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SPLENDID AND FORCEFUL ADDRESS

‘With Reference to Municipal Administaation — Brantford s A I I

Affairs Also Dealt With in a Most Illuminating Way—
This is The Greatest

Figures Which Tell How This Municipality Has Pro-
gressed |
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enforce them by penalties, provided
they are not unjust or unreasonable
or otherwise inconsistent with the
objects of the Charter or the Stat-
utes of the Province.

All the powers of the Municipalit-
ies come from the Province.

would be interesting to any
student to trace the growth of tree
Government resulting in the right
of the people to manage their own
affairs, but for the purpose of this
we must confine ourselves to
the Province of Ontario. It is good
to remember that the people of this
Province did not always possess the
powers which they do to-day as it
was only in 1849 that the Counties
> | became the unit of division for Mun-
icipal purposes. Previous to that
the whole Province of Upper Can-
ada was divided into four distriets,
and from the formation of these dis-
triets in 1788 for nearly sixty years,
the management of local affairs
was committed to the several dis-
trite Courts of Quarter sessions of
the peace, composed of magistrates
appointed by the Governor or Lieu-
tenant-Governor in Council.

The powers of these Quarter Ses-
sions included among other things
the laying out and improvement of
highways, and making an assess-
ment for the cost of same, the pre-
vention of fires, the appointment ot
constables, the regulation of mar-
kets and the granting of licensgs to
sell liquor. ;
The germ of our present demo-
cratic cystem is found as far back as
1793 in a statute of George 3rd
entitled ““An Act to proivide for, the
nomination and appointment of par-
ish and town officers.” This stat-
ute enabled any two of His Majes-
ty’s Justices of the Peace to assem-
ble each year in the Parish Church
or other convenient place the rate-
paying householders of the Parish
and choose for the ensuing year a
Parish, Town or Township Clerk,
an Overseer of highways and fence
viewers and two town wardens: ‘The-
meeting however had no legislative
power,

The first long step in the direc-
tion of popular Government in the
rural districts of the Province was
the passing in 1841 of the District
Councils Act, By this Statute the
inhabitants of each district were
from January 1st, 1842 constituted
a Municipal Corporation and were
empowered to elect representatives
to a District Council, in which was
vested the power to pass By-laws
for the management and control of
local affairs, and to levy taxes upon
real and personal property within
the district.

It is interesting to note that the
late Sir Francis Hincks, at one
time a candidate for parliamentary
honors in this County, was one of
the members of the Government of
that date and strongly supported the
measure.

The Magna Charter of Municipal
Government in Canada was 'The
Baldwin Municipal Act of 1849, and
this to a large extent forms the
basis of our present Municipal law.
Notwithstanding the forebodings
of many who regarded the Acts of
1841 and 1849 as the first steps in
a downward career which could only
end in handing over the Government
of the Province to demagogues and
rebels, the history of Canada from
1849 onward does not indicate that
these successive gifts of self Govern-
ment to the common people praduc-
ed any such results. ;

The original Municipal Act has
been added to, amended and con-
solidated from time to time, and to
discuss it at any length would be to
tax your time and patience unreas-
onably. It will suffice to say that
the Act as it now stands as revised
in 1914 gives to Municipalities the
fullest possible power of the man-
agement and control of their own
In short a Municipality
can now do almost anything which
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can be undertaken by an incorpor-
ated Company. Just for a moipent
consider what are ‘the ordinary fun-
ctions of a Mumnicipal Council. They
may pass By-laws for the‘protection
of life and property; for the polic-
ing and control of the public streets;
for the care of public morals and
rublic health; the building of high-
ways; the establishment of markets;
gas, water or light plants; the ab-
ating of nuisances, the construction
of walks, pavement and sewers; the
granting” of aid to railways and
street railway companies, and for
other purposes too numerous to
mention. -
The growth of Municipal Institu-
tions is evident by the fact that the
taxes raised far all purposes in 1912
in the Province of Ontario, amount-
ed to the enormous sum of upwards
of $29,000,000.

Brantford may be taken as a con-
crete example of the growth ‘and de-
velopment of the Municipal idea. 1
will not go back further than Max
1st, 1877 when the then town of

and responsibility of Cityhood.
It it remarking that
the late James W. Digby, M.D., was
John Elliott, Reeve; J‘Snn
~-Wm.

It is worth while

Mayor;

Omerod, 1st Deputy Reeve;

D. Hawkins, P. M. Keogh, Thos.
Large, M. A. Burns, Geo. Hardy, G.
H. Wilkes, G. Lindlay, D. Costello,
Geo, Watt and Ed. Fisher.

Brantfora even at that date was
thought to be a very important
place. Comparison ot wne popula-
tion, Assessment and annual expen-
diture with what exists to-day will
be enlightening:

Population, Assessm’t kxp're.
1876 10,631 § 2,358,610 § 60,65
1917 26,006 21,941,530 680,338

The expenditure of 1876 works
out to %5.70 per head, and in 1917
cven deducting the interest and
Sinking Fund raised for Water
Works, Hydro and Street Railway
which sustain themselves, will ag-
gregate about $22.50 per head of
the population.

Of course things have changed
:since 1877. What were then luxur-
les are now looked upon as necessit-
les, and while the above figures are
l'nleresting by way of reminiscence,
it will be more profitable to consid-
er the expenditure of ten vears ago
with what it was in 1916. The fol-
lowing figures are taken from the
published records:

(Continued on page 12.)

STRENUQUS WORK
SOON TELLS ON YOU

When worry is added to overwork
men soon become the victims of ner-
vous exhaustion—neurasthenia—the
doctor calls it. Some have no reserve
strength in their systems to bear the
strain; others overtax what strength
they have. If you find that you are
nervous and not sure of yourself,
t!mt you sleep badly, and wake up
tired and aching, your nerves are out
of order.

Other : signs are inability to take
proper interest in your work; your
appetite is fickle; your back feels
weak, and you are greatly depressed
in spirits. One or more of these signs
mean that you should take prompt
steps to stop mischief by nourishing
the nerves with food they thrive on,
namely, the rich blood made by Dr.
Williams Pink Pills. These pills have
cured thousands of cases of nervous
disorders, including_neryous prostra-
tion, neuralgia, St. Vitus Dance and
partial paralysis. Here is an example.

Mr. P. H. Callan, a well known

business man in Coleman, P. E. I..,
says;‘'l owe my present health, if not
life itself, to Dr. Williams Pink Pills.
I had always been an active man,
and when [ began to run down in
health paid little attention to it as I
thought it was only temporary weak-
ness. As time passed, however, I
found myself growing worse, and
consulted a doctor, who said that I
was not only badly run down, but
that my nervous system was badly
shattered. [ lost flesh, my appetite
was poor, 1 slept badly and notwith-
standing the doctor’s treatment grew
so weak that I had to leave my busi-
ness and was confined to the house.
Time went on and I was steadily
growing weaker, and my friends
were all greatly alarmed for my con-
dition. In this condition I was strong-
ly recommended to try Dr. Williams
Pink Pills, and as the doctor’s medi-
cine was not helping me I decided to
do so. By the time I had used three
boxes 1 could tell that they were
helping me. When I had taken eight
boxes of the pills, T felt able to at-
tend to my business again, and peo-
ple were surprised to see me out. I
continued the use of the pills until I
had taken twelve boxes, by which
time 1 was feeling as well as ever I
did. and was being congratulated by
all my friends on my full restoration
to health. I feel now that if I had
used Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills at the
outset I would not only have saved
much money in doctor’s bills, but
would have renewed health sooner. I
cannot speak too highly of this medi-
cine, and would recommend it to
every man who feels weak, nervous
or run down.”
You can get these pills through
any medicine dealer, or by mail at 50
cents a bhox, or six boxes for $2.50
from The Dr. Williams’ Medicine Co.,
Brockville Ont.

CATHCART.
(From our own Correspondent)
We are sorry to report the illness
of Mrs. John Barker. Her many
friends hope for a speedy recovery.
The “stork’ visited at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Wright on May
9nd, and left a fine little daughter.
The W. A. of St. John’s Church
met at the home of Miss Louise Weir
on Thursday last. A goodly number
were present.
Mrs. and Miss Corless of Coniston
are spending a few days with rela-
tives here.
Mr. and Mrs. Ryder and Lloyd
spent Sunday the guests of Mr. Chas.
Clement of Burgessville.
We are sorry to learn of the ill-
ness of Mr. Wm. Rixon. His friends
hope for a speedy recovery.
Miss May Eaton of Tansley, spent
Sunday with her parents here.

Mr. Fred Tune is improving after
a severe attack of tonsilitis.

Wedding bells will soon be ringing |
in our midst.

The young people of Cathecart have
organized a tenmnis club and intend
having their court on the beautiful
lawn of Mr. Kinsela’s.

Assist Nature. There are times when
you should assist nature. It is now un-
dertaking to cleanse your system—if you

0000

will take Hood's Sarsaparilla the under-
taking will be successful. This great
medicine purifies and builds up ws noth-
ing else does.

Guarantee We Can

Offer You!

atisfaction

IN MATERIAL—You havean
almost unlimited choice, backed
up by quality and stylish design

® ®
atisfaction
IN STYLE—If you want the
full belted, pinch back or a con-

servative model—we can tailor
it satisfactorily.

Satisfaction

IN WORKMAN-
SHIP—There has
to be this in a suit
that will give you
complete satisfac-
tion. We pride
ourselves on the
rigid inspection
and standards on
what the life of
the suit depends
on.

0

See Our
Window Display

We Give You Satisfaction Because
Our Satisfaction Depends on Yours

121 COLBORNE STREET

_Phone 1510
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