
ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH.

**********************

REV. L. W. LECLAIR, S. S. HEV. DR. LUKE CALLAGHAN.

W#»*»»#»#»*»»»»»»»»»*

Many rumors have been afloat, and 
many wishes expressed on the sub­
ject. I respect all the views that 
have been entertained, and I have 
given the matter»my earnest consi­
deration. For many reasons I could 
not comply with all that I was re­
quested to do. All views did not 
meet mine. After mature delibera­
tion and fervent prayer, and with 
the assent of my chapter I came to 
the conclusion that the following

‘Dearly Beloved Brethren:
pious rather Quinlivan, whose pre­
mature death about a year ago 
caused such consternation and grief, 
continued the good work which his 
predecessors had so happily begun. 
To your late pastor I may apply 
the words of the Royal Psalmist : 
“The zeal of thy house hath con­
sumed me/.’ for this artistically de­
corated church bespeaks the spirit of 
religion which prompted him to beau-

“Owing to a passing indisposition 
I have been unable until now to pay 
you the promised visit to which you 
have been so anxiously looking for­
ward. J am glad to. meet you to­
day in order to give you from this 
pulpit official intimation of the im­
portants events which , have recently 
transpired in connection with your 
parish, to allay all apprehensions, 
and to put an end to the many re­
ports which have been' in circulation 
far end near during the
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past few

weeks. That you are deeply inter­
ested in St. Patrick’s parish is un­
questionable. Hence, it is but natu­
ral that your chief pastor should 
bring to your notice a few facts and
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This la not tha hour to 
write the story of the long and 
fruitful connection of the .Seminary 
with the olden Church and parish. 
We have no hesitation in saying, 
that whatever its future pros­
perity, under God, will be but the 
embeiishment of a parochial edifice, 
the foundations of which have long 
ago been solidly laid down, and the 
superstructure of which has b<>cn 
raised by the zeal, the devotion, tied 
the unremitting fidelity to duty, and 
to the Irish people, which .marked 
the life of the pastors, and their 
assistants, during the years that 
are gone.
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THE PAST.—The connection of 

St. Sulpice with St. Patrick’s par­
ish dates back over half a centum >*. 
In the ranks of those zealous Suipi- 
cians the pld parish has found spiri-

ations rest on a soil that holds the
ashes of all—but one—of the saintly 
priests of that Church's past, as 
long as a generation exists that 
shall cherish the traditions handed

THE FUTURE.—Long prior to the 
happy day, when Rome, in her wis­
dom, selected the youthful but Iearn- 

Canon Bruchési, to succeed to the 
archiépiscopal throne of Montreal, 
that kindly and gifted prelate had 
shown tangible evidence of his 
marked sympathy for the Irish-Oath- 
olic Canadian element, and had rrov- 
en how truly and deeply he appreci­
ated their aspirations. The sermon 
preached, by him in St. Patrick’s 
Church, on the national and patron­
al feast that followed his consecra­
tion, was indeed a touching tribute 
to. the fidelity of our ràce. and an 
eloquent evidence of his careful study 
of Ireland's sorrowful history. When, 
subsequently, the newly consecrated 
Archbishop paid his first visit, in his 
Episcopal capacity to Rome, he went 
by way of Ireland, he knelt in 
Glassnevin, at the tomb of .O’Con­
nell, he gathered shamrocks from the 
sacred spot, and Inspiration from the 
memories recorded of the great Cathr 
olic leader, he placed the Irish faith­
ful—of his future jurisdiction—under 
the care of St. Patrick, St. Bridget, 
and all the army of saints that Ire­
land had given to the Church Tri­
umphant, and he came away with 
deeper love for and a more intense 
desire to watch over the temporal 
and spiritual well being of such an 
important section of his flock. That 
spirit has actuated him ever since, 
its presence is visible in his every 
act, and if it has at all changed, it 
was merely to increase in fervor and 
strength.

REV. JOSEPH CONNELI Y, S. S. 
FIRST PASTOR.

REV. PATRICK DOWt>, S. 
SECOND PASTOR.

S., REV. JOHN QUINLIVAN, a.
third pastor.

THE NEW REGIME.— Thus anlm- 
ated His Grace penned the following 
touching letter, which was leao^tfith 
much clearness and expression by 
the Rev. George Gauthier, on Sun­
day last, at High Mass.

The Archbishop was present, and 
was attended by Rev. L. W. Leclair 
and Rev. Father Gauthier, while 
Very Rev. C. Lecoq, Superior of the 
Seminary, was the celebrant of the 
Mass, assisted by Rev. Thomas Reil­
ly and Rev. Father Ouellette as dea­
con and sub-deacon. The letter of 
His Grace is as follows:—

REV. MARTtN CALLAGHAN.

Last Pastor under the direction of 
the Seminary of St. Sulpice: First 
Pastor under the new regime of the 
Archbishop which began on Sunday 
last.

Father Martin’s record as curate 
and pastor is known to every mem­
ber of the vast parish of St. Pat­
rick’s. His whole life in the holy 
ministry has been spent in the mo­
ther Irish parish. No words of ap­
preciation of ours can equal the sin­
cere expressions of congratulations 
with which the announcement of Ms
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doing so, I feel confident that I am 
voicing the sentiments of this vast 
congregation.

“The history of St. Patrick's par­
ish is remarkable from many stand­
points. It is fraught with the most 
pleasing memories. I shall not dwell 
at any length on the achievements 
of Fathers Phelan, Morgan, Con­
nolly, O’Brien, O'Farrell, Bake well, 
and others whose names are hold In 
pious memory, especially by the old­
er members of this congregation. 
Theirs was a very heavy task, in­
deed; undaunted they laid the found­
ations of the parish on a solid basis, 
and sowed the good seed which 
others were destined to nurture and 
reap. Then, on the scene appeared 
the good and learned Father Dowd, 
who, after a long life spent in your 
midst, left behind him this noble 
pile, St. Patrick’s Church, St. Brid­
get’s Refuge, the Orphan Asylum, and 
other works as so many standing 
monuments of his giant mind, and of 
his big warm Celtic heart.

Toupin, deceased, and dear Father 
Leclair, whom we still have the hap­
piness of possessing in our midst, 
and others who vied with their Eng­
lish-speaking brethren in attending 
to your spiritual needs. That those 
pioneer priests who have departed 
this life are now enjoying In Heaven 
the reward of their labors and of 
their exemplary lives is our fervent 
prayer and earnest wish. May they 
still watch over and pray for the 
parish they loved so well, and ever 
be its guardian angels. I must also 
remember those devoted priests who 
came from the United States to min­
ister to yoiir spiritual wants, and 
in your name I convey to them one 
and all our most cordial thanks.

*.T have briefly reviewed the past. 
My thoughts must now drift into 
another channel. What about the 
future ofx St. Patrick’s? To whom 
should I entrust its administration?
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details about its future.
“On my return from Rome last 

January I waa called upon by the 
Superior of Si. Sulpice, the Rev- 
Father Lecoq, who came to acquaint 
me with a decision which had. been 
token by his predecessor, the late 
Father Colin, and by his advisers, 
concerning St..Patrick's parish. Un­
controllable circumstances, he said, 
had imposed upon the member^ of 
the Sulpician community the neces­
sity of transferring to the Arch­
bishop of Montreal the direction 
the parish, and accordingly, 1 
urged to accept its administrai 
For similar reasons in days gonn 
they had to hand over many of tl 
parishes, and in fact a few years 
they had been compelled to obi 
the direction Of St. Ann’s and 
Joseph's. I had but to abide
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ministry. Hie place, and in maki„. 
this statement I feel that I am giv. 
ing utterance to the sentiments 0f 
all, Irrespective of creed or national­
ity, his place, I repeat, is at the 
head of this parish. St. Sulpice still 
claims him as one of its members 
and is pleased to allow me to 
tain him as parish priest, and I d0 
not hesitate a single moment to se­
lect him for the important position. 
Consequently, I appoint Father Marl 
tin Callaghan pastor of St. Pat- 
rick’a.

“St. Sulpice has likewise granted 
me the favor of keeping as many of 
the actual assistants as I should 
judge proper, and for so long a 
time as I should require their ser­
vices. VYou are acquainted with 
them. You have seen them at work, 
and you have admired their zeal and 
devotedness in everything that ap­
pertains to the welfare of the par­
ish. Consequently, I shall be oblig­
ed to make but few changes for the 
time being.

**********************

REV. DR. GERALD McSHANE, S.S.
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“I wish", however, to make an ad­

dition to the present staff. I have 
at the cathedral a priest who has 
been a much valued and highly es­
teemed assistant of mine. I allude 
to Rev. Dr. Luke Callaghan. He has 
been my vice-chancellor, a member of 
the Cathedral Chapter, and it was 
my intention in the near future to 
make him one oft my 'titular canons. 
It seems to be, beloved brethren, 
that I cannot give you a more un-
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"Ihe 
ground 1 
parish. The _ 
Alexander street (hou» 
belongs to the Semimu 
inary. however, hands 
Sisters of the Oongreg 
Dame,- to he used 
school. The latter ass 
rights and its respobs 
long, therefore, as it w 
chial school for the gii 
isb there will be no c 
ever.

“The Seminary likewi 
the parish the use of 1 
Brothers' School on Co 
will continue to pay ti 
salary for five years me 
able the parish in the i 
provide for a suitable 
the Seminary cancels t 
$20,000, which amount 
owes the Seminary on 
Allow me to congratula 
ly beloved brethren, for 
about $125,000 on youi 
perty. This deed is an 
bute to your proverfoii 
and spirit of faith. Ont 
ing institutions is the 
School. I am confidei 
Board of Governors will 
and means to confer oi 
dren of the parish the pi 
0f an excellent and mof 
education.

" A fabrique of board 
wardens must be organ!: 
early date. It will be c 
the pastor and a cectair 
the gentlemen of the par 
by the parishioners. The 
be the financial adminis 
the church, the supervisi 
revenues and expenditure 
submission to the Archbi 
annual statement of the 

Now dearly beloved 
have given you official 
of the change of adn 
which dates from to-day. 
which I have laid before 
trust, dispel all alarm a: 
My subjects belong to vt 
tionalities. I make no 
between them, whether th< 
lish or French-speaking 
They are all equally dear 
I shall be ever ready to 
one and all to the best o 
ity.

Since my promotion- to 
piscopal see I liave en dee 
all occasions to show yoi 
cere attachment. A few 
on my way to Rome I vi 
land, and I was most 
kneel by the grave of ont 
Erin’s most gifted and 
eons, Daniel O’Connell. I 
speak your mother tongue 
indeed a great pleasure f 
preach here on one St. 
Day. On the occasion of t 
orable Paulist mission I at 
■poke in order to manifesl 
preciation of the good woi 
destined to accomplish. < 
Father the Pope, wùen inf 
me of its gratifying resuite 
ed his satisfaction and pic 
the most glowing terms.

"It was always with ger 
piness that I took part in 
ive gatherings, nor did I f. 
when in distress. Last eut 
abroad I visited the lone t 
grave, wherein sleeps the 
Father Quinjivan, far from 
and his beloved people. In 
and in yours I gaid a ferv 
er for the repose of his s 
traditions of the past will 
served ns far as lies in my 

"According to the prov 
union is strength,' or * un 
stand divided we fall,' I tj 
you and your priests will 
united and that perfect harr 
ever prevail. Assist them 
prayers. Co-operate with 1 
their undertaking*. They w 
your most loyal and most 
friends. Follow their direct 

counsel,. Love your
church, take a deep interest
welfare and be 
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