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IyA.ll good homes 
f!risen in their nantr

pathy with the Commiseionets in dis­
missing the late Superintendent and 
Principal "on short notice" was In­
dignantly denied by all the teachers. 
To show that they were sincere in 
their attachment to their former sup­
erior they assisted in a body at the 
"Farewell Reception” tendered Ern­
est Smith, organized by the High 
School pupils, and presented him 
with gifts. But the climax was reach­
ed when at the closing exercises of 
the Bannantyne School, a riot was 
narrowly averted. The proceedings 
would have done Justice to some of 
your stormy political _ meetings held 
in the recent election campaign. 
Things are in bad shape in the Verdun 
district, and the School Commission­
ers are up against a stone wall to the 
shape of Indignant and determined 
parents and tax payers to have their 
rights, and "a square desl” for those 
who educate their chUdren. The 
Montreal Daily Star, speaking of the 
trouble, gives the following report:

Proud parents who gathered in the 
Bannantyne School, Verdun, last 
night to watch their kiddies execute 
the dances, speeches and drills which 
are traditional in school closing ex­
ercises, found that the entertainment 
featuring the chUdren was complete­
ly obliterated by the show ptrt on by 
the adults who occupied the platform 
when members of the present school 
board attempted to explain their mo­
tives, amid more hoots, jeers and his- 
see than ever greeted a tent-show vil­
lain, in dismissing Principal Ernest 
Smith and four other members of the 
staff.

Indications were for a time that it 
might be well to send the children 
home and call in an added supply of 
representatives of the law in order 
that the meeting might proceed. The 
half dozen police on duty succeeded 
in averting a riot by standing in front 
of the platform and acting; as a sort 
of bdlwark while the present school 
board and the ex-school board ex-
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Black Michael, who hated 
Rudolf and loved Flavin 
with equal lnteaslty.

Played by
ROBERT BDBSON.

Princess Flavia, whom 
Rudolf -loved and came 
dangerously near marry­
ing.

Played by 
ALICE TERRY.

of Hentaau, whose adventurer, who so loved 
life that he risked It dally.

Played by
LEWIS STONE.
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in the hall, enlivening the pi 
with enthusiastic boos and ci 
“we want Mr. Smith!”

"The first public insult 1 e\ 
celved was when the present 
neglected to invite me to attei 
closing exercises." said Aid 
Cohn. “The statements made * 
ing the ex-members of the boar 

For yearsYou’re been added inenits. 
been at the head of the finanq|^^^^H 
fairs of Verdun, handling and watfKf- 
Ing over millions and I have seen the 
city through m' ,ny tight situations 
when there were millions of debt. -Vpyi 
would I, then, desert the school begird 
over a few thousands of dollars?"

Ex-Alderman Evely was even lees 
pleased by the statement of the beard 
and demanded a retraction. A. tktt- 
mlnute period of booing and clapptiag, 
brought the police into action and 
managed to bring the excitei^^^H 
ence to enough quietude so that Rev: 
Mr. Williams might be heard. He 
stated that he was sorry to see that 
the members of the last board Sid4 
misconstrued the statements of the 
present Board, and that he personally 
apologized to the ex-trustee, shafcfcig 
hands with both of those present Àjgjlk 
sitting down to further discuss 
matter with them. The minister’s: at- j 
tempt at peace-making, howeverjwjd 
nor appeal to Mr. Garrity, who arose, 
and, after attempting to be heard for 
ten minutes, managed to tell the'TSb»- 
ple in the front rows that Mr. Wil­
liams’ apology was not represen^pèp 
of the entire board, and that he iWgà 
for the statements made in the riflHy 
The meeting finally became ércgK 
managable tliat Mr. Garrity tnddgCbt" 
best to adjourn and the crowd quickly 
dispersed.

When interviewed this morning, 
Ernest Smith, the ex-principal denied 
the allegations made against him by 
the trustees at the hectic meet, l|iet 
night. ,

“I have never made any threat of 
-violence against any member of" the 
board,” he said. “After having been 
insulted by Mr. Garrity at a meeting 
of the board In January I jokingly re­
marked to Mr. Barnewall, another 
toember of the board, that It was a 
good thing we were not in a western 
town and that there were no guns on 
the tables as someone might have got | 
shot. As to lampooing and cayîlia- ' 
turlng the members of the boagetY! 1 
have no recollection of having dÿer I 
referred to them as incompetetiHg j | 
body of men I ever met. As to the k| 
charge of elosing the board rôçra-! i 
against the regular meeting I was not j
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The teaching profession in 1 
has little or no attraction 1 
or female teachers, if we are 
by the large number leavi 
ranks. The Protestant Schoe 
at is last meeting, received4 
signalions. Of these. 80 vi 
gular teachers, and 33 were 
ary assistants without provii 
Plomas. No doubt, the poor 
paid compel them to seel 
lucrative positions.
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