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The Story
of the Siege

(By J. Gordon Smith.)

The siege of Port Arthur virtually be-
gan with the defeat of- the Mussian
rvsces ut Nansnau hill, on May 26, al-
though it was not until August 1 that
the Japanese began to approach the en-
cemie with sap and parallel. 2hen,
while Oku and his victorious furces
turned northward, immediately! after
Nanshan, Nogi, wnose army was at sea
awaiting the event, landed the besieging
army at Dalny and vicinity. The defeat-
ed Russians fought weakly and fell
back into the strong defences of Port
Arthur. ‘The investment began . then
and lasted for seven months and five
days—220 days—though, doutbtless, mil-
itary men would hold that the siege pro:
per did not begin until Awugust,
consequently has lasted 154 days. This
period was Treplefe with deeds of in-
comparable bravery on either side, the
attackers surging intrepidly Anto fort af-
ter fort; the defenders, struggling
against fate, fighting desperately in the
vain hope of holding out until relief
came. For a time the Russians looked
to the hills expecting to see the army
of Kuropatkin coming to their relief
and they looked seaward to see a new
Russian fleet coming to assist the crip-
pled craft. Hope at length gave placg
to despair, and, sore-striken, famishes
and battle-worn, the veterans of a gal-
lant defence saw only defeat before
them—and then capitulated, without
shame. ; 5

They will now come from the pits
and shelters, from the burrows in the
earth and breathe freely in the wrecked
streets where monster shells = from
heavy calibre siege guns have broken
down walls aund daid houses in ruin;
where rotting bodies have been left un-
buried with their stench polluting the
air and breeding disease; where great
barracks are filled with suffering vie-
tims; they will view dismal sights. and,
hungry and emaciated,* will feed heart-
ily on the scant stores which remain,
now that there is no longer need to hus-
band them. They have done all that
Russia could ask.of them, and there is
no shame in their capitulation.

The surrender was not wholly unex-
pected. A few days ago the defenders
offered ‘to capitulate on condition that
they ‘were given passage to Russia.
These conditions Gen, Nogi refused to
accept, and, doubtless, the conditions
that will be mow imposed will be tanta-
mount to a complete surrender. The
Japanese are certainly in & ition to
demand a complete capitnlation. With
the capture of the Wantai forts, just re-
corded, following B 1 storm-
ing of the Rihlung, Keekwan and 203-
Metre hill' (High hill), the Japanese had
pushed a wedge into ‘the inmer de-
fences and there was mo hope for the
defenders. ‘True, they could have held
out, but further resistance would have
been without avail. The end was inevit-
able; to fight to the end would have
been to invite massacre.

In all there are 44 forts at Port Ar-
thur, the majority connected by co
ways and otherwise. The onter defences
consisted of isolated works, such as
the Takushan forts, the first important
works ied by the Japanese. They
were taken on August 8, after many
hills between Dalny and the forts had
been carried, the fighting being al
continuous. The Japanese had pla
that Port, Arthur would fall on July 29,

of shells.

repulsed with heavy casualties.

across the trench as: ;
the machine guns. They tried to cress
the flaming pits, but without success.
At © o'clock in the evening 'a furious
Tose Thsk T I Baulien Ve wren:
anese back to their parallels with great
loss of life. By 9 oge‘ﬁ;:& the ,Iapas:;e
again- captured the same portion of the
trench and made desperate but musuc-
cessful efforts to ‘cross thé pits.
This frightful eon until
2 o’clock ‘in the mo: 2, 'when Rus-
sians again delivered a counter attack
and recaptured the trench, which was
piled with corpses. The last attacks
and counter attacks w made over
the bodies of those slain in the first at-
tempt to rush North Keekwan fort, .
At 1 o’clock in the afternoon the as-
saulters swarmed up the ramparts anpd
walls from the moat. They were met by
an awful fire from within and from the
Chinese wall in the rear of the fort.
When the Russians saw  the intention
of the Japanese to rush the fort, they
moved a considerable force from the
Chinese wall into the gorge to the east
of the rear fort.
During the four or five furious as-
saults which were made on the fort,
some men of the garrison attempted to
evacnated it over the rear ramparts and
were fired on by the Russian force in
the gorge. As the result of the first
dssault the ramparts and walls were
black with bodies.
During the second assault the Japa-
nese gained a foothold in- the interior,
where the defencés were bomb-proof.
The assaulters attacked the bomb-proof
maze, and the fighting was hand-to-hand,
bayonets and grenades being used.
By 3 o’clock in the
nese ' had “managed ‘to ablis
selves in a trench line imside the ram-
parts, which ' they stiM 'hold. The first
section of the maze of bomb-proofs was
smashed and piled with the bodies of
the dead of both Russians and Japa-
nese.
An attempt to rush the interior of
the fort resulted in failure. Portions of
it were temporarily occupied. The de-
fenders were aunihilated, being unable
or unwilling to retire. They fought to
the last breach. :
Meanwhile a strong force of assault-
ers attempted to pierce the enceinte east
of the fort, but could make no progress.
The manner in which the Russians were
able to stremgthen their lines of defence
at the different points of attack, was
marvellous. {

Another attempt was made to pierce

ung fort, where, after four furious at-
tacks, a small body of J: nese man-
aged to get through the wall and fo es-
tablish themselyes on the lower slopes
of Wangtai hill. The Russians hurried
supports and machine guns to the upper
slopes of wangtai and H. hill fort, and
the small party of Japanese was practi-
cally anmjhilated. The most desperate
fighting occurred at point.
“The last effort of tire assaunlters was
made at midnight, assisted by the ar-
tillery, which covered the slopes of
Wangtai and H. hill with an avalanche
The Japamese established
themselves in a'trench line four metres
in front of the enceinte, and they mow
oecupy it. :
The attack on 203-Metre hill lasted for
gsix days. The enemy met attack after
attack with tremendous determination.
The trenches, forts and the crest of the
hill bristled with machine guns and
rapid-firers. Assault after mnl:swg-
the
forts were successively captured they

but few of the main defences had been|bombarded the west forts and attacked

taken by then. The army before Port
Arthur, which, it was: expected, Wo
have been released prior to the battle
Liaoyang, that it might assist at that
%\gxle, was then increased to 100,

men.

The capture of the ‘[akushan forts en-
abled the Japanese to ‘mount heavy siege
guns there. The guns were built on ce-
ment emplacements, and light 'rmlwayn
constructed to carry ammunition from
Dalny. The guns on Takushan weré
able to drop shells into Port Arthur, and
the town and ships suffered. The next
ountwork taken was Fort Kuropatkin,
in the north, carried in September. The
olf hill to the
south enabled the Japanese to begin the

truction of trenches lea direct-
ly toward the Erhlung and eekwan
forts of the inner defences, the latter
forts being recently taken.

The difficulties in the way of trench-
ing toward these forts of Krhlung and
Keekwan were great.  The ground there
is rocky. Trenches had to be blasted
out of the solid roek, and galleries for
mines had to be tunneled in regular
mining fashion with steam drills, even
as a British Columbia miner would drive
a tunnel into a vein of quartz. While
the sappers were engaged in this work,
Nogi turned his atcention to the Metra
hills on the west. There were five very
strong outworks, one of which was 208
Metre hill, so named because of its
height. Other works of that range were
Antzeshan, Etzeshan, Itsushan and the
Wantai forts. On November 29, after
a most desperate series of attacks, in-
volving awful slaughter—the Japanese
loss ‘being estimated at from 12, to
15,000—the works on 203-Metre hil)
were taken, and a few days later heavy
guns were mounted with which the gun-
ners destroyed the remaining vessels of]
the Russian navy at Rort Arthur. The
Jetails are still in the memory of the
reader.

Practically. all the outer defences to
the east and north were in possession
of the Japanese, and the Metre range iu
the west was held by the middle of De-
cember; but although between 60,000
and 70,000 men had been killed and
wounded during the siege, the besiegers
had not yet succeeded in making a sin-
gle breech in the inner ring of forts un-
til December 18. - The capture of the
Keekwan forts then, _followed subse-
quently by the occupation of the Rih-
long and Wantai forts, put a different
complexion on -affairs. The end had be-
gun. From the Keekwan forts, aftei
the Japanese mounted heavy guns. the
Erhlung fort# to the west and the whole
Yine .of forts to the east and south Ww.ulo
dominated by the Japanese guns. The
defence could accomplish little when tae
guns were trained on them from k-
Keekwan and Wantai forts. Stoessel
saw this, and he has sm:rmydered,
eanse further resistance is impossibie.
FEven withdrawal to the forfs on Laotie-
shan and Tiger's Tail and Golden 'hill
would have involved slaughter, carried
on under the Japanese guns, and would
have accomplished nothing.

When the full story of the siege be-
comes known the tale of many deeds of
gallantry will be told, both on the part
of besieger and besieged.
slanghter of the attackers was so. ggeat
during their intrepid charges on 203-
Metre hill that the snmow was ent with
streams of blood,- before, after inasty
flags had been cut away by the defend-
ers fire, the blood-red flag of anun'w::s
eventually placed on tke parapet of tl:e
forts, the attack on ‘the Keekwan foris
was perhaps the most gallant. It were
difficult te differentiate, for pil :he at-
tacks were gallant, but the aetails of
the attack on Keekwan, as told by a
correspondent, are worth relating at this
stage. After telling of the preparatory
assanlt, he says: “Now the walls were
black with the assaulters, ‘who, roach-
ing the crests, met the awful fire from
within, which swept down line after ]m‘e
a& they reached the top. As each assanit
was repulsed more men swarmed up,
and they were in turn mowed down. ;

n attempt was made to captyr: :pe
Rnssian line of trenches midway np :re
<lope of East Keekwan hill. The Japan-
ese pushed their paraliels to within 30
metres of the Russian trench line, and
an entire reciment charged ACross, th'3
men falling in hundreds before the aw
fn1 Russian fire. But still more men
came, charging over the bodies of their
fallen comrades, and by sheer weiglit of
numbere they renshed the ‘trenches,
which they captured at the point of the
bayonet.

The assaulters managed to hold eighty
metres of the treneh in front of the par-

be- | to erawl up, after being

Although the |

the enemy. The hilll was 1 out
of all resemblance to its former shape.
Under this awful bombardment the
Russian infantry retired from- the posi-
tion. Finailty the Japanese pi 'd their
sand-bag trenches on the northwest
slopes to the crest and established an
observation post, which enabled a direct
fire to be poured on the Russian war:
ships. The enemy. retired to their per-
manent fort lines, leaving the Fapanese
in session. 34 i .
0 recount me of  the vidual
deeds of gallantry, I can te‘l‘l’gg story
‘¢f a second Keutenant named Hama.
whose experiences were very thrilling
from an individual point of wiew, nlxas-
much as they involved :a long hand-to-
hand struggle on the hill slope of East
Kleekwanshan; also of a lieutenant
Hashimoto was among the few
survivors of a party of 306 that attempt-
‘ed to storm a fort carrying swords. One
device employed by the besiecers is said
to have been the pumping of kerosene
into a fort and then setting it on fire
by some method which we do not clearly
follow. * ) i
There was an incident common to all
assaults of d)eg'manent fortresses. It hap-
pened at Urhmgshan, A forlorn hope
raised ladders agaimst fhe scarp and at-
tempted to ascend among a hail of hand
grenades. . .ne men that fell were im-
mediately and eagerly replaced | by
others, all being anxions to win the
honor of planting the first foot on the
crest of the parapet. But mo ome suc-
It was a slege that will live in history
comparing with those that have gone.

Mail Achiccs
From Dawson

Increasing Majority Over De-
feated Liberal Candidate—
AH Torches Burned.

Liberals Arrested Charged With
Falsitying Voter’s Lists —
Surike Near Rampart-

*According to. mail adviees received
from Dawson to December 20th by the
steamer Amur, which vre_ac‘p.ed port yes-
terday, Thompson’s majority contimues
y re-
duced by the returns from Dominion, as
the results came in. Glacier, McQues-
teif, Stevens, Livingston and Clear
Creeks increase his lead to 627. :

Dawson went wild with enthusiasm
as the returns began coming in on De-
cember '16th, election day. With oue
exception, Dominion, every creek gave a
majority for Thompson. Z

After the returns, as far as it was
possible to get them, were in, a meet-
jng was held at the Anditorium, from
which hundreds were turned away, be-
ing unable to get iuto the packed build-
ing. After a few es had been
made, the vast crowd poured out inte
the street, where a procession was form-
od twelve abreast amd nearly twe
blocks long, and, drawing the victorious
candidate in a cutter, they marched all
over town.

The crowd was good-natured and or-
derly, The saloons were not opened un-
til midnight. There was a big fireworks
display and there is likely to be a scar-
city of brooms in town as thousands
were burned in the torchlight ‘proces-

sion. ;
Owing to the illness of Mr. Justice
Dugas, hearing of the case of Editor
W. I*, Thompson, of the Sun, charged
by Fred. T. Congdon ] s
postponed until January 8rd. The date
set for the trial was D‘ecem't,)er 20th.
Sixteen prominent ~‘Tab

cember 20th ou the charge of falsify-
ing the voters’ lists. The result of the
preliminary hearing is mot yet known.

A telegram from Fair! nl;s says
Steve Mattler, a well-known Dawson
miner, 'was lost in the Tanana while
hunting and perished from cold  and
hu

~Tlels. but the effort to rush the trench
line from east to west failed owing 10,
iy assable burning pits, which G1%ad the

to $5 to the pan.

Bedrock is only fou.
or five feet dee r

the Japa-{ 4
- ‘them-

the enceinte to the rear of East Pan-|

with  libel, was

Liberals | -
were arraigned in'the Police court De-

Wo";l has reat'hed‘ here of a big strike
near Rampart, the pay going from $3

“WHITE Paper was issued on
Saturday containing a most im-
portant and interesti state-
ment from the Harl of Selborne,

First Lord of the Admiralty, upon the

distribution and. mobilization: of the

British fleet. The First Lord says: ‘

\ea-“rh” Board of Admiralty have decid-

1 to make certain changes in the distri-
rbution ‘of the fleet and in the arrange-
ments for its mobilization, the pature
and reason of which I desire to explain.

A new and definite stage has been

reached in that evolution of the modern

steam navy w .has been going on
for the last thirty vears, and that stage
is marked not only by changes in the
material of the British navy itself, but
also by changes in the strategical posi-
tion all over.::!a,wor]d arising out qf-&
we-tem'.ﬁ Jemisphere the United _Igmeﬂ
are forming a navy the power and size
of which will be limited only by the
amount of money which the American
meople chose to spend om it. In the
Eastern Hemisphere the <maller but

X

Paper.

s

confronted in matters of meobilization.
1t will have been noticed’ that, whenever
.a portion ‘of the fleet has been specially
commissioned : for uvres, the only
difficulties 'wheh have occurred 1
‘these maneuvres have. been in connection
‘with the ships'so 1ly ‘commissioned.
The arrangements in connection with the
personmel have worked “smoothly

the. -
ery of ithe commissioned ships
has always been much in excess otthlz
of ‘the ships in commission. There has;
however, never been any mystery as to
the cause of this distinction.  During the
great expansion of the fleet. which has
m lace for the last
years the “of  Admiralty have
never ‘been able to retain at home a pro-.
-portion of the personnel of the navy suf-
ficient to keep the ships of the fleet re-
‘serve in such perfect. condition that
on mobilization for war. they could

quickly, and the ships have been commis- | time. The Atla

Stratﬂ,e_;glcal Needs of:tlié Emgif'e;--bisgrlb,utEOn and|:
' Mobilization---A Scheme of Far-Reaching
Importance---Important State

in the home dockyards, those of the At-
lantic fleet- at Gibraltar dockyard, and
those of the  Mediterranean fleet at
alta dockyard. The aim of the board

will be to insure that in the case of the

~ Channel fleet never more than two_bat-

tleships, and of ‘the Atlantic and Med-
jterranean fleets never more than one,

and, shall be in dockyard hands at the same
ntic fleet will be put}
! under the orders of the commander-in-

chief of the Mediterranean fleet twice
a year and under the orders of the com-
mander-in-¢hief of the Channel ﬂetit_ once

in my memorand?:m on the navy estvi-t
mates, - i :

‘groups.. ‘The Bastern will com-|

‘prise the cruisers of the China, Austra-
a- and Bast Indies stations. Th

gponsibility ‘will rest on the commander-

in-chief of the China - station

strategical distribution of those <rnisers

b

l (BAT TLESHIPS

SRMOURED CRUISERS,

| PROTCCTED CRUISERS |

B3

| the world will have to act

‘and the four cruiser adrons
A e ke tba e in &
». Wherever

} . “General Nogi ‘has taken Port Arthur

‘on
their own initiative; they will be respon-

with the requests of the at sea.
I?ty nobecase witl!“gvrumoei to the admir-
2 “It hgs been already stated that the
cadets, youths and boys under training
are being transferred to modern fighting

services where medern .crai
substituted for the older ones ati present
acting as schools for navigation or as

purpose; of ships
of comparatively small fighting value
have been or will be withdrawn' from
commission, but care has been taken to
leave enough ships on every station for
the adequate performance -of what
‘may call peace'duties of knperinl"po}ic:.

will be

v ol [ ta be.
~“Tp the reorganization, a sketch of
which I have given above, the board
have had but one object in view, and
that is that on a declaraton of war the.
fighting” eficiency of the fleet shall be
complete and instantaneous. That the

scheme.
efficiency of the fleet there can, I think,
be no doubt; it will also, I am happy to
say, result in a very considerable econ-
.omy on the nayy estimagl
“Dec. 6, 1904, “SELBORNE.”
— e

HORRORS OF THE LAST DAYS
(Continued from Page Two)

the brightest star in Port Arthur.” When
his death became known the emotion of
the soldiers was plainly noticeable,

i SRS st ey

with his artillery and his tunnels. His
rifie bullets were seldom found to be of
any use. We constantly endured @ bom-
-bardment fiercer than was ever before
seen. We, who came here today, do
not know 'the terms of surrender sug-
gested by General Stoessel to Nogi, nor
the answer to them, having left Port Ar-
thur even hefore
despatched. -

STOESSEL'S PROPOSAL

the messenger had been o

s, | Tragic Duth ofJ,B, GoMn 8

“Well Known Resident of

Succumbs to a Most Tenrible

Malady st the Jubllee
Hospital.

Was Bitten by & Wolf at White-
horse Some Months
Ago. °

. (From Tuesday’s,Daily.)

day morning of Mr. James B. Col-
vin, a resident of British Colum-
bia- for upwards of thirty years and for
mauy years proprietor of the Clyde ship-
yards in this eity. The grief of the late
Mr. Colvin’s family and many friends is
especially poignant, since his rdeue»tmﬁ:.

1| lite’s cares and sorrows was Dot im

common course of natare, but‘tragic and
terrible in the extreme, Mr. Colvin was
a yietim of that most horrible and little
 the bites of e
‘or S0 ago. :
‘After long experience as a successful
shipbuilder in Victoria, the late Mr. Col-
vin joined the migration to the
the excitement of 1897 and built the
of the river steamers plying upon
the u Yukon, the Ora, the Flora
and .tge Nora. /. ver{nyear since that
memorable period, -while claiming Vie-
toria as hs permanent home, :
gne Vt\? MghePnew lzeryt':kin the employ g
e White Pass on _company,. by
whose officers he was held in the Meﬂ
¢ and with whom he held an im-

last that Mr. Colvin was the victim of

the' grim adventure that thus long since”

is the occasion: of his fearful and
‘He'and his wife

e
h of

little dog. Mr.
investigate the cayse of its apparent
tress, and was immediately set upon by,
a lone wolf, which fastemed its ;
one of his X Mr. Colvin's~
ght first of all his wife, who bravely
attacked the- #nimal with a bit

: . several m
in the and the brute gt
n rescne, e
but' not before Mr. Colvin’s m&
both been badly mangled. ;

“The general impression is that Gen-
eral Stoessel has proposed that the army
shall go free and that he alone be made
a m:igoner. .

“Even this concession seemed to
wrench the sturdy man’s heart.

. “We still have some ammunition and
some guns on Lioati mountain, but that
mountain is not adapted for the -best
defence from the land side, and the

oo e o
modern navy of Japan has been put to
L [8sL L WAL, @lu 138 1ot been fovnd
wanting. The Russian pavy has been
greatly increased, and (with the excep-
tion of the fieet in the Black sea) has

of bei transferred from the Baitic
to the Pacific. The navies of Italy and
Austria-Hungary maintain their ‘position’

penditure as those of other powers. I
French navy stands. a always, in the
forefront. The new an navy has
conie into existence; it is a navy of the
_most efficient type, and is so ortunately
‘vircnmstanced that it is: able’ to concen-
trate almost the whole of its fleet at its
home perts, . !

“In the British navy all the older bat-
 tleships- have been replaced. by modern

b, ‘sueh increased ‘ex-
been the subject of —_

ones.

all the battlefleets in commission are
composed of modern battleships. The
fact in itself marks a distinet stage in
the eyolution of the material. of the
pavy; but still more significant and far-
reaching in its coneeqneuces is the faet
that -this: country is now rapidly becom-
ing possessed of a4 nnmber of modern
armoured cruisers. When the Devon-

course of next year there wil' ha in
commission or in . the reserve . four
Drakes, six Cressys. ten Monmouths,
six Devonshires, or in all twenty-six ar-
mored cruisers. These are not all per-
fect ships, and many subsequgnt . 1m-
provements can he made in ge tvpes
represented, but they are neverfheless a
ereat advance on anvthing which has
preceded them. and they brine in their

‘i wake a revolution in respect of the com-

position of our crnser squadrons.  The
fantnres in these ching fthat diffeventiotn
tham from anvthine that has nraceded
them .are their ¢reat’speed. which ena-
hee +ham at will to overtake anv vessel
o* inferio~ speed./or to escanre from any
vopeol of superior power, their armor,
whish eives  gernrity ta the men who
6+ht the enms and to the vitals of the
«kin, and their armoment. which jn same
ancne in qg poerfii]. as that of the older
hattlechine, With sneh shing .even the
heet so-ealled “protentad” penigews wronld
eneaca at a, eonsiderahle disadvantace.
and the slower or smaller “nrotected”
senicome and a1l nnprotensted  sruisers
womld he honelecsly antmatehed: +heir
onl- bane of eafatv wonld be in flicht.
and thav aomld not floa hacarsa they
heva pot the necessarv speed, - The revo-
etinn has eame enddenlv;
amn thare wae nat one sueh shin in som.
migainn: within 9 vear from this time
tha nmmher in commiceion or in the re-
semn =il he fwwentv-ajv,

“The principles on which the present
peace distribution of His Majesty’s
ships and thié arrangement of their sta-
tions are based, date from a period
wihen the eleetric telegraph did not exist,
and when wind was the motive power,
and it is a wonderful testimony to the
strategical amd political soundness of
these principles that they have stood
the test of time and met all the needs
of the service up teo the present. mo-
ment.. In the opinion of the Board of
Admiralty, however, the new conditions
described above have necessitated a re-
view and readjustment of this distribu-
tion of ships and arrancement of sta-
tions. In the study of this question the
board have endeavored to benefit by the
experience of the navies of Japan and of
Russia in the present war, and by the
same. light to review the principles on
which the different classes of modern
warships are constructed and the fea-
tures embodied in them. In order tem-

direstor of maval construction in the
clneidation of the problems involved, it
has heen decided to appoint a snecial
committee on Aesions,” which awill be
composed of naval officers and ‘srientific
and professional experts, and will begin
work early nevt vear. the Board of Ad-
miralty first lavine down as @  bhesis

reawisites nf the desired tvmes of war

of earh tyne to which the other features
ghe™ ha gnhesryiant,

" “They have alen af the sqma 4
endeavared to overrame certain diffienl-

aanfident that  there womld he
mishanrs to the machinery on
first  commissioning.  por  have
anortrmity 1o apcongint themeelves with
tha innumerable details whish o0 /0

feel

widnnlity of the ship.
“Voanw aftar veor tha haerd have en-

inv tatnarliament Japme s Aditione’ to the
(aAd%iAme . whish
Yone #maale owaniad), hit tho jpereaces in

VmAammannet

YA et gt ma

e in Anmmiseian hae mowa than

fT e 4ha tmananea iﬂ tha new.

voniel,  and

Fin -

;80 that it may now be said that{to-be

fanr  yonrs

porarily to assist the hoard and ‘the

what they econsider to be the fizhting

vosgele and of the governing featmres ) tha

tiea” with which they have  Jon~ been
tha
mraka nwn what mov he called the indi-

Anaro~ad +n vomadr thie evil hy mmgpas.
nerliament

ArA hawen namesn of

provision for the ships in the fleet re-
serve has not yet been made. 1t is not
to be sup that the importance of
this matvter has for one moment es-
caped the attention of the Board; the

been wholly trapsferred or is in course | mishaps referred to are almost always | comb

such as can be repaired in the course of

course of a few weeks; but it is mot pos-

in the Mediterranean, but they have mot| sible to' exaggerate the importance of

having the whole fleet ready for war

# ~blow-—of - 1 repdy, in
 short, an instrument whic!

part will command the confidence of ‘the:
admirals whe have to use it, and of as-
bsuring ‘the edmirals vis «their «tusr that
 they have put in their hands an instru-
ament whiclr will in no.single
them.  Hitherto, moreover,

not - previonsly T assoc

more could nx have been expected. The
boord have endeavored, and I believe
suceessfully, to deal 'with these questions
smultaneously. e ideals which the
Board of Adminrglty have always had
‘hefore them have been that the peace
distribution of the fleet shounld be also
its best strategical distribution for war,

shife class are completed during the|and that the mobilized shps should be

in as perfect a condition of fitness for
war as the commissioned ships. They
now hope while mantaining the first
ideal to realize the second, and at the
same ftime to withdrow as far as possi-
_hla from peace commission those vessels
which. hewever useful in peace, would
in war he found to be of inferior fichting
effiriennv, or even a sonrce of weakness
ard 9nxietv to the admiral. :
“The present Home fleet will change
its name. and henceforth be wvalled the
Channel fleet. Tt will' have its head-
quarters a4t home, and will consist of
twelve.-hattleships and a sufficient num-
ber of attendant cruisers. It will' be
commanded by a flag officer of the rank
of ‘admiral. or, if he has not yet arrived
at that suhstantive rank. of the acting
rank  of 1:: the second in com-
mand will be a vice-admiral, and the
third a rear-admiral. The present Chan-
wol fleet will he renamed the Atlantie
fnot, and will he permanently hased on
Gibraltar. Tt will consist of eight bat-
tlaships, and a sufficient number of at-
tendant _ervisers, he flaz officer in
rommand will henceforward be styled
tonmmandor-in-chief  of . the Atlantic
floet? and be will be a vice-ndmiral or
hold the rank of acting vice-admiral; the
earand in command will be a rear-ad-
mipal, Affiliated to the Channel and ‘'t-
lantie. fleets will he ecruiser- squadrons,
ons wnder the command of a rear-
admiral.. and consisting of six armored
nrnisers,
h eaffiliated to the Channel fleet and the
senond cruiser squadron to the Atlantie
fleat. These erniser sanadrons will, how-
ever. be detachahle from the fleets to
whinrh' thev are affilinted either for spe-
cial eruiser exercises or. . for = snecial
ornises.  Under this arrangement the
present separate South Atlantic squad-
ron will be no lonver required, and will
disanpear. The Mediterranen fleet wil
eomsist of eirht hattleships, with a_suffi-
cient allowanece ‘of cruisers. Tt will, of
egrirep, vampmin based pn Malta, and the
mmander-in-chief will be of the rank
of admiral or hold the acting rank of
admiral: the second in command will be
a viee-admiral. The large cruisers at-
tarhed to the Mediterranean station will
be known ae the Third Crniser squnad-
ron: they will ha commanded bv a rear-
admiral. »nd will be o~asionally detach-
~1 for the same S$necial reasons o« in
tha aqge of the ather eanadrons. All the
roneire of the Chanvel fleat will he done
in tiwma of war. 8o that ther ‘may at the
earliest. possible moment  deal itk all
shing of the enemv to ba foavnd ,51 thasa
waters The Cane of (Food Hope sonad-
ron will ha. n conmecting link between

v of the THastern

erraneay - ernisers.
~=omn ‘and . the

a few days, certainly always in the i

the: sense “of w ng ‘"‘!_,“J v ‘to'deal an|T
: W* &
in its every { miral

fail{ Ari
fiving |

{ing

The first cruiser sauadron will !

atthan the Wactorn evonn and the Medits )

patra, and the boys in the Iris, Me-
desn and Medusa haye all out
their training afloat “independently.-
ha?uble)zx ga -to transfer them a'lil ::
‘valuable modern fighting ships, an
ine them one aquu_imn df.:-r

Cleo;

periodical returns to Eg , but the cli-
i mate of the North American and West
ve the ad-

n command op| “of or-
ganizing their ‘training under better cli-
matc conditions than can be found any-
b whére - @lse.- The -particular- -service
| squadron. will, th counsist: of the
4 1gsh ; , Hawke,

ves-

; u, extending as it
the oolie to the equator, will ;

) ships c¢adets or youths or
‘boys still under training and to completg
the crews with the small additions re-
quired for war.

““At present a ship is commissioned for
‘three years, and this system prevails on
all stations except those which are un-
der the system known as home sea ser-
vice, In the present Home fleet, the
present Channel fleet, and the present
cruiser squadron the ships are not com-
missioned for any definite period, but be-
ing within the category of home sea ser-
vice are in a state of comtinuous com-
mission, 25 per cent .of their crews be-
withdrawn every six - months, and
fresh entries from the depots, generally
the youngest' and last entered seamen
taking ‘their place. Even with ships in
commission for three years the
among 'the officers and men have been
a constant and recognized evil, though
owing to the expamnsion of. the fleet,
which has rendered it necessary to make
constant calls on the ships afloat for rat-
ings to be promoted or to attend the
gunnery and torpedo schools, it has hith-
erto n an unavoidable one. It will,
however, be readily believed that these
chm_xges have added greatly to the diffi-
culties of the officers in keeping their
ships eflicient, ‘especially in matters of
gunnery. Greater still have been the
difficulties which have confronted the
officers of the present Home fleet, Chan-
nel fleet, and cruaiser squadron, where
the systematic changes of 25 per cent,
every six months have been additional
' fo the constant c¢hanges due to the geun-
eral causes mentioned above, and  the
excellent resulte nevertheless prodmced
deserve puhlic recognition. The board
have now decided to adopt & mew sys-
tem, and to reduce the period of all com-
missions to two years. This syst will
be gradually. avplied to all w 1s in
commission. including the new Channel
and Atlantic fleets and the eruiser squad-
rons.  When a shin has once been com-
missioned nnder this system, no officer
or man will be removed from -her for
anv avoidable ecanse. and the only drafts
which she will receive will be those re-
ouired to make good nnavoidable waste.:
At the same time the distinetion be-
tween foreign sea gerv!ce and home sea
| servire will be abolished, and the only

conditions of service which will be ree-
i oonzed are home service and sea ser-
| vice, i. e., service in the home ports or
ashore and service afloat.

I+ w4 following is the plan ad for
{ the reorganization of the Fleet Reserve.
The fighting ships. will be organized
quite - separately from the obaolete or

non-fighting ships. They will each have|

"a captiin, a in command, apd a
!'proportion” of other 'officers, -including
|enmneer, gunnery, navigating, and tor-
pedo officers. They will have a nucleus
crew of two-fifths of their war comple-
ment, but in that two-fifths will be in-
cluded all the niore expert ratings, espe-
| eially the torpedo ratings and the prineci-
i pal gun numbers, and each shp will peri-
odically proceed to sea for the purpose
i of gummery practice and of teot?ng her
Pachin’ery. They will be grvou

Wectapn emonn of - orhisers y s

of the cruisers unde the command of
~ommander-in-chiaf  of the North
Amerisan and West Tndian station and
tha mebilized ernisers with.  which he

ma{ il he meinforered in time of war. At
nrocomt théa ernicere nnder the Aommand

o® hn enmmondnrrin-chiof of the North

eict af hig fla~shin. o firetaslags reotect-
AA _cpnicor  and sovtain sérond and thind.
~lase evnisers, The hoard have de-ided
to withdraw from the stetion the less
~fFontira of those shing, and to add to it
the shins of the new particular service
ennadman, whinh ther haws decideds to
nsonetitute. sni of which the commander-
in~hief- ¢ thie station wijll be given the'
command. .

“T'n tn #he present fime the oadets
frnm tha Brittonira in the <ccond-class
awnicer Taia and. in the old armored
srniser Anrora. the vouths in the North-

consequent!y  an adeqnate ampton and the tenders the Calliope and

stern -gronp. . The

Amépiram and YWest Tndian statan econ.;

: peel ly at the three home ports
 pecording as their destination may be
determined for reinforcement in time of
war. ~Bach group so formed will bhe
commanded by a flag officer, who will
himself take the reinforcements in time
of avar to the fleet which theysare to re-
inforce, and he, and he alone, will be:
held responsible that every possible step
has heen takeén to reduce breakdowns of|
machinery to a minimum. and that the
fighting efficiency of his shap}. when ma-
bilized, is without a flaw. In addition,
there will be a sufficient. margin of rat-
ings kent st home to enable the board
to eommission a&n emergency squadron
without dislocating the schools or nu-
nlpne epewe or having to recourse to a
general mobilization. ; 5
"“"Phe maneuvres bhoth in 1905 and

this scheme of reorganization. Im 1895
movements of the fleet in commission
and of a few mobilized ships will take

would find its capture easier

ed. Tiger's Tail peninsula has to
‘gimilarly viewed, and Golden hill has
peen without ammunition for. three
months, *

munition held out, the fortress would

we held Port Arthur by bayonets alone,
until flesh and blood could do no more.
‘When men fell there were no others to
| replace them, Thus the son was
gradually worn down. Metre

a cost us 5,000 men. The cap!

:'fdt.hat hill was the beginning of the

. “The Ja artillery was excellent-
Iy et ey ‘Bad 400 Fhne besring
‘on 203-Metre hill. They advanced their
trenches while the artillery was shelling
the Russians out With a shower of metal,

“In persomal combat the  Japanese
were greatly infervior to the Muscovites.
One ﬁnssian could take care of three
Japanese in a bayonet fight, and some
of our soldiers have s va
higher than this, The Japanese are
| good, brave soldiers, although I have lit-
tle- liking for them.

“It cost the Japanese 80,000 men to
take the fortress, while some say they
have lost over a hundred thousand. The
number of our own dead is not known
even to the high -officials.

“The fighting has been wmerciless.
When Rihlung mountain ‘was taken, 500
men were not.able to emerge, so fast
came the Japanese. The Russians tried
to emerge by the use of their bayonets
in the face of the guns—by bayonets
alone. The Japanese did not give them
a chance to become prisoners, but the
men would have pre_ntarred death any-
WAaY.

‘One peculiar incident of the siege
_véhs fort No. 3, where for three months
the Japanese occupied one part of the
fort while the Russians occupied the
other. They fought ceaselessly, assault-
ing each other and mining and counter-
mining.

"ane when a Japanese prince was
killed, the Japamese sent a mote that
they might secure the body from heaps
of others which had long remained. The
Russ=ns received the envoys courteous-
Iy and in an easy manner gave them
their last bottle of beer, with the idea
of ‘creating an impression of plenty. As
a matter of fact, the only real rations
for three months had comsisted of rice,
which ultimately caused hundreds to
fall sick of seorbut, a disease muach like
beriberi. Last month the rations de-
creased. " Nothing was too great a sac-
rifice in order to impress the enemy that
all was well inside the fortress.

“This is the first potato I have tasted
f(t)r ?f? months—and is this really, truly
steak! g

ROJESTVENSKY AT TAMATIVE

Tamative, Island of Madagascar, Jan.
2—Vice-Admiral Rojestvensky’s divis-
ion of thé: Russian Second Pacific squad-
ron, consisting of five battleships, three
cruisers, the transports Schamtka and
Anadyr, and the Lospital ship Orel, an-
chored in the roadstead of Sainte Mario
today. The despatch' boat Libau after-
wards visited Tamative to file despateh-
es. She will rejoin the division this even-
ing. The Libau feports that the Russian
warships are in excellent condition, de-
spite the severe storms they have en-
countered.

INTERNATIONAL PEACE.

Paris,. Jan. 1.—Count Tornielli. the
Ttalian ambassador and dean of the
diplomatic corps. in presenting to Prasi-
‘dent Toubhet the New Year's greetines
of the corps. expressed admiration for
France's eveat pret in the work of pro-.
moting international veace. referring
especially to the couclnsion of arbitra-
tion treaties and the settlement of ont-
standing internationn] differences. Pres-
ident Loubet replied in an appropriate

the growth of the arbitration idea the
meeting of the internations! commission
for the settlement of the North seg~nf-
fair. to which bodv Franee is at this
time offering her hospitality.

& — e
DE%&’RTURE POSTPONED.

Port Said, Jen. i.—The departnre of
Ren= Admirel Rotroyskv’s third division
of the second Pacific squadron has been
postponed. :

3 o 2 2

1906 will be diverted to the testine of &

 Jap
than the other tasks they have attem%}; i

have been held indefinitely. For months;

and then oecupied the Russian positions.| tainty of his awful fate, &

sneech. emphasizing ae an évidence of |’

The injured man was for several.
weeks under the eare of the resident
medical practitioner at 1
whence he returned to Victoria in early :
November. He was here a by
Dr. Frank W. Hall, under whose i
his wounds healed even more aly
than could at the outset have
hoped he was able

“It is a simple story. Had the am- va

and s toms of true hydrophobia preb'- :
senteﬂmtgemaelve'. The patient’s first.
complaint was of severe in the:
e e e
n Frida, e case had so it-
self Mythe'niedieal man ordered his:
T e e
an thr ays later, er & se—
s of éb’tfi‘l:le;ed spasms, death merci—
¢ ‘terminated¢ his tortures. Mr, Col=
vin's last hours were the more pitia
since he comprehended cl he eer--

possession of ‘his mental faculties antiF '
2 few short hours before his dissolution.
“Dhere is mot the slightest doubt as:
to the cause of death,” said Dr. Hall im
sYemking of the case yqsteuiay evening.
“It was true hydrophobia—the first case-
of the kind that I have ever encout :
\in my practice, and I understand. the
first case of the kind that has developed
in this province, W Oregon..
There is mno successful
seribed and doctors are helpless to comr-
bat the malady once it shows itself. All
that can be done, if preventive action be
taken in time, is for the person bittem
and liable to develop hydrophobia, to
visit a Pasteur institute and take the
treament of that expert. ‘This now ne-
cessitates a trip to Paris, for although
there was an American branch institute
located for a time in New York, I under-
stand that it is no longer in existence.””

The sufferings of the hydrophobia vie-
tim aceonding to the doctors and murses:
were of the most horrible d
fmaginable.. He had all the hallucina-
tions associated with the dread disease,
the very sight of {water or of a cup or
glass being sufficiént’ to tate .the
most violient apusglm. The i nc: ogt any-
one passing, or the appear: : one
of his ~attendants, would send him
crouching into the corner of a room so
long as _he was sufficiently strong to
move. Hrvery element of horror cited as
incidental to a developed case of rabies
was markedly in evidence.

Naturally Dr. Hall consulted w. Dr.
Hart, his associate in practice,. withy
other leading members of the profession,
but their talents enabled them to do
nothing to rescue the doomed mam from
-his inexorable fate.

The wolf by which the poor fellow
was attacked was one which had been
brought to Whitehorse-from Cassiar by
one of the police, was owned by the
government, and was allegedly being
kept and partially tamed in order that
experiments might be made as to the re-
sult of crosses for dog-team work.
the night of Mr. Colvin’s fatal adventure:
it had broken from its chain. | idera-
ble indignation had previously been ex-
pressed at the action of the police im
keeping the animal in .so. populous a
place. and quite recently—since his re-
turm to Viectoria—MPr, Colvin has talked!
of jmstituting a claim for damages.

The dereased Mr. Colvin was 51 years:
of nge, and was a mative of the Shet-
land Tsles. He has made his home im
Vi~ta=iq for ugzapds of thirty years;:
and his last professional emplovment
here was gefting out the frames for the:
weoll "nown steamer Venture. The late
Mr (olvin leaves a widow. the daughter-
nf Ppline Rargeant Hawton of 1831 Pan-
Aara nvennae, faom whore residens~ the
franergl will take place tomorrow (Tnes-
da~l =+ 9 glalonk  services being after-
Pean1 Bald at S+, John's church.

-apne, Walter and James. vespeatively 12
and 14 yvears of age, are also bereft of a
father’s care and gunidance.

y
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ABOUT APPENDICITIS.

Famous’ Physician Tells How to Avoidi
: the Malady.

Loadon, Jan. 1.—“How to Prevent
Appendicitis’” is the subject of anarti-
cle by Dr. Joseph Hing in the Janu-
ary. number of the Ninteenth Ga-tu.r{,
He gives what he counsiders three: simple
rules, by carefully observing whicH no -
one.need fear this modern spourge: The
rules are : 5 ¥
oI 't meglect  chills whem
heated by exercise. - 4
‘Second—Masticate well and eat slow-
; that' is not

1€ _.?t“&- %
'

‘Lever's Y-#(WiseLread) Disinfectant Soap
Powder is & bomn to any home. It disi>-
S 3204 cleans it *he sat.e time. -

-

jan waters and liver: pills. <Let nature: .
do her own work undisturbed by purga-
tives of any sort for their almost ces
tain sequel is appendicitis. ey

portant andreopmlihle’podﬁon-. A
It was some time late in Septembet .,



