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f Materialist Conception of History -

FOR BEGINNERS

HROUGH ;ﬁz“)‘: t‘:'gold R e i "fl'("cl' u!»‘«.m l.hc Tc‘rf ciass.t 'I'hc_gruwth of towns 1554, and a Turkish Company in 1551. This was
4 . : a offered him a place, to escape to from his serfdom, due to heavy costs and risks in remote foreign trade
(and king Henry ¥ l!l‘dc"a?"‘ﬂ "fl' currency) and the scarcity of labor tended to increase wages, This was the origin of cor t izati f
the ;“‘"c :" o shﬂlm;i'fcll " slxlpcncc_ and but the golden age faded away with the influx of capital ‘io ﬁnanceg and fit s}‘:;:: Svi?l:g:::: l:log':lsin‘;:t ;
wages could DOCEER JRES With commodity prices”  gold after the discovery of America. irate S5 - .
This reduced ‘.'"g“ % iw hat the work day was In Queen Mary's reign the Roman Catholic re- ::Zotr(r)sc;ratl;((’i t:clfz:lvr:.%;et:;etl:dgtetf?r;?i‘:r::zﬁw?s
ltﬂg‘h"‘cd' Thesworkers were cheated out of their  Jigion was restored and mass was reintroduced into  regions. The difference l;etweegl them and cor at“
wages and degraded to the lowest (?cplhﬁ of poverty. the church. The Pope's representative with a silver comi)aﬁ-ics today is, the former was ah or a(:ﬁz:?oe
The dissolution of the monasteries enriched the™ cross on the front of the barge sailed up the Thames, of person; carr)'ir; : s Tametduat tealy g'dined P :
nobles.  The mcrchanis who bought the confis- granting absolution in the Pope’s name to the Lords convenience in )cargryin their wares T,hi: latterois
cated lands, deprived laborers of charity relief, and Commons, who knelt to receive it. There was essentially an organizftion of ca ita'l in which it is
which the monasteries gave them in bad times or o spposition, but when Pope Paul VI. demanded ‘ndiferert as to who are its mem‘;)ers, the members

occasional misfortunes. _ ~ that cvery acre of the church property previously indifferent as to what trade it is engaged in so long
[ number of persons who, owing to the decay of  cemfiscated be given back, it was too much for the as the corporation pays dividends
icudalisn, were torn from their moorings and left  Jand harons who knew whers their’ heaven lay. The first companiés chartered had four features

' dnit about in a world utterly unprepared to ab-  Therefore the dividing of the church lands in Henry pot to be found in the companies of today
wrh ther in employment, augmented vagabondage.  VIL's time had put an efiectual stop to the Pope 1st—They paid the expense of the tradin ks
The vacrants had never before been so numerous.  regaining any real hold on England: Scotland also an-—Th;y carried on individual trade s
\ portion hecame the suckers of Kings and Princes.  gradually adopted Protestantism.  The nobles also 3rd—They were not responsible for the debts o
2nd hecame the germ of a standing army. A large  zealous of the wealth and power of the church, en- the company, like a Part;ner ; :
, coportion became beggars and robbers, hiving by couraged the new religion. They also benefitted 4th-—-The)‘r’cou|d ot sell ﬁ. fits Tiks ashareholder
plunder and murder. There were hundreds of exe- Ly the dividing of the church lands, which they also  Qut of these grew Joint St(xkgCompanies whits oa :
cutions for vagrancy, as if men could work or pay confiscated. Queen Mary of Scotland, appealed to ;ialism had greatly developed. The Flemish tow:;
and none of them to.be found, Catholic France for help, she being a Catholic. The suffered severely with the épanish invasions and
The rapid growth of the woollen trade plunged  Protestants appealed to Queen Elizabeth, who re- " the persecution of the notorious Alva. “This caused
the seris into abject poverty through the evictions  fysed to help the rebels, until a French army (her ;e Flemings to emigrate to Ex;glar;d and gave a
off the land.  Sheep raising needed few laborers ¢nemy) sanding in Scotland became agertainty. She preat impulse to England’s commercia’l supremacy
and much land, therefore landlords fenced in the .t a flect to the Firth of Forth with 000 men, becsirse the Eaglish woblcouldibe manuf;ctnre(i
commons and evicted the peasants and tenants, and  hich t~sulted in the Treaty of Edinburgh, 1560, at home into cloth. Therefore in. Elizabeth’s rei

rent-racked any tnl(twator that rcm:;nncct The the French to leave Sc&land. England L dviniind politicallv and ¢ =% o ¥
peasants wers dows and ?m' vl havmg sty t:w The nobility, enriched by the spoils of the church . the position of a second to a first Qe K
common lands to graze their cow. The portion who ., 4 1heir increased wealth through the wool trade, Thete were troubloss times s 198 ';‘rEng-

did not rob 3'“& plunder, sought domicile - the ns- suspended the payment of members, which gave land not being able to force her rule on Ireland from
SN LOWE. The towns became flooded with labor s onopoly of political power. Although 1602, she adopted a policy of bribing the chiefs of
RS employment which was not to be t:(mud; trade in England was prosperous, the distress the tribes with heavy bribes, granting them the lands
I"“‘ suppee ssion of the craft guilds _h“d the ",““_" ol amongst the workers was so great that the Mayor of the suppressedabbeys in return for a promise of
g, ““'. town "b°f“ ."‘ .h"" orgamization. . o rchwardens were compelled to raise funds loyalty. The English law courts, ignoring the cus-
Mherciore we had the first indication of the modern ;v ¢ "This was the introduction of poor law ‘toms by which the land belonged to the tribe at -
pre '_‘j“lfla‘- i 3 . eaq Telief in 1362, The guardians of Edward attempted, large regarded the chiefs as sole proprietors. During
I'is condition brought on the rebellion of 1549 in a savage statute passed in the first * year of his the reigr of James I, large numbers of Scotch and
.n\ hich du-f,calcfi the Royal -lfo“"l'fi- led b-"\.]“;“ * reign. to restrafn pauperism and vagabondage by re- English settlers had lands given to them in Leinster
.:mnc'r“uf -.\on!nch. Rogcl:s in “Work a.nd \ a*t’S- ducing landless and destitute poor to slavery, by and Ulster, on condition that they preserve order.
;‘m\lt : l.A is said that the Norfolk Rc.belh’(‘m o d‘“f‘ branding them and making them work in chains. These are known as the Leinster and Ulster plant-
) the *’"‘{Oﬂ.lfm about v"‘_“"’“"'s In that coun -‘_’ The Act only endured two years. The poor law ations; by them two-thirds of the land of North Ire-
aéd el ssfmhr disaffection was ma‘mfcst elae- pmpcr' was not enacted until the period following land passed into the hands of strangers. Although
where. It is probable that other and stronger mo- . e industrial revolution, which we will deal this change brought some prosperity, the unjust

tives w v . S- \ ¢ MEwe 3 . A .
1"“:;\ e at f\:; i but the 5“‘;‘_““:‘ '!“‘: “_‘:‘ic‘:‘?; with in a future lesson. method of carrying it out raised a bitter spirit which
antry were-stiredil 0 Sedition by (heec PIo. 7T Around 1376, 1383, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, dis- Tasts to this day. We will see at a future date the

:"::frl:‘n't c:!::‘e:c:c ::“til:' f::;‘lh;:‘l::) \1:::1““(":(; N’\‘cl'.(‘d the Hudsm} Bay am.l took possession of real e'copomic causes of the Irish qu?stion.
“4““‘("'( ik el ok . i : Newifoundland. Ra?clgh. Hawkins apd Drake under-, ’\ This is the King James of Fhe Bible translatign
Certain results of the increased commercial ac- took voyages of discovery. Hawking was the first ' fame, who persecuted the Puritans who crossed in
tivity ?wgah "0 appear. One of these was the rapid to carry slaves from Africa to America, tradu}g them tqhe May flowel.' and fm}nded. fhe New Et!glaﬂd
growth of cities end th.e rise of what has been called for rum. Hawkins n‘c.{wed royal recognition of States :n. Ame.n.ca. This "C!lg_'!ous body*' did n<.>t
the third estate. In medieval language the first his gallant cxplnlt.s.m this trade. a.nd rece“l\'ed f'r;om all(?w ':‘mr rel.lgtous scruple§ " mterfe.re w"'h their
ostiie Wk ‘thc t:lcrg\' and the second the baronage. the good Quecen l:lnj@ﬂ)fth~ a ship callcq Jesus” to SWIpdllng business methods in transactions with the
Ko ﬂx)l;carcd the"l.nercantile‘ and manufacturing encourage hnn‘m l_ns \,hnstmn.gmcrpnse. Drake Indians in the country of their adoption. The state-
class. ~md‘from . Sndaces and iis wealth it had was the hrst }-.m.:hshn\.an to S‘l‘ around the worldg f’ncrft made t‘)‘yvthe Rcv R({lam‘l D: Sawyer of Amer-
the power to make its dcm:;nds- listened to and en- ’_’“‘ AT l.)cmml"n‘ closgyiman who ok e .tme: No relighous ms.nfu\tmn that the world
forced. One of the ﬂr;t things ;\-l\icl\ this new class >pafu>h .\‘mvrxcn and s?ckefi the gold ships 9f has ever. seen, has had a x:ehgmn stx:ong enough to
5 Spain, which caused the Spanish war Drake sail- control its conduct, when its economic security was

demande ity sction of e & A P g
anded, was security, both for the protecti ed again in 1383 with 23 vessels to Spanish America o anyway threatened. If slavery means dollars and

3,:; ;f:‘,\r_l" Ia:::: la( _dsat:::h:“;i“:::;c:l :;:?::p:i:;:: ‘:.‘(:::L ;_md returned laden with plundfn’?i Spain preparefi centi in :fe ‘poc-kets. ::ﬂ the :uling interest, then slav-
from one place to another and charging toll for for war to hnld-nn to her commt‘emal suprcx:aq. er}; sC:; : 1;nnoI Ensh' on.” ;
same.  They did not realize that by doini: this they ‘I he Por{uguese in Alfrica am.i.lndm.. :u{d the Span- ln rarles h.s(;engn._who was practically an ab-
were aiding the dcstructim; of economic conditions ish in America, after lhvmr .dlscm:cncs immediately 5‘]‘ utedm.onarc‘ 4 llSso_lvmg parliament w.h?t}ever he
which sustained the feudal system and its power. took possession ol ‘th(‘\‘:‘ o.ountnes.- dcv.clopcd on xf)ease_.?'gnormﬁt\e Magna Charta and jgiling men
Another most important rcsuit of the increase of ocean commercc. I'he lortuguefc o.stah'hshed their lor regfilmgf t}g’ ;nd money, .the Commons brozfght
commerce was the large amount of moncy which it lactones along H}\: coasts of ‘Im.l\la and in tl}e East In da' il of Rig ts against illegal fines, taxations
necesarily brought into use. This was \-ef)' destruc- Indian !slands. lhf\ mlfulmf.s riches of Mexico and 2!} ylmpr!so?t:t‘:ts agree.d to_b_v the L?rds. The
tive for feudalism, because it cut from under that “f""“ ‘”_”"“l‘\'l m'.‘ ‘\Piml.“rd"' and th.(i Armada ﬂcf‘t fm;, struggl o ; e s 'ti bu.t bemg_ pressed
system the whole c'conomic foundation. The regime of Spain ‘“-;H defeated ‘m }tl‘w Iling(:nsh Chalnnclv in lor'n‘lonfz 781e "‘]‘:;15 obhged ‘to give in and it bcca_me
of bacter. wee o loakes necossary. The owner of July 1388, a bnnht «‘\\‘\r.t ¢ gun ler of.:\‘xne’ll':lc?: ‘2:“. W 106 * he CaP“?‘lSt CIS{SS was growing
land conldl e cERkiE AR e from land in the which ])r;\kc ‘h;ul .\l\l‘nl‘l? 1;(;}\.1‘ s i)al;lfh.sglph. y nt '.smronger.. :n ~when .Charles carried on for.eleven
form of money, and could purchase services he need- success for England esta l) ished L3 Ancepen °,"_C"l : t:‘“ 'I“:‘ l‘:“' ;‘ parliament they chopped his head
ed with greater advantage than when he rented his ©f ”.“‘ Dutch, who were the next commercial riva g & ic r‘e: up Of- the Ye}\dal manors a.n.d the
land dicectly for service. This increase of money “'u'l.'.m:!;uuL _ R S ‘“"a)l 'O'hg“l"d productxoP owing to its inability to
also affected the feudal system as decisively on its 1 h}‘ ."“1“‘"_"’““}““‘lfj' ‘;‘ ~‘l’l“““~‘h‘ ‘; cat.“{cre .\ieaf-s :l“PPd‘ t ‘-‘f“}ll er m.arket now de.velope‘d, came to be
political side. The State was no longer dependent of trinmph tor .]'.n_; .u.u‘ . LI’IC ;t |ar1mdcs c:i ex- e :( tt'a ? ‘: e natian as a trad:qg um.t. The local
on the formation of its army or any other public port to !th,‘ cummcnf W x‘r;. w‘(;o , cloth, ;a ij tIm, llvlln“ e. \\Tth. its narrow outlook m\wh}ch thg town
Service. The government introduced regular tax- Queen Elizabeth gl'd"lU‘ a charter to the East In- f""{ e\cr:\t ng, n.lade way .f0r> the national market.
he vear after the Armada.  There Nationalism had its beginning, and the realm was
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