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:0liisl to comlufy with tle request of tie ExeC'utive Council. and on the 4th 3ay 1 8 5 5 ,
in a Despatch adidrssed tio te Ilonorable .1 li. T. 3anners-Sutton, Lord Join Russell, as
Secretary of State ihr the Clonies, conveyed 1 ler 3ajesty's sanietion to.tie.propbosal.

No appointmllent lias yet taken place u er the new system. 'he gentleiman wlio held
thc office of President'n 185.5 still continue to lold it, tlholgh the state ot* his health
reiders it probable that lie miav shortly desire to relinquislh the duties of' his olièce.

MIeaunwhile the Caaian Gverinment lias agaiin altered the rie by whilh the Speaker of
the Upper Ilouse, is èhosen .il iliat lrovince,. and nmv present Councillors aîppeaîr to have
becomie alive to ic oljectionis thlt may le urged agaiust the proposal of 1855.

.My prceent Coutneil are now of opiniioni that it would be undesirable to act upon the
permission contaiied iii Lord John Ru .ssell'3 Ipatch of 31ay 4, 1855, and they lave
requested the Secretaîry of State to consider a freih proposal, to hlie effect that the President

-Of the Legislative Couneil slould be clioun by the Legislative Council itself'; and that,
like the Speaker of the oline o Asseibly, le shoulld, at thle eonmîencemient ot everv neCW
Parlianient, he elevtel by tlie members of tlie boi-dy over which he is to preside. The plan
thuis recononended is identical wvith thpt nuow tpuisied in Canada.

This suggestion appears to Die to be flce frunom umnixuy o fi the objections applying to that
of 1855, nor a I iiléined to offer any opposition the priiciple of allowing the appoint-
nient to be made bv Uhe I egislative.Council, subject, of course, to IIer Majesty's gracious
approval. ln the recommemlation that the oilice should he held only durinig a single
Parliaiment, I aimi iiot, howevr. dlisposed to concur.

in such a couitry ais tis., a tcundenucy ti frequent changes is naturally strong.' It could
hardly be.otherwise in a state where tiere are nlo institutions which, froim their antiquity
and their ieherent in iity, claim an involuitary respect; and where, consequently, flic
mllost imaterial alterations may he effected witlhout shocking tradiiional prejudice, or doing
violence to long estalishid habits. Under suîch ciremnstances; it appears ·to me to be
unwise, witholut urgent necessitv. -to w eakeni a,.ty of those elcniemits of stability whicl are
to be founid in the shifting materials Vhihel Colonial society is conposed. Onie of' the
most essential distinctiot)ns of the Legislative Couil. if I understand it aright, is its per-
mîaueînt character i oppoed to tlie chaning nature of the lloue of Assembly. It is
obvious that a frequent chianîge in flic personl of' itzPresident is a diminution ot this-as
it appears to me-valuable eleiient in its composition.

It is true-and it does eredit to their moderation and publie spirit-that. in* the event of
the adoption of tlie plan now suggested, mly Exe(ttive Council pro)OSe in the first instance
to abstaii from thel introduction oI' political considerations into the election whieh inust
follow. It is also.true that sole iiftueutial uiehiers of the Government have assured nie
that they have no desire to sec frequent changes in the Chair of the Legislitive.Council,
and indeed would deplore such a resuîlt of the present proposal. But, mly Lord Duke, un-
less [ amt very mnuch mîîistaken, the pressure of claimiants for what would be looked upon as
a fair share of office, 'would, in a short tinte, whatever were the views and wishes of the
Governent, be too strong to be resisted, and compel a change with every Parliamuent,
in order that all the supporters of the. Goverimîent in the Legislative..Council might, in
their turn, enjoy flic enioluments and rauk attaching to the office.of President.

I nced not point out how greatly such a result would tend to.lower the character of an
office whieh at present is one of considerable dignity, and commands for its occupant con-
siderable respect; nor need I pause to remark, what Your Grace will not have failed to>
notice, that the parallel between New Brunswick and Canada is in mnany respects imperfect.
In that country, with ifs great population and numaerous Legislature, a elioice may always
be made from a large body of-miiei of ability and education. In this Province the selec-
tion is far more linited ; and though I most readily admit how considerable a nutber of
gentlemen are to be found well qualified for the post, l niust avow my fear that, were the
Presidént of the Legislative Couucil to be frequently changed, the office could not always
be expected to fall into the hands of those most competent. to exercise its functions, or
preside with dignity and decorum over the Upper Chamber of the Provincial Legislature.

It is for Your Grace to decide upon the application now submitted to you; but Your Grace
has a right to know my opinion on the subject, and I therefore venture ishortly.to give it.

I think the plan sanctioned in 1855 an unwise and mischievous one, and recommended
on grounds which are no longer applicable. It.is now abandoned by its authors. and may
be allowed to drop to the ground unnoticed.


