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mﬂl a grace or dignity which is not its | of union between those who follow the

| motions of God's good Spirit—a bond

he amplifieation of poetry can
:;:;,];rbe distli,nguisbed from exaggera-
fion ; but not so with the figurative lan-
lﬂlﬂ" of Holy Seriptare. There the meta-
does not transcend, but inevitably

ghort of the heavenly or spiritual |

udll{ whieh it represents ; it cannot pos-
sibly le

ad us beyond, it leads us only a |
But besides |

ay towards the truth,
lifﬂN.:thYi' no mere metaphor that the
»

o8 8 body. He does not merely liken it to

of Christ.
:th.ill’od n’o mere fortuitous

rties of the human

constitution and pro

, some aocidental correspondences be- |

{ween it and that which is nof a body, but
wo are expressly told that the Church of
Christ ln’im supreme realization of that
which the term body implies, and are so

¢ to regard the bodies in which we |
pow dwell, as standing in a typical rela- |

tion to the church; as the inadequate,
most instructive, earthly parable
whish embodies for us the spiritual reality.
% There is one body,” says the apostle,
and surely it is not without significance
that, in enouncing as he does in this pas-
sage, the great law of unity, the many and
' t reasons which conspire to sanction
enforoe that law, he sets in the very
fore-front of his argument the statement
that the body to whioch Christians belong
isone. Bball we be mistaken in deeming
that we Lere discern the indieation of a
divine order? That as, at the first, God
formed man—dust of the earth—and then
breathed into his nostrils the breath or
spirit of life ; so, in the new creation, He
wis pleased to fashion for Himself a body,
into which He might afterwards breathe
His life-giving Bpirit? Apostles were
chosen and ealled by our Blessed Lord ;
inferior ministers, * other seventy also,”
were likewise ordained — disciples had
been gathered : in the great gift of the
neweovenant—** the promise of the Father”
—was bestowed ; the * Holy Spirit” was
nol, in this sense, until Jesus *‘ was glori-
fied,” and o, on the birthday of the
church, the great Day of Pentecost—a
body, fashioned by the hands of God the
Bon, had been prepared—to be moved to
new life, endued with new power by the
g of the Holy Ghost. It is most

true, indeed, that by one Spirit we are all
into one body, that we cannot

» 8x0ept by the act of his Grace, to
sacred structure in which we are
together for a habitation of God

Him ; but we are thus graciously

bted, that we may become members
of an external organization, in which it is
g;cood Pleasure of the Bpirit to make
saored and sanctifying abode. It
Would appear then that we are not at
liberty to 8ay, “there is ome body, simply
because there is one Spirit,” and that Eia
snored influence upon the hearts of men is
the sole source, and the only necessary
mﬂihw. of the unity of the one body—

that we are one in H i
mg oftop 200 Le m thonﬂl,n our -union

oogniuble y ourselves,
- certainly not evident to others. Let
remember, brethren, that God's Spirit
M“’W’ the hearts of men, and sanctified
8 servants, that the penitent Pealmist
m,” ory, “ Take not thy Holy Spirit from
» 8ge8 before Ohrist had built His
chure on earth, or made us, as the won-
fruit of His incarnation, death
m;motlon. ‘‘ members of His body,
esh, and of His bones.” There is,
v—there was, no doubt, in patri-

and in Jewish times—a sacred bond

o uses, when he speaks of the church |

| is the good pleasure of God our Father | knowledge of Hi i i
| that the Bpirit of His holiness, who in | & Toviny humble ot v qone

| times past moved individual hearts alone,

which may includo those who in rvery
nation, with whatever light, fear God and
work righteousness.”  Bat surely the
unity of the body of Christ our Lord is
something far more than this-—from Him, |
its Divice Head, ¢ all the body by joints
and bands, having nourishment ministered {
and being knit together, increaseth with |
the increase of God.”” It has its necessary ]
outward organization, as well as its in- |

the joints and bands that the nourishment |
of the life-giving spirit is ministered. |
May we not see, then, a reason why the |
the apostle should say, ‘‘One body, one
Spirit ;" not *“one Bpirit” only, or “ one
Spirit, and therefore of necessity one |
body,” but rather ‘one body—the mys-

tical body of the SBon of God,” in whick it

and sanctified individual eervants of God, !
should take up His abode, conveying |
to every lively member of the body a |
blessing not the less, but ineffably
the greater, because in addition to his own
proper gifts and graces, every member par-
takes of the undivided life of the whole
body—and becomes by a blessed necessity
of his membership in the body—both a
channel of grace to others and a recipient
of grace through them. And now, brethren,
let us ask what lessons we should draw
from the fact that we are thus 'wond-
rously united in one body under our Divine
Head. And first, I think, we should
learn™ to lay very seriously to heart,
that our Blessed Lord never meant us
to be so independent of each other, as
we sometimes seek to be. We may
well believe that there is a law of our
spiritual being which makes all such seek-
ing vain—that there is, by God’s appoint-
ment, an inter-dependence between all the
members of Christ’s body, from which they
cannot possibly detach themselves ; while
they must both suffer and infliet very
grevious loss and damage if they attempt
to do so. Let us then consider for what
wise and beneficent purposes our Blessed
Lord has brought us info the intimate
relation with each other im Himself. Did
He not mean us to be helpers of each
other in matters of belief, and while we
“build up ourselves on our most holy
faith,” at least indirectly to give help to
and receive help from our brethren in that
faith ? Does not experience, thank God,
often teach us that sach is His gracious will.
We have the word of God, but do we not
know that, again and again, a Christian
brother's voice has unlocked to us its
hidden treasures! If they who have
little time for study of the Bible thankfully
confess this, they who have studied it most
will also make the same confession no less
freely. Aguain the creeds of our church are
guides for the faith of all. Yet here how
endless is the grateful toil of elucidaiing
theiy meaning, and how obvious is it not
that the great prophet meant this work to
be prosecuted by many and different minds,
to whom His spirit has ‘dividéd severally as
He will." And this leads us to recognize a

‘truth, not very welcome to some minds,

that we ought toregard not ouly those with
whom we agree, but also those from whom
we differ, as at least possible helpers of our
faith. Is it wise or safe to assume that we
have grasped the whole truth? Being
strongly - and justly persuaded of the im-
portance of some Christian verity, may we
not possibly be disregarding some other
verity, no less important, which may ap

pear to us irreconcilable with it? Itis not
80 easy as we often imagine—either to
declare or to receive the whole counsel of

| aspects, all more or less partial.

God. The errors of past days have mado

| the task harder for us—exaggerations an.l

distortions of truth have discredited truth

| itgelf ; men have been driven, or have

thought themselves to be driven, by the ex-
igercies of theological warfare, within the
narrow limits of schools and systems, from
which some portion at least of * the counsel
of God " can scarcely escape exclusion.
Why is it that we differ ? Is it not be-
cause we have not as yet * all come to tho

| ward life ; it is from the head, and through ‘ unity of the faith and ef the knowledge of

. He tells us expressly that it is |
a body. “[7)0 lezm then that |
resemblance, |
whieh is discovered between two things |
which stand in no real relation to each |
other—we are not invited to trace in the |

the Bon of God,” and may we not help
each other towards it ? That great central
object of our faith and hope may be—no
doubt is—viewed by us irom many differ-
ent sides—and under many different
Believing
ourselves then to be fellow-members in His
one body, might we not—ought we not—to
seek mutunally to supplement each other’s

in a loving humble spirit, might it not lead
us, at least, to think more charitably—
more justly of each other, and in many
cages also less partially—less imperfectly
of Him ? Surely, brethren, He would
look with gracious approval upon oar
patient and meek endeavour thus to draw
nearer to Himself and to each other in
Him. But again we must believe that our
Blessed Lord the Head of the Body—meant
us, a8 His members, to be helpers of each
other in respect of the practical duties of
the Christian character. We ougbt to
learn from others what Christ would have
us be and do. Here again the full record
of His Will is found in Holy Seripture :
but, as human teaching, by His grace, may
cast & vivid light on Divine doetrine; even
80 t00, may human conduct bring to light,
a8 it were, Divine precepts, illustrating
them so forcibly as to seem almost to
reveal them. So by recognizing our re-
lation to our brethren in Christ, and ask-
ing ourselves constantly and thoughtfu!ly
for what purpose we have thus been knif
together—we may be stirred up to follow
good examples—or at all events to esteem
very highly those who present them—and
to aid them by our prayers and kindly
offices. And let furg (:ll;“;:! hol;v h?;-:
a o’s & ent from the body tells
—p?::l musrtgu?il have the same faith—and
herein a strict unity 1is fo be earnestly
sought, but in respect of Christian duty—
works of charity and piety—a very wide
field is opened, which all are not alike
qualified to occupy; and, accordingly, un- ~
less we learn practically to recognize oar
oneness in Christ—we shall be but too
ready to say to fellow members, whose
office is widely different from onr own,
“ We have no need of you.” Brethren, do
not the words * There is one body " teach
us here to exercise a large and self-con-
trolling charity, a Christian esteem for
those with whose voeation and ministry we
may, perhaps, have but little natural sym-
pathy; recollecting that * to every one of
us is given grace acpording to the measure
of the gifts of Christ ; that all receive mot
alike, and that if our sympathies are sel-
fishly contracted to our own narrow sphere
of capacity or service—we are forgetting
the sacred tie which binds us alike to the
Mighty Giver, and to those to whom His
wisdom and His goodness have enirusted
ifts differing widely from our own, _
ere we are led to obsexve that our incor-
ration in the ‘one body,’ as it is, doubt-
ess, designed for thozgoox of the whole, go
also tends to the good of every individual
member. Looking only to the perfecling
of individual Christian character, we must
deveutly admire the wisdom of Almighty
God in calling us in “one body.” t
a oure for selfishness—that de evil—
has been thus provided! The pline to
which we are thus subjected in the Churoch




