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ants. They heard of tumultuous assemblages in dif­
ferent parts of the kingdom, especially iu London :— 
the archbishop’s palaco attacked—the bishop insulted 
members of parliament prevented by the mob from 
taking their seats, and their uames and persons held 
up to public execration, if they dared to vote in oil- 
position to the popular will. It is an invariable pre­
cursor uf revolution, when a faction in the state basely 
avail themselves of mob-violence for the attainment 
of their object. Government is virtually at an end 
when rulers are coerced by the pressure from with­
out. Relying on the support of the excited masses, 
the factious leaders were guilty of the most glaring 
violations of law and justice, committing members of 
their own house to prison, and impeaching members 
of the upper house for words used in debate, which 
were far from being immoderate ; imprisoning those 
who presented petitions, if their petitions did not 
please them ; usurping at once both the judicial and 
legislative powers in matters relating to the Church. 
Add to this, that they insulted the King with the 
most unreasonable demands, which it was im­
possible that lie should grant, without virtually ah- 
dieting his legal power. Troops were raised with­
out his consent ; Ins revenues were taken from him : 
his fortresses occupied by his subjects, and himself 
denied admittance. At the same time the most ab­
surd rumours and détestai de calumnies were circula­
ted by the puritan and dissenting faction, in order to 
inflame the popular mind. Re]torts were spread t hat 
the King had raised an army of papists, with which 
he intended to drive out the Parliament, and restore 
popery ; that large number of pipists were concealed 
in the vaults and cellars of London, ready to issue 
forth and massacre the citizens : and that the King 
had given orders to blow up the Thames with gun-

Çiwder, and destroy the whole city by inundation.
hen again, when the king had been forced from 

London, it was industriously circulated, and cur­
rently believed, even till the beginning of the war, 
that he was iu the hands of desperate malignant-', 
who carried him about with them against his will, 
and that the troops levied by the Parliament wen 
intended to rescue the King from his bondage. Many 
ignorant persons actually joined the rebels under 
this notion ; so utterly unable are the mass of the 
people to judge of more matters of fact so open to 
the most gross delusion. Such were the current re­
ports circulated amongst the more credulou.-, of the 
citizens of London, and soon spread amongst the in­
habitants of the country. At the same time the press, 
freed from all restraint, teemed with the most atro­
cious libels and falsehoods. The vilest calumnies 
were published by the Puritans against the Church. 
The clergy, who dared to uphold the King's authority, 
were sequestered and deprived, and a set of ranting 
demagogues appointed in their place: and even 
judges for the same reason were removed from the 
bench.

But when the King was forced by the violence of 
his enemies to adopt measures of self-defence, and 
had determined to vindicate his cause and resist 
further aggression, the eyes of the more moderate 
part of the nation began to he opened. In truth, the 
violence of the factious leaders m the part defeated 
its own object ; for their unreasonable demands and 
increasing insolence made it manifest, even to their 
own adherents, that they had resolved to push things 
to extremities ; and many|who had hitherto voted in 
opposition to the court, and joined in the factious 
cry, now that they perceived that it was not a mere 
question of the extent of prerogative, hut of the 
very existence of monarchy, chose the King's part in 
the contest which they had contributed to bring 
about. Thus it is that when moderate and conscien­
tious men are betrayed into acquiescence in unjusti­
fiable measures, even though it be to obtain a just 
object, instead of the means being sanctified by the 
end, the end is desecrated by the means employed to 
gain it ; and they wdio have- contributed to set the 
mass iu motion, intending to roll it to a certain point, 
are unable to stop its impetus when they most desire : 
and find to their mortification that thèv have been 
all the while the tools of men less honest than them­
selves. Nothing contributed more to disabuse the 
public mind of its delusion than the manifestoes of 
the King, penned by the noble Falkland : and it is 
worth observing, that whereas tin- so-called parlia­
mentary party circulated their own statements, and 
carefully suppressed those on the other side wher­
ever they were able to do so ; the King, on the other 
hand, dispersed his own and those of the hostile party 
together, desiious that all men might judge between 
them, and confident in the justice of Ins cause.

The war which was about to commence has been 
commonly called a war between the King and Par­
liament . 11ow utlerl\ erroneous is this designation,
will be apparent limn one or two facts. It is well 
known that the revolutionary party were always in a 
minority even in the House of Commons, and prevail­
ed only by the aid of mob-violence and intimidation.

the war broke out in lf.l j, the meniliers of the 
M^lse of Lords who resorted to the King far exceeded 
those who remained behind : ami afterwards, the

Parliament which assembled around the King at Ox­
ford equalled the number of those who sat at West­
minster. How . then, could it he rightly called a war 
between the King and Parliament, when two estates 
of tin* realm at least were clearly On the King's side V 
It was nothing more or less than a rebellion fomented 
by a knot of factions demagogues, effected by uiob- 
violenco, and submitted to by the supine indifference 
and laziness of the better disposed. Perhaps no one 
tiling more contributed to it than the negligent atten­
dance of the lovai members in their places iu parlia­
ment, which enabled the revolutionists, though a 
minority, to choose their owu time for bringing for­
ward the most objectionable measures. It were well 
if after ages would take example by these ascertained 
facts.

The following passage from Clarendon is worth the 
consideration of members of parliament m all ages : 
••I know not.” he says. Imw those men have al­
ready answered it to their consciences, or how they 
will answer it to Him who can discern their conscien­
ces, who having assumed then country's trust, and, 
it may he. with great earnestness laboured to ac­
quire that 11 nst ti. i. a scat m pai li-mienti. by their 
supine laziness, negligence, a ml absence, were the 
first inlets to those inundations which - o contributed 
to those licenses which overwhelmed us. /•'<./• hi/ /hi* 
mmII< it hiiml/ill uf iii'ii. uni' ll ml i i"i m tin- l'"iiiiinm/, 
rnnn hi ifiii- Inii'i In lln- iiin/nr /"il l.'

At length, on tin- Vâtli da \ of \ ugiisi. 1 0 42. tli. news 
was sptead thorough I h<- count i y that the King had 
set up the roval standard at Nottingham. The day 
on which the civil war thus openly commenced was 
ushered in with a tremendous storm of wind and 
rain; and the King's standard was uo sooner raised 
than it was blown down ag^iin by the violence ol the 
tempest, an omen which was not without its inthi 
ence on the minds of the royalists. In truth. Ha­
lving commenced the struggle under no favourable 
auspices, lie was accompanied by not more than a 
few hundred troops, unprovided with arms or mili­
tary stores. The garrisons and depots were in Un­
hands of the rebels. They had also in the neighbour­
hood of the King an army of six thousand men. under 
the command of Kssex. with which they might at 
once have crushed the royal cause : hut for some tin 
explained reason, —whether they underrated the 
power of tlit*,King, and expected that his small force 
would melt away instead of augmenting, or whether 
Kssex and other loaders dreaded the course which 
seemed inevitable, and shrank from the enormous sin 
of actual rebellion against their lawful sovereign.— 
whatever might have been the cause' it is certain 
that they neglected to avail themselves of the power 
with which they then seemed able to have put an 
end to the contest at a blow.

Meanwhile the King’s forces daily increased in 
number. The loyalty of the nation was roused, and 
the spirit of the ancient chivalry was again kindled. 
Mauy who hud-shrunk supinely from public affairs 
when their exertions might have saved the country, 
now, partly from shame, partly from alarm, came 
forward on the side of their lawful ruler. The nobili­
ty and gentry of the land Hocked to him from all 
quarters, bringing w it!: them armed attendants ; and 
they who were unable to answer the summons in 
jierson sent iu stores and contributions. The Uni­
versities melted down their plate to be coined into 
money ; and the Queen sold her jewels, and pur­
chased arms and ammunition for the troops.

The two parties being thus fairly engaged in open 
hostility sent forth their manifestoes to every town 
and county : requsitions w ere despatched by the King 
to all his loyal subjects to furnish arms and money, 
and conn ter-requisitions wore issued hv the Parlia­
ment.

Oil the 17th of October, the following order from the 
King was forwarded to the magistrates of the city of 
Lichfield.

•• Charles R.
" Trusty and wel-beloved :

• We greet you well. Our will and pleasure is. 
that you cause all the inhabitants of your cittv of 
Leitchtield immediately to bring into the townc-hall 
there all their armes, muskets, pykes, corsletts. 
swords, or weapons of any sort ; ami whosoever shall 
fwvle of bringing in his -aid arms, or endeavour to 
conceale tin- same, shall he taken as a person disaf­
fected to the p ' " ue peace.

•• And |our pleasure is. that the said armes bee 
forthwith sent unto us. to ..nr royal standard. Ami 
further, we require you to summon all the substantial 
inhabitants ot that our cittv. aud iu our name move 
them, that they severally contribute in such propor­
tion to us in money or plate, for the present supply 
of our extraordinary visible necessity, as wee may 
thereby judge ol tliejseuse they have of our condi­
tion : and of this service we shall expect a particular 
account, as well of those who refuse as of those who 
do supply is. by Wednesday, * of the clock iu 
the moruiug. at our royal standard. And hereof you 
must not fay le. as you tender our displeasure.

“ Given att our Court att Wolverhampton this 17th 
day of October. 1f>42.

Non:. Kxtracts from a collection of old manu- 
scrips now’ in my possession, illustrative of the state 
of the country at the opeumg of the rebellion. The 
first is evidently a declaration made by the rebels.

“ Whereas there are divers papists, robbers, and 
other lowed persons that are lately come into our 
country, and very nere to the town of Derhie, and 
threaten to burn and spoyle the sayd towne, and 
threaten likewise the ruin of the sayd county.—There­
fore we do earnestly entreate you, as yon tender your 
own safety, and the preservation of the peace of this 
countie, that you will solid to Derhie to-morrowe, 
being Wensday, such able and well affected persons, 
together with so many horses, bridles, and saddles, 
as you can convenientlie spare, with such weapons 
as you can provide, as gunns, haldcarcis, pichforks, 
hills, and such like, to help to defend the said towne 
and emintie against them. And so, being confident 
of your forwardness and wiHinge assistance, we rest. ' 
A’o.

The following letters, of which neither the signa­
ture nor the address have been preserved, liesr in­
ternal evidence of having been written by Sir J. Gell. 
the rebel leader at Derby. They shew the dreadful 
state of embarrassment, in which peaceable persons 
must have been placed.

" S11:.

•• You h.iyc been humails sent to for y* resolution 
what you would do tor the defence of yrecountrie. 
Mr. Hastings is now come with forces to Kwarkeston, 
to the apparent disturbance of the peace of this county.

1 In-re is no longer tune to dissemble; therefore von 
must declare youiselfe t-yther for liym or ns, and 
that presently by to-morrowe at noon. Wre sav no 
more but that we are,'' \'e.

•Gird .lam If. 12 8
• Silt,

•• You have had tyme enough to resolve oytlier to 
her for the countrie or tliote y1 robb itt ; Mr. Hast­
ings with his crew doth the later. We are resolved 
to oppose liym with all the strength wee have. If 
you speedih send us any assistance to the good 
workt. doe it before Wensday night, the 14th of 
this month ; otherwise assure yourselfe wee know 
how to value both uewters and euimies. There is no 
furtlmi time for delay : you may do yr countrie ser­
vice, and ohliege, " ,*fcc.

" ( 'APT VINK,
■■ We are credibly informed yt divers constables 

doe not bring in theire monies, nor some theire horses, 
contrary to y assessments yt wras set upon theire 
severs 11 townshics, to yv greate disservice of ye pre­
sent necessitie of this county, and to the apparent op­
position of the authentic of Parliament, which is 
y only worke of some maliguauts. These are there­
fore to require you, according to ye authoritie given 
to us by both Houses of Parliament, y* presently 
upon receipt hereof you secure the person, and seize 
upon the mono, plate, armes, aud horses of any 
maliguauts i. royalists,. whore you are strong 
enough ; aud when you arc not, send to us, and wee 
will assist you with more forces. And hereof fayle 
not. as you tender the service of the King (!l and 
Parliament. Given under our hand at Dlerbv .”

! Tu In i-iiiitiniii’il. !

Friendship is an union of souls, and utterly pre­
cludes dissimulation : if w e are too unfeeling to find 
a pleasure in weeping with the afflicted, ye must be 
unworthy the privilege of rejoicing with the happy. 
The pleasures of friendship are not peculiar to scenes 
of cheerfulness ; its sweetest soothiugs, on the con 
trary, are reserved for the hour of distress—then, in 
the absence of every other consolation, it softens the 
asperity <>: misfortunes, and renders even anguish 
hearable.

Windows opened more would keep Doctors 
from the Door.—A very large quantity of fresh 
air is spoiled and rendered foul by the act of 
breathing. A man spoils not less than a gallon 
every minute. In eight hours’ breathing, a full grown 
man spoils as much fresh air as seventeen three- 
bushel sacks could hold ! If he were shut up in a 
room seven feet broad, seven feet long, and seven 
feet high, the door and windows fastened so tightly 
that no air could pass through, he would die, 
poisoned by his own breath, in a very few hours ; 
in twenty-four hours he would have spoiled all the 
air contained in the room, and have converted it 
into poison. Reader, when you rise to-morrow 
morning, just go out of doors for five minutes, and 
observe carefully tin freshness of the air. That 
air is the state in which (rod keeps it for breathing- 
Then come back suddenly into your close room, 
and your own senses will at once make you feel 
how very far the air of your chamber is from being 
in the same wholesome and serviceable condition.

1


