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The Snake
Scotched

AND

Justice Done.

CHAPTER XXVIII.
“Would—would you be glad to hear
that he was living?’ he asked in a

low voice.

Ralph started, then his lips twitch-
ed.

“He deserted my mother.”

“No, no!” cried the earl “He
thought her dead—" !

Ralph turned on him swiftly.

“You know him?” he said, huskily.

The earl bowed his head.

“Yes: listen, and—and don’t judge
him harshly. He met vour mother
when she was a beautiful innocent
girl—ah, be silent and wait!” for
Ralph had moved and his hands had
clenched. “He was above her in rank,
and—and an open marriage was, for
many reasons, impossible. They were
married clandestinely.”

Ralph drew a long breath.

“Thank God!” he murmured. ‘“But
—why did he desert her?”

“He did not—and yet their separa-
tion sprang from his fault. He was
a proud man, and a weak if not a

wicked one. He—he wearied of her
Yes, I will tell you all—reserve noth-
ing; it is your due! He allowed her
to see that he thought the marriage a

mistake—a mesaillance.”
“I understand!” said Ralph, bitter-

ly. “Ah, yes; it is easy for me, whc
knew her. to understand. You speak
of his pride; but my mother was
proud, too, my lord. I can understand
how little she could endure to remain

beside the man who was ashamed of

her!

4 {
by the stupendous fact that they were/
father and son, and they both forgot

in the joy of the discovery that they |

were in a cell in which one of them
was a prisoner charged with wilful
murder,

sAs the old man's eyes wandered
over the handsome face and strong,
graceful figure his heart swelled with
pride; and, if the truth must be told,
Ralph .on his part was proud that
his newly found father was a noble-
man, and that he himself was highly
born. As was natural his thoughts
flew to Veronica; and, as if in sym-
pathy, the earl also thought of her.

“I have just parted from Veronica,
Ralph,” he said, pronouncing the word
with lingering tenderness which was
eloquent of the emotion which was
warming his heart which had been so

| long cold and lifeless. “She was wis-

er than I, as I told her. How fortunate
that you and she should have met,
and grown to care for each other! If
1 had had my choice I could not have
chosen a wife for you whom I should
have been more glad to receive. And
it is true love, love of the best kind.
What a romance!” he smiled; but the
cynicism had gone out of his smile
and it lit up the white, wan face pleas-
antly. “I hope—there will be no need
to delay the wedding. I want to see
vou happy, to have your children at
my knee—I have been alone so long!
There are long arrears to make up—
Yes! The marriage must take place
at o?ce.

The words, the sanguine, assured
tone startled Ralph from his dream
and involuntarily he looked round
the gloomy cell. The earl’s eyes fol
lowed his, and he too started.

“Ralph!” he exclaimed in a low
voice. “I—God forgive me!—I had
forgotten! I—I thought we were sit-
ting in the library at the Court! Yot
—you are a prisoner—this terrible
charge! But it is absurd—" He forc-
ed a smile, but it was an uncertain

The earl stifled a groan.

“You put it crudely, you are—un-!
merciful!” he said; “but you do noli
know how bitterly he repented when |
she had gone, how bitter and unceas-
ing was his remorse when he heard
of her death. He was seeking her
when the news reached him.”

“Then—then—he would have gone
to her!” cried Ralph.

“God knows how gladly he would
have gone to her!” murmured the earl,
brokenly.
was his remorse; it has embittered his
whole life until this day.”

“My father? You knew him, know
him! Who is he, where is he?”’ de-
manded Ralph, -with deep agitation
and he sprang up.

The earl raised his eyes and held
out his trembling arms.

“God knows how intense

“He is here; I am your father. My
son, my son!” :
—— ——
CHAPTER - XXIX.

The earl's trembling hands rested
on Ralph's head as he instinctively
and unconsciously knelt to receive
his father's blessing, for it was 2
blessing, though no words passed be-

troubled one. *“Of course your inno-
cence will be established. It must be
At the next examination they shal
discharge you; I—I will see they dc
so! Murder!” he laughed. scornfull)
“as if you could commit a cold-bloog-
ed, vulgar murder!”

Ralph remained silent. His father's
belief in him touched him to the heart
but he knew that his innocence might
not be so easily proved, that, on the
contrary, he was in immient peril. His
silence drove the smile from the earl’s
face and a covert anxiety began tc
show itself.

“Can you not throw any.light on this
mysterious affair, Ralph?”’ he asked.
“I—I want you home at the Court—
home!—there is so much to tell you
80 much for you to do. I am old, very
old, and feeble; you must take mjy
place. The tenants must come up to
the Court to meet you; there shall be
yublic-rejoicing, a dinner—I want to
talk it over with you, to arrange. And
Veronica—Ralph!” his voice rose and
juavered with a pitiful impatience
and resentment against Fate. “I have
found you, and yet I cannot have you.

tween them. For a time they sat side
by side, the old man's hand on thef
young man’s knee, in a pregnant sil-
ence. They were both overwhelmed

You are imprisoned here, and I—God
help me!—am helpless! Can you
throw no light whatever on this trag-
edy, do nothing to clear up this hid-
eous mystery?”
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Ralph shook his head.
“No, sir, I'm afraid not,” he said in

a low voice, and pressing the old
man's hand. “We can only be pa-
tient and trust to those who are help-
ing us. They will do all that can be
done.

“Why do they not discover the guilty
person?’ demanded the earl, testily.
“Surely in those days, with all the

modern aids to detection, they should
be able to prove your innocence and—
liberate you. Do you suspect no one,
Ralph?”

Ralph shok his head again.

“No,” he said. It is a mystery to

me. I have spent hours in thought—
1 have had plenty of time here—turn-
ing the thing this way and that, but
I cannot find any solution; nor can
Mr. Selby, who has made every pos-
sible enquiry. The man was a strang-
er in the place; Groser, of the Dog and
Owl, you know, sir, where the man
lodged, knows nothing about him.
Burchett—ah, well, you know that
Burchett would leave no stone un-
turned—he can discover nothing. Mr.
Whetstone—father—"

He spoke the sacred word in a low
voice, and the earl started, and laid
his hand upon Ralph’s and looked at
him with a deep tenderness.

“Yes, Ralph?”

“You will tell Burchett—and him—
what you have told me? You will ex~
plain—"

“I will tell them everything. Ralph,
said the earl, gravely. “All the world
shall know that ‘I would have sought
your mother—my poor, loving, noblé
Janet!—and brought her to the Court,
if 1 had not belleved she was dead.”

Ralph pressed the thin hand grate-
fully.

“Whetstone also has been trying to
solve the mystery, but he has failed
like the rest— Has Fanny Mason
been found?” he broke off.

“I do not know,” said the earl. “But
she shall be—nothing shall be neg-
lected. Oh, Ralph, this is part of my
punishment! That you should be
here, here”—he looked round the cell
and shuddered—"instead of at home!”
The governor came to the door.
“Miss Gresham, my lord!"” he said.
Veronica entered. She had Ada by
the hand, and the child tore herself
free and, disregarding the earl, sprang
to Ralph.

“Oh, Big Man, I am so glad!"” she
cried. “They wouldn't let me come to
you—they said you'd gone away, and
I cwied and cwied, until ’Renica
bwought me!”

Ralph took her on his knee and
kissed her and stroked her head.
“But how pale 'oo look!” said Ada,
scanning his face with grave intent-
ness. “And what a 'orrid room ‘oo
live in! What are ‘oo stayin’ 'ere for?
Why don’t 'o0 come to the ‘otel where

papa and 'Ronica and me lives3g It's
ever so much prettier an' nicer than

this!”

“I'll come presently, Ada,” he said.
“I'm obliged to stay here for a time,
on—business.”

“It must be a werry unpleasant bus-
iness,” she said, shrewdly; then she
glanced at the earl.

“’Oo is that old gentleman?”

“He is my father,” said Ralph. “Will
you go and say ‘How do you do’ to
him, Ada?”

She got off his knee and advanced
to the earl, who had been watching
the two with interest.

“’Ow do 'oo do?” she said, holding
out her hand. “I'm werry glad to see
’00, if 00 are Big Man’s father.”

The ear]l signed to Veronica to lift

feeble to lift her himself. :
“I' s’pose you know who T am? she

said, looking up into the parchment-

S oo 8 Te . |like face with a fearlessness which

Py

~if1 | charmed the earl. “Tggthe ickle girl
-} Big Man saved from the fire.” ’

“} all stuffercating and losin’ my seven

the child on his knee—he was -ioo}
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“I was asleep im my cot, like I am S
allus at night, you know, and it came |

full of lmokg, and I was afwaid I was |-
going to be burnted, and that’s a
drefthl death, you know; and I was

senses; and 1 saw Big Man rush into
the room, and he talled out to me,
“Ada, here I am, don’t be afraid!” and

on drefful hot, and the room was all | ¥ L’ad ies) c b Arg' s’ :
Misses’ COATS,
Children’s COATS,

- ——
) G e 3 P n A

dreckly 1 'eard his voice I wasn't no AT

longer afwaid; an’ he took me in his
arms, ‘an’ then my seven Senses went
quite away, and when they came back
I was in bed. Big Man had saved me

HENRY BLAIR’S.

from bein’ burnted alive! But he got
very burnted hisself, you know, and
he was werry ﬂl,_‘ oh, werry ill for
twite a long while! He's better now,
and more like he was when he oosed
to take me ont for walks and nurse
mie asleep in the even-ings. But what
does he shut hisself up in this 'orrid
place for?”

The artless prattle of the child went
straight to the old man’'s heart and

brought the tears to his eyes.

“Take her away, sir,” said Ralph,
rather huskily. “This is no place for
—for a child, for anyone,” he added,
glancing at Veronica.

“Would you like to come for a ride
in a carriage with me, Ada?" said
the earl, wiping his eyes covertly.
“Perhaps we shall see some shops
where there are some dolls—"

“Just as we oosed to do when I
went out with Big Man!” said Ada, Come ’1rd see tl
Soratiie: an 1€m,

She ran to Ralph and flinging her
arms round his neck, whispered:

“Shall I go, Big Man? He seems a

NOW SHOWING,

Our first portion of Ladies’, Misses and
Children’s

The Styles are Right,
The Values are Right,
The Prices are Right.

for good value in Coats.

COATS !

our name stands

werry nice old gentleman. But of
course he must be nice if he's your
father!”

(To be continued.)
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A, A, MARKS,

701 Broadway, N.Y.

Celebrated makers of Artidcial
Legs and Feet, Arms and Hands.
Any person having lost a limb or
part of limb, just write a Post Card
to our Agent in St. John’s and re-
ceive from him a free booklet or
treastise of 414 pages on Artificial
Limbe, prices of same, how to use
them and their uses to the maimed
and injured.

Measuremenfs and diagrams
taken and limbe supplied by our
representative in Newfoundland.

Peter 0'Mara; The Druggist,

46 & 48 Water St , West,
Nt. John’s, Nfid.

has arrived.
ORNAMENTS, FLOWERS, WINGS,
s~ Mail Orders receive prompt att

LADIES. LADIES!

OUR NEW STOCK OF

FALL MANTLES AND HATS

All newest and most up-

to-date styles.  Also, New HAT
etc.

ention.

P. 0. Box 357. Telephone 334.

Outport patrons attended to on
arrival of train or steamer.
ap25,eod,tf

EUROPEAN AGENCY.

WHOLESALE Indents promptly ex-

You Did Not

establish your home

ecuted at lowest cash rates for
all kinds of British and Contin-
ential goods, including:
Books and Stationary,
Boots, Shoes and Leather,
Chemicals and Druggists’ Sundries,
China, Earthenware and Glassware,
Cycles, Motors and Accessories,
Drapery, Millinery and Piece Goods
Fancy Goods and Perfumery,
Hardware, Machinery and Metals,
Jewellery, Plate and Watches,
Photographic and Optical Goods,
Provisions and Gilmen's Stores,
etc., atc.,
Commission 2% per ct. to 6 per ct.
Trade Discounts allowed.
Special Quotations on Demand.

usual low rates.

PERC

Office Cerucr Duckworth
and Prescott Streets.

WILLIAM FREW.

much outlay and may
yet how easy and complete is the destruction of
the best of homes whe
Prudent people protect their property by the
liberal policies offered by my companies at their

and its comforts without
be some self-denial. And

n once fire gets the mastery.

IE JOHNSON,

Imsurance Agent.

Sample Cases from £10 upwards.
Consignments of Produce Sold on Ac-

Cable Address “ANNUAIRE LONDON"
25 AbChurch Lamne. London E. C.

LONDON DIRECTORY | rockess

CHAIRS
(Published Annually) ARM CHAIRS

NABLES  traders throughout the
E World to communicate direct with gfgfgg’“‘s

MARUFACTURERS a DEALERS DLSKS
in each cless of Besides being s

complete commercial guide to London
.112 its suburbs, the Directory contain:
EXPORT MERCHAN
with&hogooﬁﬂwy andth Colonia
and Foreign Markets supp:y ,
T
to which the)
and indicating the approximate
. PROVINCIAL TRADE NOTICES
Manufacturers,

| COUCHES

{ SIDEBOARDS
| HALL STANDS
| WARDROBES
| LOUNGES

| BOOK CASES

The Polish with the Magic Finish.
have a bottle in the home.

CALLAHAN, GLASS & Co.,

Our Waleh
_ Repairing is
Second to None.

~ Leave your Watca with us
and wewill‘give ita good
overhauling. D. A. McRAE.

e [ The BICG Furniture Store

FURNITURE BARCAINS !

For the next few weeks you can expect something new and up-to-date i

VERIBRITE 22c. FURNITURE POLISH.

SEE OUR WINDOW.

| BRASS BEDSTEADS
CHINA CABINETS

| FARLOR SUITES

| EASY CHAIRS
DRESSING TABLES
RECEPTION CHAIRS.

At this price everybody should

Duckworth and Gower Sis.
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Fashion Plates.

The Home Dressmaker should keep
a Catalogue Scrap Book of our Pat-
tern Cuts. These will be found very
useful to refer to from time to time.

7.—AN UP TO DATE AND PLEAS.
ING DRESS MODEL.

Dress with Poplum Blouse for Misses
and Small Women. (In Raised
Waistline).

White linen with bands of “ma

reme” was used for this neat desig

It is effective in cotton corduroy, li

en, gingham. chambrey, percale, and
other seasonable fabrics. The poplun
may be omitted. The skirt is made
with habit back, and is most stylish
though simple. The Pattern is cur
in 5 sizes: 14, 16, 17 and 18 years. It
requires 4 35 vards of 44 inch mater-
ial for a 16 year size. A pattern of
this illustration mailed to any address
on receipt of 10c. in silver or stamps.

Buitable materials for any of these
patterns can be procured from AYR®
& SONS, Ltd. Samples om request.
Mention pattern number. Mail orders
promptly attended to.

9353. — A PRETTY SUMMER OR
PARTY I-‘HU(‘(I\' FOR MOTHERS’,

Girls’ Dress (in High or Low Neck
and Long or Short Sleeve.
Embroidered batiste was used
this model. White linen embroidere
in blue or pink or in self color
be equally effective. The de
also adapted to all wash fab
cashmere, henrietta, silk, voile
albatross. The Pattern of this il
tration mailed to any address
ceipt of 10 c. in silver or stam

PATTERN COUPO!

Please send the above-mentioned
pattern as per directions given below.
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Watchmaker

N.B.—Be sure to cut out the illus-
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295 Water St.

* | voice in which to describe her symp-
toms to a friend.
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