-0i Dis vajesty’s Jeland Peince Cuivard,

ways and. means, as to his Exceilency
fhall feem  proper, whether a Solicitor,
who has fo condu&ed "himfelf, be-a fit
perfon to remain a praditioner in the
Courts of this Colony ; and at the fame
time to exprefs to his Excellency, its
regret, that it fhoald:he requifite to fug.
gelt to him aninveftigation which s
equally painful and néceflary.  °
‘That, your Committee has examined
evidence at great length on the, Rate of
the Court of Chancery, during the period
of the adminiftration of the Government
by Lieut. Governor Smith ;. and more
particularly during the period that his
fon.in.law Mr. Ambrofe Lane, Town
Major of,Charlotee. Town, has filled the
offices of Regiftrar, Mafter and Lxaminer, .
of that Court ; and yoyr Committee has
in the courfe of its examination, received
fatisfactory, proof, that’ fince the appoint-
meng of the laft mentioned gentleman,
to‘;hgte offices, very great and exceflive
fees have been taken by that officer, in
that Court, contrary to Law 3. and-that
the taking fuch exceflive fees, has been
fanioned by Lieut.. éovemgr Smith :
and not obly fo, but your Committee has
had cléar.evidence laid hefore it, of vari- '
ous inftances where the faid 'Mr. Lane,
hath.in the office of Regiitrar, adted op.
preflively, with the view of obtaining'
exceflive and uplawful.fees, and wherein.
hg has fucceeded in obtaining fuch fees;
and this Committee cannot omit to name
the’ cafes of Alexander vs, Rankin,
Alexander vs. Collins, Alexander vs,
Fulton, and Lord James Townthend vs,
Abell,” s’ inflances where unlawful
cpurfes were taken to obtain fuch un..
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_Xour Committee_have further to no-
tice, ,that even on the fuppofition that
the fees authorifed by the late Chancelior
‘Lient,” Governor Smith, to be taken by
the Regiftrar of the Court of, Chancery,
copteary to-Statyte, were in themfelves
juftand reafonable, that novel praQices
and charges were. introduced into that
Court, for, no, ‘other, purpofe .that your
Committee, can .obferve, than .to creats
feesito.the faid Regiftrar, to the great op-
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i Kéur Commistee has further to ob.
ferys, that. fueh, unlawful fees and op..
praflive practices srole after the appoint.
ment of the faid Mr., Lane, to_the faid
ofiesy and that, the fees of, Regiftrar
aloge after. that  perigd, experignced an,.
adyancs in. their, rate, of , four ., hundred
per cefir. over, thofc of the gentleman who

pregeded him jo.te office:”. -
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Your Committee alfo feels it a duty to

remark. that the faid Mr, Lane is a fub-
altern in the Army, uneducated to the
Law, and that fappofing his conduct in
thefe important” offices of Mafter, Re-
gitrar and Examiner in Chancery, to
have been as pure, as it is_proved it has
been otherwife, his want of legal educa-
tion_ unfits hiin to hold' fuch appoint-
ments 3 and if “your Committee had

ever‘entertained any doubt on ‘thig point, '

it would have'been convinced by the va-
-rious inftaiices of that gentleman’s inca.
pacity to fill'any of .thefe offices, Which.
- was brought in evidence before it, ~ .
Xour Commfttee ‘has further to ob.’
ferve that from ‘the earlich period of the.
Colony down'to the appointmént 6f Mr. |
Lane, none of thefe offices had béen held,

but by gentiemen régularly educated to., -

the proteflion of the Law ; and that the .
duties of Mafter, Examiner, and Regis.
tar, had never been hield by the fame gen-
tleman, and that the departarefrom this'
anciént courfe Was been felt as & fevere
grievance by the Colony. = '

. Your’ Committeg féel it theirduty to .
tecommend to” the Houfe, that his Ex..
cellency the Licut, Governer be advifed
and humbly requefted in fuch time, and
in'fuch way and manngr, as to his Excel-

_léncy fhall fecim proper, to{wi‘th@liaw‘ M, -
' Lane’s appointments in Chancery, and to -
name other and qualified officers’ to the'
offices of Mafter, . Regifivar, and Exa-
miner in Changery, and that in particular,
the office of Mafter and Reégiftrar may

néver be conibined in the fame perfon,

" That it appéars to_your Committee,
that in the month of O@ober, in the year’
1823, a profecution was commenced .in,
Chancery, againft feven refpecable indi. :
viduals of Queen’s County, for an al-
leged contempt of that Court, at the in.-

' fligation and profecution of ‘the Hon,
Ambrofe Lane, "Regiftrar,” Mafter, and_
Examiner of that Court, by which the
faid feven perfons were put to ‘great in.,
convenience, lofs and damage, and'which'
was ultimately flayed, eontrary.to the wifh,
of the Defendants, when the cofls,to wit, .
thofe of the Regiftrar and. his. Solicitor,
were. paid ot of the public. Treafury . of:
this Ifland, although. the Chancellor g,
open,, Court, repeatédly:, declared’. the.
fame was a private profecution’ by anof:;

ficer of the Court, thereby clearly thew..,
ing the extremeanxiety of the Chaegilor
 Lieut. Governar,;Smith, to. put_tees in:
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the Committee;cannot gvoid, remarking,.

that uflog the .public. money for, fuch g/
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