orable gentleman say there was any
question of right?
body a privilege if he likes, but theére

respect to

it not, a

of British Columbia to arbitration.

Mr. R. L. Borden—I understood that
the question was left to the members
of the conference composed of the
prime ministers and their colleagues
from all the provinces; that question
was left to them to determine, and
they decided adversely to the prov-
ince of British Columbia. Now what
I do not know, and what I am desir-
ous of “ascertaining is, whether the
province' of British Columbia, through
its Prime Minister, consented that
that question 'should be left to the ad-
judication of these gentlemen, and to
be bound by their determination?

Mr. Fielding—No, it did not.

Mr. R. L. Borden—I thought so.

Mr. Fielding—I presume my honor-
able friend will not pretend anything
to the contrary. The position the gov-
ernment took was this: This is a
delicate question as between the prov~
inces. We remembered past differ-
ences, as to which I have already
called the attention ~of the House.
Now, we zaid, we are not going to get
into a quarrel with you on this mat-
*ter; but if you can come to something
like an understanding—we would like
it to be unanimous—then we will take
the responsibility of asking parlia-
ment to vote this large amount of
money. We found in the end that
the honorable ' gentleman who
represented British Columbia ap-
parently was not satisfiled with
anything except the appointment
of a commission. Now I under-
stand that there is no more right why
that gentleman should ask for a com-
mission than that the Premier of On-
tario should ask for ‘a commission.
They had equal rights. They both
came into the union voluntarily; and
therefore I say that the honorable
gentleman’s idea that British Colum-
bia had a right to get a commission
is absolutely without foundation. This
question had been dragging along for
twenty years. The provinces repre-
sented to us that they  needed  the
money, and there was almost an
unanimous agreement. When Mr.
McBride demanded a commission for
British Columbia, if we had granted
him that commission we would have
been obliged in fairness to grant it to
any other province in the Dominion
who asked for it.

Mr. R. L. Borden—Did any other
province ask for it?

Mr. Fielding—No; the other prov-
inces 3aid: We do not want commis-
sions, we do not want delay, we have
been delaying for twenty years, we
want action, we want the money.
That is what the other provinces 3aid,
not what we said.

Mr. R. L. Borden—Have they
it vet? ’

Mr. Fielding—Yes, and they are de-
lighted. The gladest province of all
is the province of Ontario, I am quite
sure. I had a very polite acknowl-
edgment from my friend, the Premier
of Ontario, who said he was very glad
to receive the money; no doubt they
all were. It was no longer a time
for delays for inquiries, the time had

got

lmpérial government. This question

heard Mr. McBride’s argument, havs

He may give any|.

was never any question of the right|

proposition was in.effect to fling the
whole matter: to-ithe winds and leave
it where it had beén for teh, fiftéen
or twenty. years. And the goyernment
said, Mr, Whitney, mid, Mr, Foy said,
Mr. Matheson said,” Mr. Roblin said,
‘Mr. Colin Campbell said, and all the
others said: We will have no more
delay; we will not consent to a com-
mission taking up this matter, we will
accept this scheme, we will waive
these objections—and Mr. Whitney
filed something like a protest to them
—we will waive these objections, we
want the thing settled. And that set-
tlement which was made, -not betweer
my right honorable friend and British
Columbia, that settlement which was
made as much by Mr. Whitney and
the other Conservative gentlemen as
it was by me—that i3 the settlement
that the honorable gentleman is trying
to set aside. -1 say that the action of
that honorable genleman was a breach
of faith with, Ontario, a breach of
faith with Quebec, a breach of faith
with New Brunswick, a breach of
faith with Prince Edward Island, a
breach of faith with Manitoba, a
breach of faith with Saskatchewan, a.
breach of faith with Alberta.

Mr. R. L. Bordén—Are you forget-
ting Nova’ Scotia?

Mr. Fielding—I say' the attitude of
that gentleman was a breach of faith
with all these provinces, and, that as
a public man he ‘should’ have been
willing to act in the interests of har-
mony instead of stirring up difficulty.

“The progress of automobilism,” says
the Paris correspondent of the Sunday
Times, “is no doubt preparing the time
when the principal usé 'of horses will
be for the dinner table.” “‘And the same
fate,” says an Irishman, “will no doubt
ultimately befall motor-cars when they
in turn are ousted by flying machines.”
—Punch. -

Rollins—“I was out in a revenue cut-
ter last night.” Collins—“I thought you
went sleighriding.” Rollins—"“Well, it
made quite a cut in my revenue.”—
Judge.

SEEK TO EVADE
‘CHINESE HEAD TAX

Nova Scotia Court's Ruling is
Quoted on Behalf of an
Immigrant

New Westminster, Dec. 10.—Yuen
Bon Loi, the Chinaman who was ar-
rested about two weeks ago for trying
to evade paying the head tax, was up
before Magistrate Pittendrigh yester-
day morning. This is the first case to
come up which is affected by the new
ruling of thé Supremse court of Nova
Scotia, which Held that a Chinaman
could not be prosecuted for evading
the head tax, neither could he be de-
ported, nor the head tax collected. J.
P. H. Bole, appearing for the defend-
ant, asked a dismissal of the case on
these grounds, but sjnce he could not
produce a transcript of the ruling, and
Capt Pittendrigh refused to accept the
newspaper account 'of the case as an
authority, the Chingman was remand-
ed. for another eighit’'ddys. Before go-
ing  back, to jail, . however,, he was

cealed weapns.

STEAM FREIGHTER FOR
THE WHALING COMPANY

Reported That Steamer Will Be Pur-
chased—New Company to Oper-
ate From Akutan Island

The Pacific Wha},ing compan&, ac-
cording to report, is arranging for the
,purchase of a steamer to be used as

a freighter and general tender to the
company’s stations, to carry coal and
supplies to. the stations and to bring
shipments of -oil to Victoria and Van-
couver for shipment to the main mar-
'ket at Glasgow. It is probable that
a vessel will be secured in England
and brought around the Horn for the
local company.

The success of the Pacific Whaling
company, the first to enter the coast
whaling business on this side of the
Pacific, has induced other companies
to enter the field, the last being the
Bering Sea Commercial company, a
representative of which was In the
city ‘yesterday seeking to dispose of
 shares, for a business to be establisired
on Akutan island, the third island go-
ing westward of the Aleutian group,
between which island ‘and Unimak the
Nome-bound and other Bering Ppea
traffic proceed by way of Unimak pass
into Bering sea. The station from
which the company proposes to oper-
ate will be built on Akutan harbor on
the west side of tne harbor, where
the plant is now being installed.

The new depot 'is considerably
further westward than the Tyee com-
‘pany’s station at Admiralty island,
from where the steamer Tyee Jr is
operated. The Tyee was the first
whaler to operate from the Alaskan
coast, but if the plans projected by
various companies are consumnated,
there will be several others. Capt. Lar-
sen Bjornsgaard, who recently return-
ed from Juneau to continue his at-
tempt to secure two stations on the
British Columbia coast, went north to
tocate sites in Alaskan waters, and
two other companies, one being or-
ganized at Seattle and one at Minne-
apolis, propose to establish stations.

The prospects of the Bering Sea
company says:

“The most prodigious whaling
ground in the known world is about
these islands. The waters of the
Aleutian islands are vastly more
prolific  in whales than the waters
near Vancouver island. Instead of a
whale being seen now and then, they
are never out of sight and it frequent-
ly happens that a hundred whales can
be seen at a time in these waters.”

The advantages as set forth for the
company’s trading station are unique.
Capt. McGlashon, it is stated, has al-
ready opened his store. Pointing out
thg advantages possessed by the cap-
tain, the prospectus says: “Captain
McGlashon married Princess Marie,
daughter of the chief of the natives
of the Aleutian islands. This gives
him great influence with the natives
and will enable him to practically con-
trol the native trade of the archi-
pelago.” The sealers are expected to
trade there, according to tne writer,
who says: “This store will be a sup-
ply store for fur traders; British, Jap-
anese and American sealing schooners;
miners, prospectors, tourists and
others.” The writer makes one trifl-
ing error: There are“no American
sealing schooners. The company. also
proposes to engage in colonization of
the island, to establish a coaling sta-
tion, and to enter the cod, mackerel

arrived for action, and Mr. McBride's

and salmon fishing industry.
¥
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ALBERTA PROMISED
SOME RADICAL LAWS

Eight Hour Day in Coal Mines
and Indemnity for Injured
Miners

Vancouver, Dec. 10.—Measures pro-
viding for a legal working day ‘of eight
hours in coal mines, the payment of
indemnities to miners injured in coal
mine accidents or in the event of
death compensation to their depen-
dents, and an extension of the Gov-
ernment telephone system, will be in-
troduced at the session of the Alberta
Legislature, which opens next month.

This was the announcement made
by Hon. W, H. Cushing, of Calgary,
who fills the portfolio of Public Works
in the Alberta government. Mr. Cush-
ing is here on business in connection
with the erection of a sawmill on
Burrard inlet next spring by the Red
Cedar Lumber company, of which he
is a large shareholder. Mr. Cushing
is an ardent champion of the cause of
labor.

“Several progressive measures af-

fecting wage-earners, principally coal
miners, will be introduced by the Al-
berta, government at the coming sea-
sion of the Legislature,” said Mr,
Cushing at the Hotel Vancouver. “The
coal operators have already granted
an eight-hour working day to their
employees. The effect of the proposed
bill will be to give this arrangement a
legal status. The principal measure will
provide forgthe compulsory payment
of indemnity to coal miners injured
while pursuing their ordinary avoca-
tion. In the event of death the com-
pensation will be paid the nearest rela-
tive. The bill will be modeled on an
enactment which has worked well in
practice in England. Our government
takes the view that the ‘injured or
survivors should not be compelled to
fight long drawn out legal battles in
the courts in order to secure damages.
Of course, the burden will fall on the
coal operator. The measure will be a
compulsory one. .
“Provision will also be made for
erecting yarious new public buildings
as well as extending the state-owned
telephone lines, five hundred miles of"
which are now in successful operation,
and affording a service greatly appre-
ciated by .the public. -A  similar
amount of mileage will be bullt next
year. It is also not unlikely that sev-
eral of the old territorial acts will be
revised.

“I do not anticipate a fuel famine in
the new provinces this coming winter,
although coal reserves are not large.
The weather is exceptionally mild, and
the next few months promise to be fa-
vorable. This is based on former ex-
periences. Why, at this time last year
we had already experienced -over a
month and a half of inclement weath-
er, There has been some talk of a
shortage Of cars for hauling the coal
from the mines, but I don’t know what
truth there is in the reports. Thus
far, we have not had any snow.

“Quite a lot of lumber is being sold
for this season of the year. Stocks,
however, are low. The common grades
of lumber are now selling at from $24
to $28 per thousand feet. 1 expect a
great improvement in the derand
next spring when the influx of new
settlers sets in. The indications are
that .the m¢vement will be even larger
than it was this year.

“It is a little quiet just now in the
northern portion of the province. The
early extension of the G.T.P. west of
Edmonton will improve the situation.
Wholesale and retail trade in Calgary
and in the southern portions of the
Alberta is excellent. The crops In
those districts were very good, sur-
passing those in the north country
where. frost did no little damage. All
in all the grain crop was larger than
in the preceding year owing to the
increased area under cultivation and
the higher prices now prevailing.

“The people as a—-whole are ' very
optimistic over the future of Alberta
They realize that this was an off year
which may not recur for many 'sea-
sons. Even now the advance agents
of newcomers are on the scene look-
ing fom locations. The early spring
will again attract thousands of set-
tlers to our fertile prairies.” concluded
Mr. Cushing.
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Into the Abyss

The Maelstrom is the name of a ter-
rible abyss, dark as night, at the end
of a long avenue in the famous Mam-
moth Cave of Kentucky. For a long
time this pit remained unexplored. A
celebrated guide who had faced death
a hundred times was offered a hundred
pounds to make the descent. He re-
fused. !

One brave man attempted the de-
scent, but his courage gave out when
he was a hundred feet down, and he
was drawn up to safety.

At last a young man of iron nerves
and sinews determined to explore the
Maelstrom. The company provided
him with a long rope of great strength,
and with some heavy timbers, and a
party of friends lent their assistance.

First a rope weighted with a large
fragment of rock was let into the pit
and swung about to dislodge loose
pieces of stone. Then the explorer
tied the rope about his body, took a
light in his hand, and was let down by
six men «{dnto the abyss.

Masses of loosened earth and rock
whizzed past, but none struck him. A
cataract rushed out of an unseen open-
ing, and he was afraid the spray would
put out his candle, but his care pre-
vented it. For one hundred and ninety
feet he was lowered, and then he
touched bottom.

He found himself in a
eighteen feet in diameter, out of which
a small passage led into a fine cham-
ber covered with exquisite formations.
When he had seen all he wanted he
shouted to his friends, and made them
understand that he wished to stop
when part of the way up, to investi-
gate a cave he had noticed. Reaching
the opening, he swung himself in with
great exertion. Untying the rope; he
unfortunately let it slip, and it swung
out apparently beyond recovery. The
gituation was fearful; his friends could
do nothing, and for a long time his
efforts were in vain. At last, by mak-
ing a hook of his lantern and reaching
out at a perilous angle, he managed
to secure the rope.

When he was about ninety feet from
the top he heard a horrified exclam-
ation from his friends, and discovered
that the rope had taken fire from the
friction, at a spot hard to reach. Only
a ready can of water saved the daring
explorer from a fearful death. He
was drawn up, calm and self-possess-
ed; but the strain on his friends had
been terrible, and one, a professor
when the danger was over, Tfainted
away.

“Now, we must admit,” began Woodby
Wise, “that woman is naturally more
hopeful than man o “Yes,” inter-
rupted Marryat, “there’s my wife for in-
stance, every time that she’s bought fish
since we've been married she. has ask-
ed the dealeY if they were fresh, hoping,

circular pit/

5 Packages New Mixed Peel, for

p PACKA(;E$|‘
BARGAINS 9l

9 Packages Specially Cleaned Currants:../.. ....

7 Packages Specially Cleaned Sultanas e e

Crviss esse mess sensise
sese cevnBenE 0o
ces saneee seeesesB100 .

ssepe sessecn wePld

Solve the problem of Xmas needs by coming here.
mense stock of novelties for Xmas Trees and Table Decorations
will interest you. Prices will surely please.

Our im-

Phone 312

Now Dates, 2 IDB..osecne o ctvsiaanss soisds possba soasessaencsseeadl

W. O. WALLACE

CORNER YATES AND DOUGLAS STREETS

The Family Cash Grocery

Phone 312

-~

Sorby’s English Chisels,
Atkin’s Hand Saws,

Phone 59,

Carpenters’ Tools

We Carry a Full Line of High-Grade Tools, Including

Sorby’s Butt Chisels,

Union Planes, Etc., Etc.

The Hickman-Tye Hardware Co. Ltd.

Victoria B. C..

544-546 Yates St.

PLANS FOR FORMING
RUSSIAN COLONIES

Col. Ludkofsky Found Little
Material Available in Ja-
pan

Vancouver, Dec, 10.—Col. Ludofsky,
formerly in command of a Cossack
regiment, and who is the author of a
project to locate thousands of - his
less fortunate countrymen on farms
in Quebec, Manitoba, Alberta and
British Columbia, returned last night

on the Empress liner from a trip to
Japan. He was unsuccessful in sec-
.uring any colonists there. It had been
his intention to pay the passages of
scores of ex-Russian soldiers and
exiles who had found a refuge in the
Mikado’s kingdom after the late war
between Russia - and Japan. On
reaching Tokio his agents reported
that virtually all these people with
the exception of the political exiles
had been voluntarily removed to Sib-
eria, the transportation charges having
been paid by, the Russian authorities.
The Colonel, nothing daunted, will
now confine his efforts to

He left for the east today.

“My mission to Japan was a failure”
said he at the Hotel Vancouver today.
“Nearly all the Russians I could find
over there are engaged in trade and
did not care to leave the country. As
the e;iles had the reputation of being
an undesirable class of people who had
escapéd from the penal settlement on
Saghalien island, I thought they
would be unwelcome in Canada, and
hence made no overtures to them. If
rumor is true many of them had been
sentenced to penal servitude for life
for murder and other crimes.

“I ghall reach home in January, and
then arrange to bring out wseveral
hundred. colonists to my farms. in
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and British
Columbia. The receiving home for
those destined for this province will
be located in South Vancouver, on the
Frager river, east of Eburne. Its con-
struction will be started early next
spring. My aim is to pay their fares
locate them on farm ldnds and let
them re-pay me as 3oon as they get
on their feet. My colony near Joliette,
north of Montreal, is very flourishing.”

BY THE CUT OF HIS COAT.

Thus One May Know a Stranger’'s

Nationalty, Declares an Authority.

A man’s dress invariably proclaims
who and what he is; it is an index to
his character, his tastes, and his na-
tionality; and without making a too
abstruse study it is possible to indi-
cate those features which proclaim
the nationalty of the wearer.

Of course, there i3 an aristocracy. of
the nations who are difficult to dis-
tinguish except by some peculiarity of
face or figure. Their clothing is re-
fined and tasteful and leads one to be-
lieve that their garments are London
made, as they are free from those
glaring peculiarities which character-
ize the products of other countries.

The American’s garments are gener-
ally quite two sizes too large for him,
the collar of his coat is exceedingly
narrow, and the shoulders and back
excessively wide. His trousers, peg-
tops, finished with raised seams. Hia
favorite garments the lounge and
Chesterfield, and these are often fin-
ished in some extraordinary way,
which he fancies to be origjnal.

The Frenchman is dressy, his gar-
ments are close-fitting and decidedly
“waisty.” He favors the frock and the
morning coat, which he has finished
with a3 much ornamentation as pos-
sible. Silk facing, braided edges, and
fantastic flaps are all characteristics
of his dress, while he pays a good deal
of attention to his hat, tie and cuffs.

The German i3 in many instances a
modified American. He likes plenty of
room, especially about the chest, which
part of his anatomy he delights to
make much of; consequently, there is
often a seam up the front of his coat
from the waist. In cut his garments
are angular, and in style he favors the
morning coat and lounge. There is a
lack of personality about his attire,
and one can inwariably detect the re-
sult of his military training in the
uniformity of his garments.

The Spaniard is a modified form of
the Frenchman. His garments are
tasteful and neat. If the weather is
suit able he discards a vest, and his
jackets are close fitting and finished
with a low roll. Generally ‘'speaking,
there is less peculiarity to note about
a Spainiard’s dress than with many
others.

The Austrian and Hungarian parti-
cipate in the characteristics of the

I suppose, that some day he'll say, “No.”

German, but are more tasteful in the

securing ¢
Colonists in Old Russia and Circassia.’
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cut and finish, 'suggesting a skillful
blending of French and German no-
tions. On the other hand, the Italian
type is a Germanized French style, so
that you get more of the artistic finish
of the French in their clothing than
tyou find in the. Austrian or the Hn-
garian.

The Norwegian and Dane are sel«
dom distinguishable from the English-
man as far as their clothes are con-
cerned, except it be in a preciseness
that 1is apt to suggest stiffness in
place of that ease and grace which
mark the English garments.

The Colonial is invariably attired in
utilitarian garb, a tweed lounge suit
in a ‘modified English =style, cut for
comfort and made up for strength.
He has no desire for show, and cares
little for decorations, so that he is
rarely seen in_a frock or morning
coat.—Tailor and Cutter.

The Uses of Geography.

This is. from the philosophy . of Mrs,
Louisa Schmitt, . who berated a teacher
in the Nixon school for not promoting
her daughter because the latter was de-
ficient in geography:

“Teacher, you don’'t know it all, I
guess,” said the irate Mrs. Schmitt. “I
wish it that my daughter gets through
school so she gets a man.. Never mind
about the geography; just promote her
without it.”

“Why, my other daughter, she didn't
know geography, and she got a man. I
don’t know geography, and she got a
man. I don’t know all about geography
and you ain’t got a man at all. What
is this geography good for. See that
my daughter gets through school.”—
Chicago Inter-Ocean.

“No Maude, dear, watered stock
shouldn’t affect the price of milk.”"—4
Philadelphia Record. i
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